Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 28, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Town Planner Rick Cisar and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Arla Mae Freeman, Allen and Carol Fabrick, John Boggs, Rick Archuletta, Andy Porter, John Jensen, Evalyn Goeringer, Ember LaBounty and Don Payne. 
Public Participation: Andy Porter-North Cascade Veterinary Hospital: Andy Porter introduced himself and his intentions for a veterinary clinic in town to help the animals in the community by offering vaccinations and exams “at cost” to the owners. He requested the use of the old police station building to have the clinic open twice a month. Mike Criner questioned the availability of the office space. David Day stated that because they are not a nonprofit organization, the town would have to charge a fee and the vet hospital would need to carry its own insurance. Discussion ensued on the amount that should be charged. 


Jason Miller made a motion to charge the clinic $2.00 per month for the use of the office space. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

John Boggs – Upper Skagit Library Questions: John Boggs informed the Town Council that he had attended the last Library Board Meeting to discuss what their perception on the library moving into the Lone Star building was. He provided the Council with the list of questions that were discussed at the May 24, 2010, Council meeting. He stated that he would like to bring answers back to the Library Board. John Boggs also reviewed answers to these questions that he wrote and would like to submit to the Library Board on behalf of the town. Jason Miller stated that all decisions need to be brought before the Town Council and that no one else has the authority to make decisions or answer for the town. John Boggs stated that he feels that someone who may not be on the Town Council or on the Library Board should have some power to be the go-between between the Town and the Library Board. Jason Miller questioned the e-mail that went out inviting the Library Board to the Council meeting. Discussion ensued regarding the clarification of communications. John Boggs stated that he would like to have answers to these questions before July 8, 2010. 

John Jensen – Puget Sound Energy: John Jensen stated that Puget Sound Energy would like to invite the Town Council and the Mayor to the dedication of the Adult Fish Trap on July 23, 2010, at 11 a.m., which will be followed by a barbeque.

Richard Johnson – Annexation Request: Richard Johnson stated that he would like to annex into the town the “Flea Market Field” south of Hwy 20 and just west of Concrete-Sauk Valley Road—approximately 6 ½ acres. He stated that he has investors that are interested in bringing the water and sewer to his property. He stated that his investors are serious and they would like to construct a water bottling plant. Jack Mears stated that he would like to see industry in the Town. Rick Cisar stated the there are other properties that would also have to be annexed to get to the property in question. Rick stated that the town would have to petition the landowners and he also updated the Council on the additional requirements and the timeframe associated with this type of project. Discussion ensued regarding the annexation process. Rick stated that he would look into the process further. 

Special Presentations:

 

Public Safety: Jason Miller reported on an incident that occurred this evening during the Parks Committee meeting, during which the Sheriff was called. Mayor Wilson also updated the Council on the theft of the Sheriff’s sign and that a deputy had a lead on who stole it and is pursuing the issue. Mayor Wilson also updated the Council on a crime that was committed at the Eagles Nest, which has now been solved. Mayor Wilson also questioned if the Council would like to repair the broken fence at the airport. Jack Mears gave a brief update on the history of the broken fence. Discussion ensued regarding this issue. It was the consensus of the Council to get the fence repaired. Jason Miller stated that he had spoke, to Sergeant Greg Adams, and discovered that when and if people call to report on incidents, they later are refusing to press charges. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief updated on the meeting that took place at Town Hall between his office, the town staff, Puget Sound Energy staff and FEMA staff regarding the Baker River Road repair and the status of the project. Jim stated that he doesn’t want to wait on getting this project to construction. He stated that with the rainy season approaching, it is dire to get the road repaired before that occurs. Jim also updated the Council on Puget Sound Energy’s points of interest in the project. Mayor Wilson also updated the Council on additional information regarding funding. Jim stated that he is hopeful to get this project out to bid and started on construction by August. 

Consent Agenda
· Town Council Minutes: June 14, 2010

· Claims Warrants: #25828-#25851

· Payroll Warrants: June 2010

 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: Zoning Code Amendments – Town Center District, Ordinance #661: Rick Cisar updated the Council on the Town Center Design Standards and the Design Review Board. Rick also updated the Council on the work the Planning Commission has conducted. Rick further updated the Council on the packets that had been handed out to all of the town downtown business owners on this topic. Paul Rider questioned the existing businesses. Rick stated that these standards would only to apply to new construction or changes in the existing businesses. Rick also explained that if a business does not agree with the standards they can appeal to the Town Council. 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing for comment at 7:56 p.m.

Don Payne stated that he doesn’t think that the businesses should be told what they can and cannot do on their own property.

John Boggs stated that he thinks that the board is a good thing to help eliminate poor decisions. 

With no further public comments, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:58 p.m.

Discussion ensued within staff and Council regarding the Design Review Board process compared to the Design Standards process. 

