Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
July 12, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.
Staff Present: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Beverly Richmond, Rick Archuletta, Jim Hobbs, Evalyn Goeringer and Carol Fabrick.
Public Participation: Add On: John Rosselli – Electric Vehicle Corridor: John Rosselli introduced himself to the Mayor and Council. He stated that by 2017 a house bill will deter municipalities and other government entities from purchasing combustible engine vehicles, and will recommend and possibly require them to purchase electric vehicles. John stated that there is a lot of grant money available for the construction and installation of charging stations for electric vehicles. He reported that he has been researching the possibility of establishing an EV (electric vehicle) corridor. John stated that he would like to get Granite Falls, Darrington, Rockport, Marblemount, Concrete and possibly the Sauk Suattle Tribe involved in this idea. He stated that he would not only like to establish this area as an EV corridor, but make it a destination point, too. He reported that he has a lot of interest in this idea and would like to get a letter of interest from the Town. Discussion ensued regarding the costs associated with the construction of charging stations and to install the electrical supply lines. He also stated that he believes that the Town could charge for the service. Jack Mears stated that he believes that the power companies should be involved with this type of project. John stated that the power companies are on board and that the governor wants to see these electrical vehicles on the road and these charging stations up and running. Discussion ensued regarding the different models of the electrical vehicles already on the road, the future of electric vehicles and the possibility of converting gas/diesel engines into electric. John handed out information on EV Corridors and the grant funding available for the Mayor and Council to review. Further discussion ensued regarding the charging stations and how long it takes for batteries to charge and how many charging stations the town may need. John thanked the Mayor and Council for their time and looks forward to meeting with them again in August to discuss this idea further.

Special Presentations:

 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on an e-mail received regarding Town Marshal positions within the state. He also reported on e-mails received from Sergeant Adams with regard to crimes that occurred at Loggers Landing, Eagles Nest and Cascade Burgers. He also stated that the burglary at Cascade Supply was being investigated and that the Sheriff’s office has a couple of suspects it is investigating further. Jack Mears stated that Loggers Landing has become a hangout for delinquents. Paul Rider suggested that each Councilmember should take part in the ride-a-long program offered by the Sheriff’s Department. Deputy Holmes stated that there have been changes made to the program, but that he believes there would not be a problem getting Councilmembers’ approved. Deputy Holmes also discussed the issue with Loggers Landing, he stated that it’s private property and if the owner wants the individuals removed, the Sheriff would be happy to oblige, but that the property owner has not issued any complaints. He also reported on the two groups of juveniles that seem to be acting in a delinquent manor, they have not acted criminally, but he advised the citizens to call in any suspicious behavior. Mayor Wilson also referred to an e-mail that he received from Wayne Dowhaniuk with regard to the renewal of the contract the Town has with the Sheriff’s Department. He also handed out the paperwork received for the proposed rates for the next three years.

Mike Criner made a motion to move forward with the renewal of the contract with the ordinances that have been approved and the proposed ordinances incorporated into the new contract. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief update on the modification of the plans and specifications for the Baker River Road project. He stated that they should have these to the Town and to FEMA for review by the end of the week. He also reported on the grant application they are finalizing for the Transportation Improvement Board to finish the remainder of the sidewalk from Main Street to Superior Avenue. He also reported on the ADA ramps that will need to be incorporated into the design. Jim also reported on the possible funding for the construction of the school sidewalk project. He also stated that a representative from the Transportation Improvement Board suggested partnering with the School District and the airport when seeking further funding opportunities. Jim stated that there is the possibility of seeking grant dollars from Homeland Security or from the FAA as well. Jim also gave a brief update on the East Main Street waterline project. He stated that the title search shows that section that was discussed at previous meetings is actually railroad right-of-way. He would like to start conversations with the railroad and explore the possibility of having the right-of-way turned over to the town. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with discussions.

Consent Agenda
· Town Council Minutes: June 28, 2010

· Claims Warrants: #25852-#25894

· Voided Warrants: #25429, #25788

 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Agreement - North Cascades Veterinary Hospital: Paul Rider made a motion to approve the agreement. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

New Business: Hi. Lo. Country Bar & Grill/Hi. Lo. Country Hotel & Café – Request for Beer Garden During Cascade Days:

Marla Reed made a motion to table this item until the owners of the Hi. Lo. Country Bar & Grill/Hi. Lo. Country Hotel & Café could be present and able to answer questions. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Wammack Utility Bill: Discussion ensued on the date of the fire and the usage of water and sewer. Mike Criner stated that he agreed with the removal of the water charges, but not the sewer charges. He stated that he wants to make sure the Town is acting fairly and adhering to its own codes. He also stated that he would be in agreement to allow for them to set up a payment arrangement for the sewer balance. Discussion ensued on town codes and the fire that destroyed the Wammack’s home.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the removal of charges as presented. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried with Mike Criner opposed.

