Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
April 12, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: None
Public Participation: Town of Concrete Safety Concerns, Tim Forrester: Tim Forrester was not present. This item was discussed later in the meeting.
Special Presentations:
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson gave a brief update on the fire truck that the town will get from the City of Sedro-Woolley. He stated that the town probably will not receive this until around September.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief update on the decommissioning of the lagoon. He stated that he has been in contact with the lady from the bio-solids section of the Department of Ecology and is working with her on the requirements for the completion of this item. Jim also updated on the East Main Street waterline project. He stated that they are currently working on a right-of-way issue with the railroad. He reported that they are working on getting a title guarantee to determine if the this portion has been vacated and is in the town’s ownership so that the alignment does not need to be redone. Jim also updated on the Mill addition waterline plans. He stated that these plans are in the final review stage and should be completed by the end of week. Jim also updated on the Baker River Road project. He reported that they are currently working with Geo Engineers to develop areas that are key for the new rock placement. Jim stated that he hopes to get it out to bid by the end of this month and have construction completed by the end of June. Jim also stated that with the cost of construction being around $100,000, the town may be able to utilize the small works roster. Andrea Fichter will e-mail this to Jim for review and to identify possible qualified candidates. Jim also gave an update on the Superior Sidewalk project. He stated that they had to switch structural engineers to determine the plan for the removal of the current wing walls. He stated that he is also working with WSDOT on a supplement to finalize the plans.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: March, 22 2010
· Claims Warrants: #25665-#25680
· Payroll Warrants: March 2010 Payroll

· Voided Payroll Warrants: #2337-#2344

 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Right-of-Way Use Agreement, Harold & Cheryl Pitts: Andrea updated the Council on the work completed by Rick Cisar on the legal description. She also stated that she had revamped a current lease agreement to meet the needs of this situation and then David Day had reviewed it and made additional changes. David Day stated that this lease will work for this particular situation.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the lease agreement. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Towing Service Agreement: Andrea Fichter reminded Council that this agreement when originally written was set to expire within six months from its original date to determine if the company would be able to provide the necessary services. Andrea further explained the small change in the agreement with regard to RVs and campers. She also stated that she had spoken to Rich Philips, who had stated that working with Dave’s Towing had been very successful. Andrea further stated that no charges or fees have come back on the town since the agreement has been in place for towing services.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the agreement. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jason Miller recused due to Dave’s Towing being an advertiser with Concrete Herald.
Arbitration Decision – Skyles: David Day stated that he can’t really explain the decision. He stated that he is re-thinking using arbitration as a means for settling sewer liens. David further updated on the proceedings and the decision that was made by the arbitrator. David stated that he would advise against appealing the decision. Jason Miller recused himself from further discussion on this issue due to who the opposing lawyer is on the case. David stated that the costs associated with an appeal would be more than what the town would probably get from a decision in the town’s favor. He further stated that he will keep the liens in court. It was the consensus of the town to request payment for costs along with the number set by the arbitrator. Once full payment is received, the town will turn the water back on.
Quote for “Welcome to Concrete” signage repainting on the silos: Discussion ensued on the time frame for having this complete, the current weather, and how much longer the lift would be available. It was the consensus of the Council to have the painter use hunter green paint.
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the bid provided by Sydnes Painting. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried with Marla Reed opposed stating that she felt there are too many questions left unanswered for the completion of the project.

New Business: Draft Design Review Board & Downtown Urban Design Guidelines: This item was postponed to the next meeting, when Rick Cisar would be in attendance.
Discussion Items: Concrete Low-Income Housing Proposal: Andrea referred to the e-mail received from Pat Hayden, which stated that they are still in the research phase and currently have a meeting scheduled with USDA to discuss possible funding opportunities. Jason Miller reviewed information he had gathered since the last meeting on the different establishments in Sedro-Woolley. He stated that he had spoken with Lieutenant Lin Tucker regarding incident reports at these establishments. Jason reported that Lt. Tucker had stated that the housing authority is respondent but not active in daily involvement. Jason reported that they are preparing actual data on calls for each establishment. Jack Mears stated that he has been thinking this over since the last meeting and has changed his mind on the proposal. He stated that he does not believe the town needs this. Jason Miller stated that he does want to see the town pursue something that is not completely supported by the community.
Deputy Marlow stated most of the time problems are people-based and not income-based. He also stated that he and the Skagit County Sheriff Department are in no way against low-income housing but when you get into temporary housing the problems increase.
Paul Rider stated that with limited resources available in this area, the need for this type of housing would be better served closer to the necessary services; i.e., downriver. Paul also stated that with limited funds and resources, the town should be focusing on more pressing items.

Mike Criner stated that the purpose of the temporary housing is to allow people to get into affordable housing while utilizing provided services to get back on their feet. He stated that without the needed services, which are not available up here, then the housing units would not serve their purpose.
It was the consensus of the Council not to pursue the low-income housing proposal any further.
Ordinance Enforcement by Skagit County Sheriff: Mayor Wilson stated that this item was covered during the workshop held prior to the Council meeting. Paul Rider and Jason Miller updated the Council on the concerns of Tim Forrester with regard to his son. Both deputies in attendance had no knowledge of that particular incident, but said they would look into it further.
David Day stated that it may take about a month to get the town ordinances ready for adoption by the Council. He also stated that once adopted, they would then go to district court for approval and the town would also need to amend the current contract with the Sheriff Department.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner reported on a grant that is due by April 26, 2010, which the airport would like to look into for the installation of a rolling gate at the entrance to the airport. He also stated that this gate would be adaptable to becoming electronic in the future. Jack Mears also reported on a group of leaseholders led by Jim Jenkins, which wants to install a fuel cell on at the airport. Jack stated that the Blaine Airport has recently shut down and may have one available. Jack stated that if the town bought one brand-new, it would be around $40,000. Jack reported on what would be needed for the placement of the fuel cell. Jack Mears stated that Jim Jenkins would like Council approval to further research this item. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with the research. Paul Rider stated that his only concern is it being located so close to the school. Mike Criner suggested talking to Barb Hawkings as well.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the sign plates for the birdhouses have been ordered. Jason reviewed three things that he would like to see completed by the end of April, electrical and lighting fixed at Bear Square, graffiti removed from the SR 20 sign on Main Street, and the opening in the fence at the Town Park.
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason stated that the next meeting is April 14, 2010. at 6:00 p.m., at the Pilots Lounge.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Absent.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea stated that the March treasurer’s report was included in their packets if there were any questions. She also reported on the completion of the town census. She reported that they had only about four or five non-respondent homes. She stated that the population count was at 719 and that the town currently has 67 vacant homes. She also reported that she has completed the annual report and Paul Rider is performing the review.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson stated that the clean-up days had gone very well. Andrea reported that five containers had been completely filled with garbage; one filled with recyclables, and the scrap metal bin was also close to being full. Andrea further explained that according to the franchise agreement with Waste Management, Waste Management will only pay for four of the containers and the town will be responsible for the other two. She stated that the Council may want to keep this in mind for the planned September event, for which the town would be responsible for all the container costs at that time. Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the meeting he’d had with representatives from Rick Larson’s office. He reported on the possible combined effort with Red Cross, Department of Natural Resources, State Patrol and other entities to help with the construction and funding of the public safety building. It was stated that Don Payne had suggested repairing the fencing on the south side of Main Street between the Resource Center and the dentist office. Mayor Wilson will contact Sharon Dillon to discuss limbing the trees. Jack Mears will have Guyline take a look at the fence and get a quote to the town for replacement.
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 8:35 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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