Town of Concrete
Workshop
April 12, 2010
 
6:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order.
 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney – David Day, Clerk Treasurer - Andrea Fichter, and Deputy Clerk - Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Allen and Carol Fabrick and Jim Hobbs.
Agenda Presentation: Skagit County Sheriff Contract, Possible Ordinance Enforcement: Mayor Wilson gave a brief update on why this workshop was called. He stated that the town is interested in working with the Skagit County Sheriff Department on the enforcement of a few of the town’s local ordinances. Mayor Wilson opened the workshop up to Council for discussion. Jack Mears stated that he has reviewed the town codes and believes there are only about a handful that he would like to see enforced by the Sheriff. Jack gave an update on the research and comparisons he did with regard to local codes and R.C.W.s regarding firearms and shooting within town limits. He cited different code sections in reference to this. He also stated that he believes that juvenile curfews are also a concern, but that he had heard these may not be enforceable. Sergeant Greg Adams stated that curfews and other laws relating to minors have been found to be unconstitutional by Washington State. Jack stated that he believes most of the issues in town, which have diminished greatly since the Sheriff has been in town, occur between the hours of midnight and two or three in the morning, and are most commonly juveniles. Jack questioned if the Sheriff deputies drive by and see a group of teenagers or kids hanging around certain areas, do they stop and make contact. Sergeant Adams stated that most of the deputies will make periodic stops and question kids during the day and night. Sergeant Adams stated that he believed that they were here tonight to discuss the enforcement of criminal ordinances and not the civil ordinances. Discussion ensued regarding which ordinances are not currently being enforced, but which the town would like the deputies to be able to enforce. Sergeant Adams explained the procedure and what ordinances that he believes are most important to the town, such as noise, discharging of firearms and possibly drunken disorderly. Jason Miller questioned why the curfew laws are considered unconstitutional. Sergeant Adams stated that there is freedom of movement and as long as they are not acting unlawfully you cannot tell them when and where they can and cannot be. Sergeant Adams stated that what the town could do is put up park hours, that way anyone in the parks after a certain time can be cited for trespassing. It was the consensus of the Council to make all the parks in town closed from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m. Further discussion ensued regarding other ordinances for enforcement.
It was the consensus of the Council to pursue the enforcement of the park closures, loitering and public disturbances in the town center district, no shooting within town limits, noise nuisances, and no vehicles, off road or otherwise in the park areas.
Further discussion ensued regarding the need for no trespassing and danger signs at the silos. Sheriff Marlow stated that there have been some issues lately with kids climbing on and finding their way into the silos. Discussion also took place regarding certain code sections with reference to the airport and the need to tighten these ordinances.
Sergeant Adams stated that the town would commission the Sheriff Department as municipal officers and then the criminal infractions would then be run through district court accordingly. Officer Marlow stated he is happy to see the town heading in the direction that it currently is heading. He stated that with the store fronts filling up and the remodeling happening on Main Street, he feels the town is improving.
Officer Hendrickson also updated on an issue with regard to the Baker Bar Road and issues with where the town property is in proximity to private property. He also updated on the need for proper signage in this area. Mayor Wilson stated that the town will further investigate this item.
 
Adjournment: Mayor Wilson adjourned the workshop at 6:56 p.m.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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