
Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
March 22, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Rick Cisar, and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Evalyn Goeringer, Lou Hillman and Don Payne.
Public Participation: *ADD ON* - Harold Pitts, Hi-Lo Country Inn: Harold stated that he believes that there is a water leak under the ground on his property east of the inn. Harold asked if he would need to get a permit to dig this up to locate and repair the leak. Alan reported that he and Rich had walked the area with Tim, the past owner, to try and locate the leak and were unable to determine where the leak was. Alan also stated that Harold would not need a permit to repair the leak. Harold requested permission from the town to place a bench near the already installed waterfall fountain. Discussion ensued regarding the lease agreement and adding these items to the use of the property. Harold also requested information regarding placement on the Town Center sign. Jason Miller updated Harold on the process for the payment and placement on the sign. Harold also updated the Council on the man lift that he is currently renting. He stated that he would like to donate the use of this machine for the re-painting of the “Welcome to Concrete” on the Silos. Discussion ensued regarding the height of the silos and what it would take for the prep work and paint. Andrea will call Troy Sydnes to get further information on this item. Alan requested information from Harold on when the cut in the road where the water line was placed would be paved. Harold reported that he was waiting for the asphalt company to be ready and that he will contact them tomorrow to see when they may be available for this. Jack Mears reported that there used to be an RV dump near the old Texaco building that Harold may want to be aware of when digging to repair the water line. Alan reviewed the area where he believes the RV dump is located.
Special Presentations:
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson gave an update on the meeting that took place last Friday with Reichhardt & Ebe, two Council members, Commissioner Dillon and the Volunteer Fire Department with regard to a new public safety building. Mayor Wilson stated that the State Representatives that had been invited were unable to attend due to the Special Session in progress at that time. He also reported on the handout that was distributed and that these handouts will also be sent to the State Representatives that were unable to attend the meeting. Mayor Wilson updated on the emergency resolution that was drawn up as suggested by Commissioner Dillon and would require each of the Councilmembers’ signatures. Council reviewed Resolution 2010-06. David Day updated the Council on the difference between declaring it a disaster and declaring it an emergency. He updated the Council on the statutes related to each of these and stated that the statute in the resolution is the one to use for the emergency. He reported that the statutes related to disasters and the expenditure of funds usually relates to pre-disaster scenarios.
*ADD ON* Paul Rider made a motion to approve Resolution #2010-06. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Wilson stated that the packets that he referred to earlier will be updated to include this resolution and an updated letter from Reichhardt and Ebe prior to being sent to the Sate Representatives.
Jason Miller asked what the status was on different town ordinances being enforced by the Sheriff’s Department. Discussion ensued regarding exactly which ordinances the town would like to have enforced. It was the consensus of the Council to schedule a workshop to discuss this item on April 12, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. The Council stated that they would also like to have Sergeant Adams in attendance at this meeting. It was also the decision of the Council to start a citizen committee to meet quarterly with the Sheriff’s Department. Discussion ensued regarding the publishing for these meetings to allow for more public participation at these meetings.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief update on the meeting that was held today regarding the Baker River Road project. He stated that Oscar Graham was present at the meeting to discuss the environmental permitting process. Jim stated that the town will not have to go through the N.E.P.A. process, but will have to apply for a shorelines permit. Jim stated that the plans are at about 90% complete. Jim also reported that he would like to meet with the Mayor and staff to review the small works roster to determine if there are contractors currently on the smalls works roster that would be able to adequately complete this project or if we need to advertise for this project. Jim also gave an update on the Mill Addition and East Main Street waterline improvement projects. He stated that his office has received remarks from town staff on the drawings and they are making those recommended changes. Jim also updated on the Superior Sidewalk project. He stated that the basic wall design is complete and they are working on the wing walls. He reported that he should have the plans ready for town staff to review within the next three weeks. Jim also reported on the grant application before the Council this evening for the Limestone Street waterline.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: March, 8 2010
· Town Council Workshop Minutes: March 9, 2010

· Claims Warrants: #25665-#25680
 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: CDBG Planning Grant Application, Resolution #2010-05: Andrea updated on the public hearing requirement for the submittal of a CDBG grant application. She stated that this is a planning-only grant application in the amount of $24,000 for the design of the Limestone Street waterline improvements. Alan Wilkins updated on the project area and the waterlines that would need to be replaced.
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 7:36 p.m. With no public comment Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:37 p.m.

