Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
January 11, 2010
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Rick Cisar and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Doug Gates, Evalyn Goeringer, Allen and Carol Fabrick, William Phillips, Jim Hobbs, Don Payne, and Robin and Darla Feetham.
Public Participation: None
Special Presentations:
Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on the yearly call log received from the Skagit County Sheriff’s Department. Mayor Wilson stated that there were around 750 calls for the entire year within the Town limits. Mike Criner questioned how this report compares to last year’s. Mayor Wilson stated that he would look into that. Marla Reed stated that she believes they are doing a good job right now.
Audience member Robin Feetham reported on an incident that occurred near the boat launch at the Baker and Skagit Rivers. He stated that he and his wife went down to the river around 9:00 p.m. to walk their dog. He reported that they had only been there a few minutes when two Sheriff cruisers pulled in and blocked them from leaving and proceeded to question why they were down there. Robin reported that he told the deputy that they were down there to walk their dog just as they have been doing for the last 20 years. Robin stated that the deputy responded by saying that there was no reason for Robin to get “snotty” with him. Robin further reported that he stated to the deputy that he used to be the mayor for the Town of Concrete. Robin stated that the deputy responded by stating that he knew who Robin was. Robin reported that not long after that, the deputies left. He also stated that he was disappointed with the way he was treated by the deputies. Robin stated that he believes that there should be a certain amount of comradeship between the townspeople and the Sheriff’s Department.
Discussion ensued regarding the letter that was sent to the Sheriff’s Department by the Town informing them of the town’s possible intentions regarding the renewal of the contract for 2011.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim reported that his office had recently received information from the State Department regarding the funding and the requirements for the Baker River Road repair and construction. He stated that the approved funding is around $103,000, of which the Town will be responsible for 12.5%. Mayor Wilson questioned if this amount would be enough to complete the project. Jim stated that it should be, but he had not had a chance to look through all the information included in the packet. Mayor Wilson reported that there is a possibility that Puget Sound Energy may contribute to the project, either with engineering or funding. Jim also reported on the meeting that he’d had with Barbara Hawkings to discuss the retaining wall for the school sidewalk project. Jim stated that the remaining funds left in this grant should be enough to complete the design. Jim stated that he’d also met with Lee Matier, the school district maintenance supervisor, to discuss landscaping options. Marla Reed questioned when this project would begin construction. Jim reported that the funding still needs to be secured for construction so that would most likely push the construction into the summer of 2011. He also stated that he is currently looking into a Safe Routes to School grant funding program for the construction funding. Jim also reported on the remaining work to be completed on the Main Street Sidewalk project. He stated that the contractor needs to complete the topsoil and seeding and it should be completed in the early spring. Jim also reported on the Mill addition waterline project and the continuing design process. He stated that they are currently concentrating on the ADA requirements and regulations to make sure these are incorporated into the design.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: December 14, 2009
· Claims Warrants – December 31, 2009: #25509-#25531
· Claims Warrants – January 11, 2010: #25531-#25548

· Payroll Warrants
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Resolution #2010-02 – Street Name Change: Andrea Fichter reported the Washington State Department of Transportation stated it would be around $1,300 for the street signs on the highway to be replaced and that the town would be responsible for this cost. It was the consensus of the Council to inquire if the town can provide the signs to offset the cost of installation.
Paul Rider made a motion to approve Resolution #2010-02, authorizing the name change for the portion of E Avenue north of State Route 20 and just south of Main Street to Douglas Vose III Way. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Planning Commission Vacancy – Applications and Appointment: Rick Cisar updated the Council on the resignation of Mike Apple and the possible resignation of Jean Johnson. Rick stated that both applicants were present at tonight’s meeting, who are Allen Fabrick and William Phillips. Rick stated that it may be possible to appoint both applicants.
The Council requested that each applicant approach the podium and introduce themselves and their reasons for wanting to serve on the Planning Commission.