Paul Rider made a motion to approve Ordinance #661. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried with Marla Reed opposed. 
Old Business: None

New Business: Events Application – Cascade Days: Ember LaBounty handed out the 2010 Cascade Days posters. She also stated that there was some concern expressed that the Hi-Lo Bar and Grill wanted to use Bear Square for their beer garden. Mayor Wilson stated that it would have to be in a different location. Ember also questioned the requirements for parking at Silo Park during the event. Discussion ensued regarding possible parking and transportation options. Further discussion ensued regarding what would be required to get the Sockeye Express up and running. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Events Application – Upper Skagit Back-To-School Blessing Day: It was stated that this event will have backpacks, supplies and events for children of all ages. The event would take place August 14, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Town Park.

Paul Rider made a motion to approve the events application. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

*Deputy Hendrickson offered an opportunity to answer any questions. Jason Miller made an inquiry into the disturbance that had occurred earlier in the parking lot. Deputy Hendrickson stated that it involved a couple of minors who have reccurring problems and that they are following up on the incident. Deputy Hendrickson questioned the possibility of getting signage at 10 Acres. He stated that they need to have something in writing from the town giving the Sheriffs permission to have access to the property since it is privately owned. Jason Miller made an inquiry into the issues with the Eagles Nest. Deputy Hendrickson reported that there has not been any recent activity. Audience member Eric Archuletta stated that preparing for his wedding at the Concrete Theatre, many people were burning out in their vehicles and yelling profanity. Deputy Hendrickson stated that no calls were reported and that they try to have a presence in town but that they can’t be everywhere. Audience member John Boggs suggested that the Council request that a deputy is around when the bars close on Saturday nights. Deputy Hendrickson stated that this would work as long they do not receive a priority call at that time. Further discussion ensued on the importance of reporting incidents either to the Sheriff’s office or the Liquor Control Board, or both. Audience member Don Payne stated that he feels that the Sheriffs are doing a good job. Deputy Hendrickson invited everyone to participate in a ride-along to witness firsthand what the Sheriffs are doing and the process of how things are done. 
Discussion Items: Fuel Cell at Airport: Nothing new.
Sewer Lien Foreclosures: David Day updated the Council on the Johnson foreclosure and the complications with the title report. David suggested that the Council not negotiate with lawyers on any of the other liens. Discussion ensued on the delinquent monies still owed by Richard Johnson, the possibility of him constructing a water bottling plant and the possible annexation. David also reported on a trustee’s sale being conducted on one of the other homes on which a lien was placed recently. 
Main Street Fence Repair/Tree Trimming: Mayor Wilson reported that this is a work in progress. He stated that there is a little more tree trimming to complete and then the Evergreens will be planted in the fall. 

Ordinances – Skagit County Sheriff Enforcement: David Day stated that the loitering and curfew ordinances cannot be enforced. David also updated the Council that the noise ordinance that the town currently has can be amended to give the Skagit County Sheriff authority of enforcement. Deputy Hendrickson reported on the process for handling noise complaints. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner stated that the fly-in that was held the past weekend was a success. He also stated that there are several lots that have not made their 2010 payments. Jack Mears updated the Council on the number of lots that have reached their 5-year limitation for building hangars. He also updated the Council on the possible transfer of a lease from Muggoch to Porter. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller stated that the Parks meeting had been interrupted, but that they had discussed the horseshoe pits at the Garden Club Park, as well as the trails system and idea to bring back the Little Baker channel.
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller updated the Council on the AWC award that the town won. He also updated on the Lone Star building clean-up, which had a great outcome. He also reported that the building needs to be re-secured; kids are still finding ways in, creating a safety hazard. Discussion ensued on possible options that can be used to close it up. Jason also reported that the fence-building blitz had gone well, but that they were not able to completely get it finished. Jason reported on different people and businesses that had been involved with the fence-building. Jason stated that the Community Garden dedication is being planned for July 22 at noon, and the Cupples family is really excited. Jason reported that the next Imagine Concrete will be held on July 14, 2010, at the Pilots Lounge at 6 p.m. He also reported that a workshop to discuss the Lone Star building will be held on August 31 at the Pilots Lounge at 6 p.m. He also stated that a U.S.D.A. representative, Commissioner Dillon and the other commissioners will be in attendance. Jason also requested that the monument be closed back up with the time capsule placed inside. 
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated the Council on the process for the annexation request. He also updated on what the Planning Commission has been working on. Rick also updated the Council on the Shorelines Master Program and where the town is at in the process.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: In Andrea’s absence, Mayor Wilson stated that the May Treasurer’s Report was included in their packets. He also reported that Andrea should be returning to work tomorrow but no later than July 1, 2010. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Mayor Wilson stated that everything is going fine and that he would like the Council to keep the Public Works Department in mind when it comes to the budget season. He stated the wastewater treatment plant has been taking up more time and may require someone fulltime. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that the Movie Nights have been a great success so far. He stated that the attendance has been great and that everyone is enjoying the movies. 
Announcements: Jason Miller thanked Rich Philips for working on Saturday and Sunday to pick up pickets and bring down the generator.
Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 9:13 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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