Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
May 10, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Rick Cisar and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Michael Bakker, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Evalyn Goeringer, and Don Payne.
Public Participation: U.S. Census Bureau – Michael Bakker: Michael stated that he had appeared before Council in November of 2009 to give a brief update on the upcoming 2010 Census. He reported that he wanted to thank the Town of Concrete Council and its community members for their participation in the 2010 Census. He stated there was a 72% national participation rate as of April 28, 2010. He also reported that Concrete had a 26% increase from the 2000 Census with a 74% participation rate in the 2010 Census. Michael also thanked Jason Miller for the media attention the Concrete Herald gave to the Census. He also reported that with the mail-in forms being completed, the enumeration process has begun. He stated that they have had a few reported problems in Lyman with citizens not wanting to participate with the door-to-door questions. He also warned the Council and audience members to be aware that there are scams being conducted so if anyone is not comfortable with the door-to-door enumerator they can ask them for their supervisor’s contact information. He once again thanked the town and the Council for their increased participation.
Special Presentations:

 

Public Safety: Jack Mears questioned the street lighting that is part of the add-on. Alan Wilkins reported that the town currently owns 13 street lights along SR 20, which makes the town responsible for any damage or replacement costs associated with these poles. He stated that if the town turns them over to Puget Sound Energy and Intolight there would only be a minimal maintenance fee and Puget Sound Energy would become responsible for all other costs.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the bill of sale and turn these poles over to Puget Sound Energy, Intolight. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Wilson stated that he has observed the Sheriff’s enforcing the speed limit along SR 20. He also stated that the Sheriffs are discussing conducting periodic walk-throughs of the Town Center district. Marla Reed reported on an incident that occurred at the 4/5-way stop at the school. She stated that they have had numerous issues with a specific vehicle. She stated that she reported it to the Sheriff on duty and asked if he may be able to talk to the student. She reported that the Sheriff stated he could not do that until she completed all the necessary paperwork. Marla stated that she just wanted to the Sheriff to make contact with the driver. Paul Rider reported on a speeding and reckless driving incident that occurred near his home over the weekend. He stated that he called 911, an officer responded by phone and asked if Paul wanted him to come to the house. Paul stated that he told the Sheriff he did not need to come to the house, that he just wanted this safety issue dealt with and thanked him for making contact. Jason Miller stated that he is still hearing complaints regarding the Eagles Nest. Mayor Wilson stated that he will contact Sergeant Adams for an update on each of these issues. Paul Rider suggested that Jason Miller participate in a ride-along with the Sheriff. Paul reported that it is an eye-opening experience as to what the Sheriffs must handle.

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim Hobbs was absent. Mayor Wilson and Alan Wilkins gave a brief update on the meeting that occurred last week between the Town, Puget Sound Energy, F.E.M.A. and the State Department with regard to the Baker River Road. Andrea Fichter stated that she has requested a 90-day extension on the project completion date to ensure that all suggestions and comments are incorporated into the plans and approved by F.E.M.A.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: April 26, 2010

· Claims Warrants: #25751-#25782

 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Skagit County Sheriff – Ordinance Enforcement, Draft Ordinances – Firearms and Parks: Discussion ensued regarding the draft ordinances included in the Council packets. Marla Reed suggested changing dogs to pets in the item #7 of the Parks Ordinance and Jason Miller suggested changing area to areas in item #1 of the same ordinance. Andrea Fichter stated that she will have to review the leash law ordinances to determine if those also need to be amended to coincide with the Parks Ordinance. She also reported that once all six of the ordinances are adopted by the Council, the town will then have to work with the Sheriff’s office on an amendment to the current contract to include the enforcement of these ordinances.

David Day stated that these ordinances are in draft form and that no motion would be needed at this time. He stated that the suggested changes will be incorporated and brought back to Council in an official capacity.

Sewer Lien Foreclosures: Andrea Fichter referred the Council to the e-mail received from Barbara Thompson, who has requested a six-month extension on her foreclosure. Discussion ensued regarding the amount of the bill, the lien process and the financial hardship this amount could be. David Day stated that the Council can approve an extension, but that he would need to check on the legalities of the lien to ensure that it will be in effect six months from now. It was the consensus of the Council to grant the six-month extension request made by Barbara Thompson as long as she makes double payments each month for those six months with the balance being paid in full by the end of the six months. It was further the consensus of the Council to proceed with the lien foreclosure if a single payment is not made. Andrea Fichter reported that Mr. Johnson has made no attempts to pay his balance or submit anything contesting the foreclosure. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with the foreclosure of Mr. Johnson’s property. Further discussion ensued with regard to other sewer accounts that are six or more months delinquent. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with adding liens to the eight (8) accounts outlined in the Council packets.