Budget Amendment – Sewer, Ordinance #664: Andrea Fichter explained the need for the budget amendment. She stated that this amendment is due to the final payments associated with the construction of the wastewater treatment plant.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #644. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Discussion Items: Fuel Cell at Airport: Nothing new.
Lone Star Building/Library Board: Mayor Wilson stated that he was unable to contact John Boggs before leaving for vacation. He also reported on a letter received from the Library Board stating their willingness to participate in the restoration of the Lone Star Building. Rick Archuletta stated that he had attended the Library Board meeting when the letter was discussed. Mayor Wilson also reported that he would like to get a roof on the building to prevent further rain damage. Jason Miller reported that Cam Steigleder has applied for a $50,000.00 grant for the roof replacement and a feasibility study for the Lone Star Building; the result of this grant  application should be known in about a month. Discussion ensued on the use of plywood versus expanded metal for the closing up of the windows, while allowing for ventilation. Jack Mears suggested sand-blasting or pressure-washing the exterior of the building to clean it. Alan Wilkins stated that due to the lead paint, that was not an option at this point. He stated that we could paint over what’s there. Jason Miller reported that we could just continue to clean up: removing the blackberries and wood chips, and that the bottom floor still needs to be cleaned out. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with another clean-up day for the Lone Star Building. Rick Archuletta stated that on August 31, 2010, at 6 p.m., at the high school Commons room, a workshop will take place that will focus on the Lone Star Building.

It was the consensus of the Council to schedule another Lone Star Building Clean-Up day for Sunday, August 15, 2010, from 8 a.m. till the two 30-yard debris containers are full. Andrea Fichter will contact Waste Management to have the dumpsters delivered on Friday and picked up the following Monday.
Sewer Lien Foreclosures: Nothing new.

Main Street Fence Repair/Tree Trimming: Mayor Wilson reported that this is an ongoing project.

Ordinances – Skagit County Sheriff Enforcement: Nothing new.

Fireworks Show and Possible Ordinance Change: Paul Rider gave an update on the event that he attended in Darrington and that he would like to see the town put on this event again. Alan Wilkins gave an update on the reason that the show stopped. Discussion ensued regarding getting the fireworks show going again, the costs, donations and having a licensed pyrotechnician. It was suggested that Jason Miller put a small article in the Concrete Herald to get a feel for if people/businesses would be willing to donate to this event.

Sockeye Express: Jason Miller requested information on the status of the Sockeye Express. Mayor Wilson stated that he and Rich Philips had worked on it before he went on vacation. He stated that they had gotten the sparkplugs replaced and new wires installed. He also reported that it may need new brakes and a new fuel pump, and that the steering also needs to be looked at. Jason questioned if it would be ready for use at the Cement City Street Fair and Fly-In. Mayor Wilson stated that it will be ready.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner stated that there is a helicopter crew working out of the airport transporting equipment to the new powerhouse location for Puget Sound Energy. Mike also reported that Bob Porter had finally reached Bruce Muggoch and that the Town should be receiving a letter requesting the transfer of his lease. He also reported that the Big-Bird Fly-In will take place this weekend.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reviewed the sign proof for the Judy Coffell and Gladys Silrus Garden. Discussion ensued on the sign and the need to get a water connection installed closer to the garden.
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the next Imagine Concrete meeting will be held on July 14, 2010, at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. He stated that this meeting is a workshop on the Community Garden. He also stated that the dedication of the Community Garden will take place on July 22, a Lone Star Building Workshop will take place on August 31, 2010 at 6 p.m., and an Economic Development Workshop will take place on September 23, 2010, at 6:30 p.m. Jason also reported on a gazebo that Ann Young would like to donate to the town. He also reported that he will hopefully get the rest of the pickets up on the Community Garden fence and have them stained by the end of July. Discussion ensued regarding the soil, beds, posts and fence openings.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: None

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter stated that she believes that she has gotten mostly caught up since her absence. She also reported that the auditors are here. Discussion ensued regarding the Council training that took place last week and the State Auditor’s Office.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins stated that he just got back from vacation and is working on getting the MBR/basins repaired. He has turned this into the insurance company. He also reported that they have gotten the cable for the bollards at Silo Park. Discussion ensued on the need to get the bollards painted. Jack Mears stated that the street striping needs to be done before Cascade Days.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that Andrea will find him the same class to attend that the rest of the Council already attended. He also stated that he was hoping that John Boggs would be at the Council meeting so that he could apologize for not getting back to him sooner. Mayor stated he had a great vacation.
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Paul Rider made a motion for adjournment at 8:58 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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