Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
April 26, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Rick Cisar and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Doug Gates, Evalyn Goeringer, Gail Boggs, John Boggs, Bill Sullivan, Lou Hillman, Fred West, Don Payne, George Theodoratus, Allen & Carol Fabrick, and Bill Phillips.  
Public Participation: Allie Jensen, 45487 Limestone Street, And Unopened Right-of-Way on Daniel Place: Mrs. Jensen stated that she lives next to Daniel Place, which is neither a street nor an alley and it looks more like a lawn. She reported that once in a while a vehicle will drive up there. She stated that she believes this road should have been closed long ago. Mrs. Jensen stated that her husband will be turning 80 this month and cannot continue to mow the grass and keep up this portion of Daniel Place. She also stated that she believes the house at the end of Daniel Place is currently vacant, uninhabitable, and falling down. Alan Wilkins stated that Daniel Place is a platted street, but has never been vacated. He also stated that when someone was living in the house at the end of the road it use to be graveled. Alan also stated that when the Citizen Action Request was received, he sent Dale Angell (Public Works Maintenance Worker) up there to see if he could get the large mower up there. He could, so they will try to mow it at least once a week. Alan also reported that if the street is closed, it would land lock the property on Daniel Place. Alan reviewed the parcel map in Town Hall with Mrs. Jensen, explaining where the road is platted. Mrs. Jensen stated that she does not see any future use for this road. Mayor Wilson stated that this item will be investigated further. 
Council Report, Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller stated that the next meeting will be held on May 2, 2010, at 6 p.m., at the Pilot’s Lounge. He stated that as always this meeting is open to the public. Jason also gave a brief update on the tour of the Lone Star building that had taken place earlier in the evening. He stated that people were invited and allowed to view the interior condition of the building. Jason stated that this endeavor began during a joint workshop that was held on April 15, 2010, where the Lone Star renovation, funding and future use or uses of the building were discussed. He also stated that a meeting is scheduled to take place with the Mayor, Lou Hillman, Patty Murray and possibly other state representatives to discuss funding opportunities. Jack Mears stated that 10 years again, when this was discussed the estimate for renovation of the building was around $1 million. Mayor Wilson stated that if the community can come together, we could utilize volunteers to help ease the cost. Marla Reed suggested that the town get a dumpster and start cleaning out the inside. Andrea Fichter stated that since it’s a town-owned building, the town should be able to get the dumpsters provided at no cost. Jack Mears stated that as a whole, this project could become overwhelming, but starting by cleaning out the building and taking each step would help to alleviate the largeness of the project. It was the consensus of the Town Council to hold a community Lone Star building cleaning effort on June 19 from 8 a.m. till the dumpsters are full. Andrea will have a volunteer sign-up sheet at Town Hall for those who would like to participate. 

Special Presentations:
 

Public Safety: Marla Reed stated that a couple sheriffs had been present at the underage drinking presentation that had taken place at the school and they were able to answer a lot of questions that the kids had. Mayor Wilson gave an update on the meeting that he had with Representatives Dan Kristiansen and Kirk Pearson regarding funding for the public safety building. He stated that they had both been very receptive to the need for the new public safety building. Mayor Wilson also stated that they may have missed most of the funding for this year, but they would have it on their radars for the 2011 budget. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave an update on the need for the supplement request for the Superior Sidewalk project and the issues with the wing walls. He stated that due to these wing walls, they have to spend additional time that was not originally in the scope of work. Jim reported on the fee required to hire the structural engineer that will be needed to make the proper evaluation on the wing walls. Jim stated that he is comfortable moving forward with the recommendations from the structural engineer. Jim further updated on the evaluation process that will be completed by the structural engineer. Further discussion ensued regarding the wing walls, the structural evaluation and the proposed width of the pedestrian pathway. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the supplement request. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Jim gave a brief update on the Baker River Road. He stated that they have received comments from F.E.M.A and the state department and are working to finalize the plans. He stated he is hoping to get the F.E.M.A. and state department reviewers on site so they can discuss the comments. He reported that he has also reviewed the town’s Small Works Roster for possible contractors to complete the work. Jim stated that there were about 18 different contractors that stated they do road work. He reported that there are about 5 or 6 that he has actually worked with, but that he would advise the town to send out notification to all 18. 