Lorenzen Creek Re-Route: Jason Miller updated the Council and audience members on the site visit that took place at Lorenzen Creek and the report received from Bob Warinner regarding the creek being re-routed. Jason stated that there are three separate points where the creek would need to pass beneath (underground). Jason stated that the estimated costs for just these areas will be around $350,000.00. Jason further stated that a survey needs to be completed as suggested by Mr. Warinner and Kevik Rensink. Jack Mears questioned if the school has been notified of this possible re-reroute, due to their involvement with the creek. Jason Miller stated that the Fisheries Enhancement Group and Department of Fish and Wildlife are aware and enthusiastic about the project. Alan Wilkins stated that the re-rerouting would actually open up more opportunities for the school to research and complete plantings at the creek. Rick Cisar reviewed the critical areas map with the Council and stated that the re-routing of the creek would greatly reduce flooding in residential areas and open up the residential areas for further development. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with cost estimates for completing the survey.

New Business: Events Application – SWAN Century and Family Fun Ride: Andrea Fichter reported that this event will be held in the same fashion as last year’s ride.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Events Application – Concrete Old-Fashioned Fly-In: Andrea stated that this application is the same as previous years’ events.

Paul Rider made a motion to approve the events application. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Discussion Items: Fuel Cell at Airport: Nothing new to report.
Historic Byway Signage Installation: Alan Wilkins stated that on the days that the two Public Works Maintenance Workers are not mowing, they will begin the sign placement.

Daniel Place Right-of-Way: Alan Wilkins stated that the area has been mowed and will continue to be mowed weekly. It was requested to remove this item from discussion.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Jack Mears reported on a broken sink in the ladies room at the Pilots lounge that will need to be fixed.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that he hopes to have the birdhouses placed on the posts at the Town Center sign by the end of the weekend. Alan Wilkins stated that he is almost ready to call for an electrical inspection at Bear Square. Jason also reported on a suggestion he received regarding turning the Garden Club Park into a dog park. Discussion ensued regarding this topic and the uses already planned for the Garden Club Park. It was the consensus of the Council that the Garden Club Park will not be used as a dog park.
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason stated that the Mayor and Council need to decide if they would like to formally invite the Library Board into discussions regarding combining efforts and the future possibility of the Library moving into the Lone Star Building. It was the consensus of the Council and Mayor to invite the Library Board members to the next Council meeting to discuss the options. Jason also questioned if the Mayor would be able to attend the next Imagine Concrete meeting. Jason stated that the U.S.D.A. Regional Director from Olympia would be attending the next meeting to discuss possible funding for the Lone Star Building. Mayor Wilson stated he would attend the next meeting. Jason stated that the next meeting will be on April 12, 2010 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. Jason also gave a brief update on the community garden. He stated that the measurements are 250 ft. in length and 79 ft. wide. He reported that he hopes to have the first five posts in the ground by the end of this weekend. He also reported that the First Bloom group has been working on the birdhouses and will also start work on the boxes for the raised beds.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported on the possible application of two fill and grade permits from Puget Sound Energy, either this week or next week. He also gave a brief update on the need to update the Capital Facilities Plan to ensure that it coincides with the Comprehensive Plan. Rick also stated the Planning Commission discussed the design standards and ordinances for the Design Review Board at their last meeting. He reported that the standards will go to public hearing and then a recommendation will be brought back to Council for formal adoption or denial.

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the April’s Treasurer Report was included in the packets if there were any questions. She also pointed out the information included in their packets regarding the new law that becomes effective in June 2010 from the Liquor Control Board. Marla Reed questioned the Waste Management bill for the Clean-Up Days. Andrea stated that she has an e-mail in to Waste Management for a cost breakdown to determine what the costs would be to hold another Clean-Up Days event in September.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan displayed a new membrane and a damaged membrane from the wastewater treatment plant. He explained how the membranes function. He also explained the issues that can arise when the membranes are damaged. Alan also reported on the lengthy process of determining which membrane or membranes are damaged.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that the new banners have been hung on the street lights on Main Street. He also reported on the trees that have been trimmed and the ones that are going to be removed in-between the Senior Center and the Main Street sidewalk. This area then will be replanted with evergreens. Mayor Wilson also reported on the moving of the batting cages closer to the ball fields.
Announcements: Mayor Wilson announced that there will be a NIMS class on Saturday and Sunday at the High School commons from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 8:30 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter

Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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