Town of Concrete
Workshop
April 15, 2010
 
6:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order.
 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Marla Reed and Jason Miller. Paul Rider arrived at 6:05 p.m. after roll call had occurred.
Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Rick Cisar and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
Planning Commission Members Present: Doug Gates, Don Payne, Al Fabrick and George Theodoratus.
Vision Steering Committee/Task Force Members Present: Lou Hillman, Vicki Dinkins, Rick Archuleta, Kay Brown, Barbara Hawkings, John Boggs
 

Audience Members Signed In: Allen & Carol Fabrick, Barbara Hawkings, Don Payne, George Theodoratus, Kay Brown, John Boggs, Vicki Dinkins, and Evalyn Goeringer.
Agenda Presentation: Lonestar Building: Mayor Wilson opened the meeting up to Lou Hillman and Vicki Dinkins for an update on the grant research they have been conducting. Lou stated that they are still in the research phase and have had a couple conversations with U.S.D.A. regarding possible funding opportunities. Lou also gave an update on the need for the town to be designated as a Preservation of America Cities town. She stated that this will allow for additional funding opportunities. It was also reported that the use of the building needs to be specified when seeking grant funding.
Mayor Wilson then deferred to Rick Archuletta for a further update. Rick reported that the first step was to ensure the structural soundness of the building. He also reported that before proceeding any further with research or grant funding, they need to determine what the use of the building will be.
Jason Miller distributed a handout which outlined general ideas from the Imagine Concrete visioning workshops, which could be applied to the Lone Star Building.
Mayor Wilson asked for comments from the Planning Commission as to what they envision for the Lone Star Building. George Theodoratus stated that he feels it would make a great town hall. Al Fabrick stated that he agreed with George and further stated that the current town hall building is about at the end of its usefulness.
John Boggs stated that a recreation center would need a building that had large, open spaces on the inside. He stated that if the current town hall building was used as a recreation center, that would allow for other entities to utilize the Lonestar building. He also stated that with the Sheriff currently located in the same building as the current town hall this would make for instant security for the recreation center.
Rick Archuletta stated that the configuration of the Lonestar building is perfect for administration but that he would also like to see a library and community center in this building.
Jack Mears stated that he believes that most of the walls are not load-bearing, and that they could be removed to create larger rooms.
Jason Miller stated that because the building was originally constructed as an administration building that it would serve well as town hall. He also stated that if walls are not removed it would also cut down on the time needed for remodeling. Jason stated that he envisions an area for town hall, Council chambers, Chamber of Commerce/tourist information on the first floor. Jason further stated that would leave the whole bottom floor for other uses.
Marla Reed stated that she would like to see the bottom floor used as a Boys and Girls Club.
Don Payne stated that he would like to see the Museum in the Lone Star building as well.
Discussion ensued regarding the deterioration of the current museum building and the need for a new location.
Evalyn Goeringer stated that she would like to see some type of agreement made between the Upper Skagit Library and the town to combine a library that could be placed in the Lone Star building.

Mayor Wilson stated that everyone has some great ideas. He reported on what he has envisioned for the Lone Star Building. He stated that he would like to see it house town hall, a Boys and Girls Club and the library. He stated that the museum is definitely in need a new building and new location. Mayor Wilson also reported on the Steering Committee meeting that he attended and that he wants to see this project move forward. Mayor Wilson thanked Lou Hillman and Vicki Dinkins for all their hard work on the grant research they have completed so far.
Lou stated that there has been a lot of local support and interest in this project. She stated that along with the support she has witnessed excitement for the project as well.
Carol Fabrick stated she believes that the town would have to approach the Upper Skagit Library and request to be part of the library—that  the Upper Skagit Library would not be allowed to approach the town.
John Boggs stated that if the Lone Star Building could be used as town hall and the library, then the current town hall building could be used as a recreation center and then the Resource Center could expand into the current library location.
Vicki Dinkins stated that there are grant funds available for every idea that has been discussed so far this evening.
Rick Archuletta stated that once the use is designated, we can apply for a small grant to start with an engineer on the costs to renovate and double-check the structural soundness of the building, including the specific structural walls within the building.
Barb Hawkings stated that the town and the county should get together and discuss the incorporation of the library to ensure that both are willing to work together on this.
Marla Reed stated that she would like to see more youth-related uses in the building.
Further discussion ensued regarding the library, the museum, the recreation center and other options for the Lone Star Building.
Paul Rider stated that he is in favor of having the library in the Lone Star Building, but he also supports adding more youth related uses to the Lone Star Building.
Jack Mears reported on the findings that occurred around 10 years ago, at  which time the town hired Lauren Freitas to research the possible uses and funding for the Lone Star Building. He stated that after that not much else occurred on this until Jack Billman became mayor and it was discussed again.
It was the consensus of all involved at this meeting for the Lone Star Building to house town hall, the library, the Chamber of Commerce/Department of Tourism/Department of Licensing, and to incorporate something for the kids as well.
Further discussion ensued regarding the grant funds and the need to seek in-kind contributions as well. It was also decided to offer a walk-through of the Lone Star Building prior to the next Council meeting. This walk-through will take place on April 26 at 6 p.m. for those interested in attending. Masks and flashlights will be available.
 
Adjournment: Mayor Wilson adjourned the workshop at 7:06 p.m.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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