Paul Rider questioned the Superior Sidewalk project and the turnaround time with the structural engineer. Jim stated that he believes she would have the evaluation complete within two weeks. He reported that once the evaluation is complete they could finalize the plans, which are about 97% compete at this time. He also stated that once the plans are complete, the town would need to secure construction funding, on which he is currently working with the School District for the Safe Routes to Schools grant. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Workshop Minutes: April 12, 2010

· Town Council Minutes: April 12, 2010
· Town Council Workshop Minutes: April 15, 2010

· Claims Warrants: #25728-#25750
· Payroll Warrants: April 2010 Payroll

 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Draft Design Review Board & Downtown Urban Design Guidelines: Rick referred the Council to the information included in their packets. He stated that these were draft documents that the Planning Commission has been working on for the last couple months. He stated that the review board would act similar to the Planning Commission as an advisory to the Town Council. Rick updated the Council on the process for a Design Review Board. He also gave a brief explanation on the time frame associated with this process. He also gave examples of who would serve on the board. Rick stated that the board would have to be on call and meet when applications are submitted, which could take several weeks to get everyone together. Rick stated that all these items were discussed that the last Planning Commission meeting and it was the consensus of the Planning Commission that the applicants would be better served by allowing for the staff to review these projects which would speed up the approval process. Rick also reviewed the draft form of Ordinance #661 that would set the design criteria. Rick stated that this ordinance is still in draft form and the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing in June and then it would come back to t the Town Council for formal adoption in July. Jason Miller questioned the benefit of adopting a generic ordinance that had not regulatory power. Rick explained that the ordinance is generic in nature and that if you get down to detail on certain items, then those regulations would have to be enforced. As an example, Rick stated that if in the design criteria it stated that only gray siding is allowed in a certain district, the town would have to provide color pallets that showed the exact color. Further discussion ensued regarding the board and the work the Planning Commission is doing. 
Main Street Fencing Quotes: Jack Mears stated that he had walked the site with Guyline. He reported that the current fence is in good shape and that he believes that the town could fix it. Alan stated that there was one section that had to be removed to allow for the Public Works Department to fix a storm drain. Jack suggested getting a quote on fixing the current fence and not replacing it with the chain link. Audience member Don Payne stated that he would like to see the chain link fence installed and the trees trimmed. He stated that if the trees were trimmed, then Main Street would be better viewed from the highway. Discussion ensued regarding the trees, their location and the view from the highway. Mayor Wilson stated that he had received permission from County Commissioner Sharon Dillon to trim the trees along this section, and that he and Rich Philips would begin on Tuesday. Marla Reed stated she agrees with Jack Mears on getting a quote to repair the fence. Discussion ensued on what sections need to be repaired and how it was originally constructed. Audience member Shelle Timmer stated that with her knowledge of running a daycare, the spaces between the fence pickets need to be either less than 3 ½ inches or greater than 9 inches in width to avoid what is considered entrapment for school-age children. Further discussion ensued regarding what is needed to repair the fence. 

