Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
February 22, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Rick Cisar, and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Don Payne, Jim Hobbs, and Allen Fabrick.
Public Participation: Hi-Lo Country Inn, Harold Pitts – Parking/Stairs Requests: In the absence of Harold Pitts, Alan Wilkins gave a brief update on the requests made by Harold. Harold arrived a few minutes later and handed out maps of his project. He reviewed the map and the request with the Council. He described the sidewalk that was recently constructed and also reviewed the section regarding where he would like to place the stairway. He also stated that he would like to have three (3) spaces designated in the Bear Square parking lot for hotel guests only. Jason Miller asked if he also owned the property to the east of the hotel and if this could be used for his parking area. Harold stated that he could use this but he would also like to leave this parking area open for the public to use. Discussion ensued regarding the need for the spaces. It was the consensus of the Council to allow him to use the parking spaces with the assumption that he will issue hangtags for those vehicles belonging to hotel guests and that he is aware that the parking may not be available during certain town events. Further discussion ensued regarding the requested stairway. Harold stated that he would like to extend the stairway down from the hotel to the parking lot, which would cause him to use town right-of-way. Discussion ensued regarding the vacation permitting process and the possibility of having him lease that section from the Town. It was the consensus of the Council to lease that small section where the stairway would be placed for $1.00 a year. David Day will draft a lease agreement for this purpose. Further discussion ensued regarding other properties that Harold is purchasing or has purchased, and what his future plans are for these properties.
Special Presentations:
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson gave an update on a fire truck the town will be getting with an Interlocal agreement between The Town of Concrete and the City of Sedro-Woolley. Mayor Wilson reported that he went down and measured the truck and it will not fit in our current Public Safety Building. He stated that the current facility is not acceptable. He reported that he has requested a meeting with the County Commissioners and State Representatives to tour the current facility and to discuss possible funding opportunities. Mayor Wilson stated that he has requested this meeting for the afternoon of March 19 and will update the Council further once he hears back from each person that he requested to be there. Mayor Wilson also updated the Council on the meeting that is scheduled with the Skagit County Sheriff. It was the consensus of the Council to advertise this as a workshop to allow for the public to comment. Andrea Fichter will schedule the workshop for March 9, 2010, at 3 p.m.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim Hobbs gave a brief update on the meeting that took place with the school district regarding the landscaping and retaining wall for the Superior Sidewalk project. Jim also updated the Council on the two proposed task orders before them this evening. Jim stated that Task Order K is for the Baker River Road construction management and engineering. Andrea stated that the town will be responsible only for 12.5% of the amount on the task order and that F.E.M.A. and the State Department of Emergency Management will fund the remaining amount.
Paul Rider made a motion to approve Task Order K. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Jim updated the Council on the meeting that was held regarding the water comprehensive plan update. He reviewed the process and timeframe associated with this update.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve Task Order L. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: February 8, 2010
· Voided Warrant #25600
· Claims Warrants: #25618 - #25634
· Payroll Warrants
 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Olsen Tree Service Contract/Task Order #1: Jack Mears stated that he believes this is too expensive of a task order. He questioned where the money is coming from. Mayor Wilson and Andrea Fichter both stated that there is a specific line item in the budget for tree services and that the amount of the task order is within the approved budget. Further discussion ensued regarding the trees that are to be removed and the amount of labor and staff time that will be needed.
Jason Miller made a motion to approve the contract and Task Order #1. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jack Mears opposed.
New Business: US Payment Solutions-Credit Card Acceptance for Utility Payments: Andrea updated the Council on the offer made by US Payment Solutions. She stated that there is a onetime set-up fee and then a usage charge that is applied to cardholders each time they use their card. She also stated that there has not been a huge demand for this from customers. Andrea stated that they might get one or two customers a month who would like to use debit. It was the consensus of the Council not to proceed with this service at this time. Andrea stated that she would bring this back to Council if at a later date there was an increased demand for the service.
D.B. Johnson Invoice/Letter: Andrea referred to the e-mail received from D.B. Johnson with regard to the last invoice they were sent for the Franks Place project. She requested direction from the Council on how to proceed with this. It was the consensus of the Council to send a letter to D. B. Johnson stating that if they refuse to pay the invoice that no further permits will be issued to this company until this invoice is paid.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner stated that the sun was shining and planes were flying. Jack Mears updated the Council on a new bill before the House of Representatives that is associated with Department of Transportation Aviation division funds and how they will be affected if the bill is passed.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason stated that the Parks Committee had met earlier this evening and discussed more on the trails and that they are going to get a map that shows the parcels and the owners that are along the proposed trailways. He stated that they had also discussed signage. Mayor Wilson gave an update on a conversation that he’d with Kevik Rensink regarding rerouting Lorenzen Creek. Mayor Wilson stated that there is a window for project implementation, which is between June and October. Jason stated that the Parks Committee also will work on getting the bear repainted, while Alan Wilkins will look into getting the lighting and electricity reconnected at Bear Square and creating an opening in the fence at the Town Park. Jason also reported on a sign that needs to have the graffiti removed. Discussion ensued regarding the fencing at the Garden Club Park.
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jack Mears updated the Council on a conversation that he’d had with Lou Hillman regarding the Lone Star Building. Discussion ensued regarding the walk-through that took place at the Lone Star Building. Jason stated that the report on the building stability came back and it was stated that the building is structurally sound. Discussion ensued regarding trying to prevent any future deterioration of the building by blocking off some windows and fixing a few major leaks. Further discussion ensued on the future plans for the Lone Star Building. It was the consensus of the Council to schedule a joint workshop between the Council, the Planning Commission and the Imagine Concrete task force assigned to the Lone Star Building. It was the consensus of the Council to schedule this workshop for Thursday, April 15, at 6 p.m.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that the next meeting is on March 2. He stated that they will review the criteria for a Design Review Board. He also reported on a meeting that he’d had with Brian Hansen who owns the mini-storage. Rick updated the Council on Brian’s ideas for future improvements to that property. Rick also updated the Council on the possibility of a single-family home being built in the near future on Robertson Court.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea updated the Council on the Town Census that will take place beginning mid March and will have to be completed no later than April 9, 2010. She stated that the Town has not conducted its own census since 1987 and that the State recommends that these are done every 5 to 10 years. She also stated that they might be able to use high-school students, but she needed to look into the requirements.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson had nothing further to report.
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:24 p.m. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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