Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
February 8, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Rick Archuletta, Jim Hobbs, Doug Gates, Evelyn Goeringer, Darla and Robin Feetham, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Fred West, and Don Payne.
Public Participation: Bill Chamness - Canceled.
Special Presentations: None
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson referred to the on-call report from the Skagit County Sheriff Department. The report stated call time, response time, and time on scenes. The Town Council requested dates that coincide with the incident times on the report. Mayor Wilson also reported that the length of the water rescue boat was 18 ft. and not the previously reported 24 ft.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim Hobbs gave a brief update on the current projects his office is working on. He reported that there is a finalized design on the retaining wall for the school sidewalk project. He announced that there will be a meeting tomorrow between staff and the school district to discuss possible funding opportunities, and landscaping regarding the school sidewalk project. He stated that he will meet with Alan to discuss final alignment and curb ramps for the Mill Addition water line. He also reported that the East Concrete water line is at about 60% complete on the design and he will schedule a review meeting with staff to incorporate any suggested revisions. Jim stated that Baker River Road design packets are also complete. He will bring the packets and the task order for this project to the next meeting. He stated that he had also spoken with Alan regarding the decommissioning of the lagoon, and he does not have any price estimates yet for this.
Mayor Wilson and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter updated the Town Council on task order J submitted by Reichhardt & Ebe for 2010 on-call services.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Task Order J. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: January 25, 2010
· Claims Warrants: #25578 - #25617
 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Resolution 2010-03 – Strengthening Families Program Funding Support:

Andrea updated the Town Council on the resolution.
Paul Rider made a motion to approve Resolution 2010-03. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
New Business: PAW & APA 2010 Joint Award Program Nominations: Planner Rick Cisar updated the Town Council on these types of award nominations, and the process for the application. He stated that award winners are recognized in August at the annual event, which is being held in Vancouver, Wash., this year. Discussion ensued on who should submit the application. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with the application.
Councilmember Jason Miller – Concerns regarding the Hub Tavern: Jason Miller stated that the activity outside of the Hub Tavern is not family friendly and that the loud and obnoxious behavior of the Hub’s patrons may deter people/families from attending the Concrete Theatre. Jason asked the Town Council what they would like to see downtown. Jason stated that he would like to see the downtown as a place that families would like to visit. He would also like to inquire about what the Skagit County Sheriff would be willing to do. Jason referred to the report from the Sheriff with regard to the calls received regarding the Hub. Discussion ensued about issues with people on the sidewalk in front of the Hub. An audience member stated that he thinks it is more than just people outside smoking. He stated that it’s also about drinking, fighting, and loud behavior. Mayor asked if the town is trying to irritate one business owner to compensate for another business owner. Further discussion ensued on various options regarding this matter. Jason suggested having a conversation with the owner of the Hub and start off by requesting that he have his patrons use the back alley to smoke, and keeping them off the sidewalks. Audience member Robin Feetham stated that this is not just an issue isolated to Concrete, that it is a problem everywhere. Further discussion ensued regarding everyone’s concerns. Jason stated that if Eldon, owner of the Hub, wants to be a responsible business owner he will try to accommodate and remedy these concerns. The Mayor suggested that the business owners should approach the Hub’s owner first and then consider taking it to the Chamber of Commerce as their next step and that if these two things fail to get results then the town can consider getting involved. Marla stated that she believes that the business owners need to work it out amongst themselves, before the town gets involved. An audience member stated that what he was hearing was that the town wants the business owners to do the Town’s job. Further discussion ensued regarding these issues, and what can be done with the situation. The Mayor stated that he will go and talk to Eldon with another Councilmember. Jason stated that he would go with the Mayor, and requested that an emphasis patrol be requested for this weekend from the Skagit County Sheriff’s office from 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Friday, from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Saturday, and from 3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Sunday. It was the consensus of the Town Council to request emphasis patrols for the opening of the Concrete Theatre this weekend.

Airport Lease #43 Jan Zumwalt and #22 Warren Zumwalt: Andrea updated the Council on the utilization of the waiting list, and that these two people wanted these available lots.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the airport leases. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Real Estate Purchase: Larry Bergsma, Vacant Lots Near Landslide: The Mayor and Andrea updated the Council on the possible real estate purchase of Larry Bergsma’s vacant lots, which are located near the landslide and are unable to be purchased through the Hazard Mitigation Grant. Andrea explained the reasons why this has to be done separately from the Hazard Mitigation Grant.
Jack Mears made the motion to approve the purchase for $5,000.00. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Resolution #2010-04 – 2010 Amended Fee schedule / Ordinance #659 Amending CMC 13.10.040: Andrea updated the Council on these items regarding water connection fees for fire suppression.

Mike Criner made the motion to approve Resolution #2010-04 and Ordinance #659. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner stated that the sun was shining, planes were flying, and the Soup Feed was a success.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reviewed the map with proposed hiking and biking trails located within the town limits. He stated that they would like to paint the arbor over the bear at Bear Square and would also like to get the bear recording and the lights in working order again. He stated that they have all of the birdhouses for the Town Center sign fence posts and that each house will have a small brass plate with the maker’s name on it.
Imagine Concrete: Jason Miller: Jason Miller stated that the next meeting will be at the Pilots Lounge on February 10, 2010, at 6:00 p.m. Eric Archuletta stated that there will be two students who will give presentations at the Feb. 10 Imagine Concrete meeting, on a collaborative film festival that would be between the Town and Hazel Wolf. Jason stated that there hasn’t been much recent progress on the Community Garden or the Lone Star building at this time.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated the council on the last Planning Commission meeting. He reported that Oscar Graham gave a presentation on the Shoreline Master program, and the 2½ year process. Rick also reported that the Planning Commission also received an update on the community outreach plan and program associated with the Shorelines Master Plan update. Rick stated that they also reviewed the amendments for the Planning Commission bylaws, and changed the section regarding the chair only voting in the event of a tie. He stated that they also went over the design review board regulations. Rick also updated the Council on the possibility of building some self-help housing on the 120-lot proposal. Rick stated that they would need about 10 to 15 families to be interested in the self-help Housing. Rick stated that he has been involved in self-help housing projects in other jurisdictions and that this program gets great results. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the year-end budget numbers were included in their Council packets.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan stated that Enviroquip visited the Wastewater treatment Plant and is looking into some questions that he had. He also reported that the Department of Ecology also came up for a visit.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson stated that there is a Town Council training class, which is required by Association of Washington Cities Risk Management Agency. The training will be held in Darrington this July. The Mayor also updated the Council on the hiring of an additional maintenance worker, and that she starts tomorrow. He also reported on an additional movie night donation. Discussion ensued about the movie nights competing with the theatre. Andrea stated that she will keep in contact with the theatre owners to avoid any conflicts. Mayor Wilson also reported on a health related nuisance on Limestone. He stated that the resident had been sent numerous letters and has also received fines from the Town and the Health department. As the next step, the Mayor said he was going to contact Child Protective Services.
Announcements: None
Executive Session: At 8:35 p.m. Mayor Wilson called for a fifteen (15)-minute executive session to discuss Wastewater Treatment Plant litigation. The Mayor reconvened the meeting at 8:53 p.m. David Day updated the public on the compromise of around $130,000.00 to settle the Wastewater Treatment Plant lawsuit. David stated that the Council’s decision to make the compromise was discussed at the conclusion of the mediation. The $130,000.00 is above the funding available but will dissolve the wastewater treatment plant litigation and deter any further litigation or proceedings.
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the payment to BOSS Construction. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried with Marla Reed opposed.
 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:55 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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