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Resolution 2010-05. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Old Business: *ADD ON* BOSS Construction Settlement Agreement, Resolution 2010-07: David Day updated the Council on this item. He stated that this settlement agreement and resolution will act as the formal acceptance of the wastewater treatment plant as agreed to between BOSS Construction and the town after the lawsuit and mediation proceedings. Discussion ensued regarding the dollar figures and the retainage release. Andrea and David both stated that the retainage cannot and will not be released until BOSS Construction has met all of the requirements of U.S.D.A. Jason Miller requested clarification on a letter wrote by David Day. David stated that this settlement agreement should be sufficient to close out the project. He stated that he is concerned with regard to the engineer not signing off on the project. He stated that with H.D.R. out of the picture, the town really does not have any other options. He stated that he believes that the town should be fine with the acceptance of the settlement agreement but he really has no way of knowing for sure if this can or will come back on the town. Alan Wilkins stated that he will contact the Department of Ecology for their thoughts on this issue.
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the settlement agreement and Resolution #2010-07. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried with Paul Rider opposed.
New Business: Concrete Low-Income Housing Proposal: Pat Hayden reported that he is at the Resource Center every couple of weeks, where he participates in a free legal clinic for low-income persons who could not otherwise afford legal services. He stated that there are many low-income persons in this area that cannot afford housing. He referred to the  closure of the Baker Motel, which left several people basically homeless. He stated there were not any types of services in place for these people to assist them in finding affordable housing. Pat reported that this was the starting point for the research into low-income housing in this area. He reported on a few different facilities in Sedro-Woolley that are owned by the City, which then contracts with the Seattle Housing Authority, which administers the program at these facilities. Pat stated that he and Lou Hillman would like to move forward with further research into the possibilities of constructing this type of facility in our area. He stated that he would like the support of the Council before moving ahead on this. Pat further stated that these types of facilities are controlled and usually have long waiting lists: You don’t see the same types of issues as you might see with other low-income housing.
Lou Hillman gave a brief update on the contacts that she has had with low-income persons through her job at Community Action. She stated that they had more than 8,500 contacts in their office last year. She stated that a majority of the clients are low-income, but some may be dealing with mental illness, alcohol or substance abuse and generational poverty. Lou expressed the need for low-income housing in this area.
Pat stated he envisions a 10- to 20-unit building, built on donated land. The Town could then contract with a housing authority to manage the property. He stated that he would also like to see it as transitional housing and not a permanent housing situation. Pat stated that he would like to get a motion from Council to research this further and look into grant funding with all reports coming back to the Mayor and Council. Mayor Wilson also questioned if the people would be able to come back on the town if they were evicted from the housing unit. Lou stated that with this type of transitional housing there are very strict rules and stipulations that the tenants are made aware of and then must sign a contract. Jason Miller stated that he is not ready to vote yes or no with the information that he has right now. He also stated that he does not like to see low-income housing clustered, because throughout the U.S., history has shown that when municipalities create concentrations of poverty, problems follow. He stated that he would rather see low-income single-family homes spread out throughout town. Pat stated that if the Council does not want to see this type of housing then he and Lou will not pursue any further research into it. Pat further stated that all he and Lou are asking for at this point is the support of the Mayor and Council as they research it, they are not asking for a yes or no on the actual building of the facility at this point.
Jack Mears stated that he doesn’t believe it can hurt anything to research it further and see if there is any funding available. He further stated that he would like to see what the options are.

Jack Mears made a motion to support Pat Hayden and Lou Hillman in their further research of this item. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jason Miller opposed.
Pat and Lou reported that they will try to set up a meeting for Friday at 4:00 p.m. with the Mayor and a representative from the housing authority.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner reported that things are peaceful at the airport.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the Parks Committee had met earlier that night. Jason reported that he needs to contact Adolph Nieshe at the American Legion for possible contributions for the construction of the horseshoe pits at the Garden Club Park. Jason also passed around an archived Concrete Herald that had a picture in it from when the Garden Club Park was brand-new. Discussion ensued regarding past and current items at the park. Jason reported that Alan is checking with Intolight for further information on lighting and electrical at Bear Square. Jason also reported that he will order the name plates for the bird houses that he has received thus far and get those placed on the fence posts behind the Town Center sign.
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason stated that the next meeting is April 14, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge. He also reported that they received the $4,000 grant for the community garden project. He also reported that Marla is looking into a $20,000 grant as well. Jason reported that the First Bloom program will be assisting with the implementation of the community garden.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick stated that the next Planning Commission meeting will be held on April 6. He stated that they will review the design review board regulations during that meeting. Rick also updated the Council on the changes in the town limit maps due to two discrepancies that were discovered while mapping for the Census was being completed. He reported that he worked with the County and the State to get these changes made and he will order new town maps with the correct information.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: No report.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson thanked Carol Fabrick for all her hard work on the Census. Andrea stated that Carol had reported that she has not had any problems so far and that people have been courteous and willing to participate in the Census. Marla Reed had a question regarding the clean-up days and how people who were unable to transport their garbage or junk would be helped. Mayor Wilson stated that he would be willing to have the dump truck ready to make rounds to help people who were unable to transport certain items. Paul Rider questioned the installation of the Douglas Vose III Way street signs and when they would be installed. Alan updated on the installation and the requirements from the Department of Transportation.
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 8:50 p.m. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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