New Business: Sewer Lien Foreclosures: Mayor Wilson turned this item over to David Day for an explanation. David stated that these cases would remain in court and the option of arbitration would not be used. Andrea updated the Council on the current balances and that the two accounts in question had the liens placed almost two years ago and there had been no payment attempts made or any correspondence from the owners. David updated the Council on the process of lien foreclosures and what the next steps would be. It was the consensus of the Council to go forward with the lien foreclosures.
Events Application – Cement City Street Fair: Andrea stated that this application is the same as last year’s event with the exception of the use of the town park for the motorcycle show.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
ADD ON: Mayor Wilson suggested offering an office space to the local Department of Licensing. He stated that the current office is not adequate. Discussion ensued regarding a suitable place for the Chamber of Commerce and the Department of Licensing. Mayor Wilson stated that he will contact Val Stafford and offer this to her. It was the consensus of the Council for the Mayor to make this offer.
Discussion Items: Ordinance Enforcement by Skagit County Sheriff: David Day stated that he had received the six items that had been discussed at the workshop and is currently working on drafting these for adoption by the Council. He stated that he hopes to have drafts to the Council at their next Council meeting.
Silo Painting: Mayor Wilson reported that he had received numerous comments from residents regarding the painting of the silos. He stated that the residents expressed interest in having all of the front face of the silos pressure washed. Mayor Wilson reported that this made sense to him but would greatly increase the cost. He stated that the town would have to rent a bigger lift, which would be around an additional $2,000, and he stated that there would also be an increase in costs associated with the time it would take to do this. He stated that with these added items, it would bring the costs from around $3,500 to closer to $10,000. Further discussion ensued regarding the painting and pressure washing of the silos.
Marla Reed made a motion to void the current agreement to paint the silos. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Fuel Cell at Airport: Jack Mears stated that he had forwarded the Council’s concerns to Jim Jenkins, who is researching this effort, and not heard anything further.
Historic Byway Signage Installation: Jason stated that he believed that the town had agreed to install the signs, which are at Town Hall, ready to be installed. Jason stated that there are 9 signs at Town Hall, with 3 more coming that need to be placed. Audience member John Boggs stated that each sign has a location chart attached to the sign as to where they are to be placed.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner reported that the grant application for the rolling gate has been submitted. Mike stated that it was around $2,400 for the gate, which the application was for, but that Guyline had also submitted an additional quote for the installation of an operator keypad for an additional $17,000. He reported that the operator key pad was not part of the grant application.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the April Parks Committee meeting had been canceled due to the tour that took place at the Lone Star Building. He also reported that he and Rich had walked the fence at the Town Park to determine the spot for the opening to be placed. Alan Wilkins reported that the opening in the fence had been completed and that he is currently working on the electrical at Bear Square.
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the community garden project is starting to become a pressing issue with regard to the expenditure of funds. He stated that the money needs to be spent and they also need to get the kids involved. Jason questioned how far back from the street pole they needed to be with the fence. Alan Wilkins stated that he would like them to be at least 6 feet from the pole to allow for snow removal. Jason also updated on the surveying that needs to be completed. Jason updated on the plans for the surveying and the digging of the post holes. He reported that Ed Rogge had donated cedar 2x12s for building the two initial raised beds. Jason stated that this work should begin by mid-May. Audience member Shelle Timmer questioned the reason for the lock on the east end of the fencing at the play area at Silo Park. She stated that she has witnessed parents having to go all the way around the fence to get to their children. Alan Wilkins stated that he was under the impression that the fence was intended to separate the skate park from the play area. He also reported that the latch lock had already been vandalized and had to be replaced. Further discussion ensued regarding the intent of the fence and the reasoning for the lock. Mayor Wilson suggested getting a quote on cable that could be installed to run through the bollards at Silo Park. Jack Mears suggested that steel picnic tables be installed under the cover area.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated the Council on the Shoreline Master Plan update. He stated that the consultants will come to a Council meeting in the future to give a presentation on the process. Rick also updated the Council on the application of two separate building permits that Jack McCormick will be issuing for hangars at Mears Field. Rick handed out sample site plans for these two buildings. Rick also updated the Council on research he is doing with regard to possible funding for the Lone Star building.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: No report.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on the turbidity issues they have been having at the wastewater treatment plant. He explained the cleaning and repairing process. He also updated the Council on the issues with the plates and time associated with the replacement of the plates. Alan also reported on the plugged diffusers and how that issue was resolved. He also reported that he has the electrical ready on the bear at Bear Square and will be calling Puget Sound Energy for the power installation. He further updated the Council on the sludge removal and the decommissioning of the lagoon.
Mayor’s Report: Nothing further to report.
Announcements: Jason Miller reported that he has applied for a couple different awards with regard to the Visioning effort. He stated that one was through Association of Washington Cities and the other was through the American Planning Association and the Planning Association of Washington.
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:47 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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