Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
May 24, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.
Marla Reed made a motion to excuse Mike Criner. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: George Theodoratus, Rick Archuletta, Kay Brown, Beverly Richmond, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Jim Hobbs, Evalyn Goeringer, Aimee Hirschel, and Don Payne.
Public Participation: Upper Skagit Library Board: Ann Innes, Upper Skagit Library Board Treasurer introduced Keith Alesse, Chair, and Laurie Thomas, who joined the board in January 2010 to fill the vacancy created by the expiration of Nicola Pearson’s term. Ann began by giving a brief history of the U.S.L.B. She stated that each member is given a manual that they must follow when conducting business. She reported that it is their job to insure that the taxpayers’ monies and the member fees received are expended in a manner that benefits the library. She reported that any proposals that come before them have to be thoroughly documented before a decision can be made. Ann also reviewed the geographical area that the library services are offered to. She also reported that the State of Washington had recently helped them to develop their strategic plan, which summarizes goals and objectives. She also reported that a building committee has been established to determine if it will be feasible for the library to purchase a new site to construct a new building, purchase an existing building or rent/lease a building. She stated that the current building has become too small. Keith Alesse stated that they cannot add a book without having to remove one. Discussion ensued between the Upper Skagit Library Board and the Council, regarding the amount of room in the basement of the Lone Star building and how much room the library would need. Aimee Hirshel stated that the optimal amount of space would be around 6,000 square feet. Discussion ensued and review occurred regarding each of the questions submitted by the library board. Further discussion ensued regarding how to get the town involved and how to annex the town into the library district. Eric Archuletta gave a brief update on the funding process and how bringing all these assets together into one venture will be helpful when seeking grant funds. Discussion ensued regarding the stability of the building, imaging of the building, parking, cabling and transmission capabilities, handicap access, and other possible environmental remedies. Ann Innes handed out research suggestions in the form of printouts from bookselling Web sites, for textbooks on concrete structural engineering, which she suggested the town council members and/or the Imagine Concrete Steering Committee members should read in order to better converse with a structural engineer. Rick Archuletta stated that when the structural engineer performs the evaluation, all of these items will be figured in.
Special Presentations:

 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that he spoke with the driver of the vehicle that was discussed at the last meeting. He reported that he had also spoken with the parents of this individual. Mayor Wilson stated that he had not had a chance to speak with Sergeant Adams regarding the Eagles Nest. Marla Reed questioned why the Sheriffs were only present at the school crosswalk one day last week. Mayor Wilson also reported that he has been in contact with Rick Larson regarding the public safety building.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jack Mears questioned if Reichhardt and Ebe had a structural engineer on staff. Jim stated that they did not but updated the Council on the structural engineer requirements and what would be needed during the evaluation process for the Lone Star building. Jim reported that he had received the evaluation back on the wing walls for the School Sidewalk Project. He stated that he is now incorporating this information into the final design. Jim also reported on the Water Comprehensive Plan Update and where they are in this process. He stated that he should have a draft done by the middle of June. He also reported that the bio-solids disposal plan has been submitted to ecology and Alan has been given permission to begin transporting solids out of the wastewater treatment plant. He stated that comments have been received from ecology and that he is incorporating those comments into the final bio-solid disposal plan. Jim reported that the lagoon decommissioning plan was submitted to town staff and comments were received. He reported that they are now working on finalizing that plan as well. Discussion ensued regarding what type of material can be used to fill in the lagoon. Jim stated that what the future use will be will play a role in determining the appropriate material for fill. Jim also gave an update on the Baker River Road repair. He reported on a meeting that was held between the town, Reichhardt and Ebe, FEMA and Puget Sound Energy. He stated that they had also made a site visit during this meeting. He reported that they have received comments back from FEMA but will wait to incorporate those until the town has met with Puget Sound Energy regarding their plans for the area. Jim also reported that they have received comments back from the surveyor regarding a right-of-way issue with the East Main Street waterline project. It was determined by the surveyor that some of the right-of-way may be within railroad property. Jim stated that he will review the easements for this area to better determine the right-of-way issue. Jim reported that the Mill Addition waterline project plans are on his desk and he hopes to get the final review done on those by the end of the week. Jason Miller questioned what the timeframe is on having the lagoon decommissioned. Alan Wilkins stated that the town had received approval for an extension to have the decommissioning complete by the end of 2011.

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 10, 2010

· Claims Warrants: #25783-#25804

 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Ordinance #662, Parks and Ordinance #663, Firearms: Paul Rider made a motion to approve Ordinance #662 and Ordinance #663. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

David Day reported that he will have drafts of the other ordinances ready by the next meeting.


New Business: Airport Lots #22 and #43 Transfer Request: Paul Rider made a motion to approve the request. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Events Application – Big Bird RC Fly-In: Andrea stated that this application is the same as last year’s event.

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

KCDA Purchasing Cooperative: Andrea explained the purchasing agreement. Discussion ensued regarding costs.

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the purchasing cooperative agreement. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Parking Space Request – Pat Betts: Discussion ensued on the request made by Pat Betts. Jason questioned what the tenant’s disability is. Jack Mears stated that first the striping needs to be completed on Main Street. Jason Miller suggested that a spot in the parking lot across from the bank be designated for this tenant if there is no access to the apartment from the rear. He also stated that although the Concrete Town Center includes mixed-use buildings, the primary use is retail and, therefore, the on-street parking should be available first for customers. Discussion ensued regarding that if the Council does this for one they are going to have to consider it for anyone else that makes the same request. It was the consensus of the Council to table this issue until the next meeting and request a more detailed request from Pat Betts.

Marla Reed made a motion to table this issue until the first meeting in June. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
ADD ON: Marla Reed handed out a letter received from the First Bloom Program to the Upper Skagit Valley Task Force. Marla stated that back in February the town disbursed $1,500.00 in supporting funds for the Strengthening Families Program. She stated that the program could not get enough active participants, so they were not able to move forward. She stated that the Task Force is currently holding the funds, but would like to know if they can be issued to the First Bloom Program. Andrea Fichter reported that she will have to look into this.  She stated that it is state law that a certain percentage of liquor profits that the town receives must be redirected to certain types of programs.  It was the consensus of the council to allow for this redirection of funds dependent on what Andrea finds out.

Discussion Items: Fuel Cell at Airport: Nothing new.
Historic Byway Signage Installation: Alan reported that there is only one sign left to be installed, but they have a few they need to check the level on.
Sewer Lien Foreclosures: David stated that they are moving forward with one foreclosure and are adding lien to another six or seven accounts. Andrea reported that the woman who requested an extension has began making her payments as required by Council decision.
Main Street Fence Repair/Tree Trimming: Mayor Wilson reported that everything has been trimmed or removed except for the firs. He also reported that in October they will plant evergreens toward the bottom of the slope. Alan reported that the Main Street Fence is on the list and will be done soon.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: In Mike Criner’ absence, Jack Mears reported on the dirt work being completed for the construction of two new hangars at the airport. He also reported that he has not heard back on the grant application that was submitted for the rolling gate at the airport.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the Parks Committee had met earlier that evening. He stated that he needs to contact Adolf Nieshe at the Legion regarding the horseshoe pits at the Garden Club Park. He also stated that he needs to contact Cheryl Werda, who requested a dog park in town and discuss alternative areas. Jason also reported on the vandalism that occurred at the Town Center Sign with one of the birdhouses and also the damage at the Community Garden fence. He stated that both those items had been fixed immediately. Jason reported on the Bear Square landscaping that was completed by Nicolette Thornton. He also reported that the electrical at Bear Square is complete and that the bear recording is too long and extremely out of date. He reported that he will work on getting it shortened and updated. Mayor Wilson suggested that the section of flower bed along North Dillard and SR 20 be named after Gladys Silrus and Judy Coffell who have spent numerous years of their own time caring for that section. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with this.
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the Community Garden has been named the Angele Cupples Community Garden after the first elected president of the Garden Club Park in 1939. He reported on the past weekend working with the First Bloom Program and got a couple raised flower beds installed and planted. He also reported that on June 25, 26 and 27 they will be holding a fence building blitz. Marla Reed stated that the Lions Club will be donating their time to help with the fence post installation. Jason stated that on Friday he would like to get the posts set, Saturday he would like all the stringers set and then on Sunday he would like to try and get up as many pickets as possible. He stated that Dan Pfluger from Alpine Lake Construction will be assisting with the post hole digging. Jason reported that the garden will expand 250ft down Main Street and 79ft down Superior Avenue. He also reported that the garden will be fenced on all four sides with an 8-foot main gate and a 4-foot gate facing Main Street, plus an 8-foot gate facing North Superior Avenue. Jason reported that the next Imagine Concrete meeting will be held on June 9, at 6 p.m., at the Pilots Lounge.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: In Rick’s absence, Andrea Fichter reported that Rick had included an update in their packets.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea Fichter reported that Paul Rider had finished the review of the annual report and she had mailed it in. She reported that she is waiting to hear back from the auditors for when the Federal Single Audit will take place.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that the town has one house left to get to the closing paper stages for the Hazard Mitigation Grant for the landslide area. He stated that the town may possibly use two of the homes for controlled burn training for the fire department. Mayor Wilson also reported that five firemen and four staff members had attended the NIMS 300 training on May 15 and 16.
Announcements: Jack Mears reported that the lawn crew (Dale Angell and Corrina Koenig) had done a great job at the airport last week.
Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:57 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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