William Phillips: William stated that he had purchased a home in the Cape Horn area a few years ago. He reported that since he retired, he found that he has a lot of spare time and he would like to use it to commit himself to the betterment of the town. He stated that he has visited the museum and has seen that this used to be a thriving community and he would like to help and be a part of getting the town back to where it once was. He also reported that he would like to help improve the town’s national exposure. He stated that he would also like to help expand people’s knowledge of the community and the area.
Allen Fabrick: Allen stated that he and his wife have lived on Matier Court near the airport for about seven years now. He reported that his knowledge of planning and dealing with different authorities in the planning process began about 32 years ago. He reported that he has developed 5 different lots and was also involved in a short plat development. He stated that he has dealt with and has knowledge of the permitting process. He reported that he has witnessed the town’s potential and he would like to help in the process of the town living up to its potential.
Jason Miller stated that Allen and Carol Fabrick are constant faces that he sees at the Council meeting and virtually any time the general public is asked to engage in the community. He stated that to him this verifies their commitment to their community.
Mike Criner made a motion to appoint both applicants contingent on the resignation of Jean Johnson and that if a resignation is not received from Jean that both applicants come back to the next meeting to appoint only one applicant. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
New Business: Ordinance #658 – 2010 Salary Amendment: Mike Criner questioned why this ordinance mentioned the Mayor. Andrea Fichter apologized for the mistake and stated that she will amend the body of the ordinance and bring it back to the next Council meeting.
Resolution 2010-01 – AWC RMSA Interlocal Agreement: Andrea Fichter stated that this is basically the same resolution that was passed when the Town originally signed on with AWC. David Day also stated that he had reviewed the agreement and was fine with it.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2010-01.Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Skagit County Interlocal Agreement – Geographic Services: Rick Cisar explained the process that town has gone through previously for geographic services. He stated that he used to make a phone call or send an e-mail to order maps and services. Rick reported that the County is now requiring the Interlocal agreement to perform these services.
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the Interlocal agreement. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Airport Access Permit – Allen and Carol Fabrick: Andrea Fichter updated the Council on the previous discussion a year or so ago regarding needed changes in the Fabrick access permit for the airport. Andrea reported that between herself, David Day and the Fabricks certain changes were suggested and made.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the access permit. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jack Mears abstained.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: No report.
Parks: Jason Miller: The next Parks Committee meeting will be held on January 25 at 6:15 p.m., prior to the next Council meeting.
Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the next Visioning meeting will be held on January 13 at 6:00 p.m. at the Airport Lounge. Jason stated that an update will be given on the possible grant funding available for the remodeling of the Lone Star Building. Jason also stated that he would like the Visioning Committee to take over the historical nomination paperwork for this building as well.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick Cisar reported on the 2010 election of officers that took place at the last Planning Commission meeting. He also stated that the Planning Commission had reviewed their work schedule for 2010. He also reported that the Planning Commission will work on incorporating the visioning initiatives into the town’s Comprehensive Plan. The Planning Commission along with the help of Graham and Bunting will also be working on the Shorelines Master Plan updates. Rick also stated that all Planning Commission meetings are held on the first Tuesday of every month with the exception of their November meeting, due to that date falling on Election Day. Rick also updated the Council that the Fisheries Enhancement Group will continue with their projects along Lorenzen Creek this spring.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she is finishing up on the end of year and beginning of year items. She stated that she hopes to have the final budget numbers for 2009 to the Council by the next meeting.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on issues with the computer processing equipment at the wastewater treatment plant that now seem to be resolved. He also reported on a few equipment items that had been delivered by BOSS Construction.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that mediation will take place tomorrow (Tuesday, January 12, 2010) in Bellingham. He stated that he, Alan, Andrea, Jason and David will be in attendance and that he would like at least one more Council member there. Mayor Wilson also updated the Council on the meetings that have taken place between the town and the homeowners in the landslide area. He also reported that he is looking forward to working with the Visioning Team on the Lone Star Building.
David stated that mediation is an accepted process that has become more popular in legal circles. He stated that mediation is a settlement process that gets straight to the heart of the issues. He stated that the mediator will most likely speak to the group as a whole and then will break off into separate rooms and the mediator will go back and forth. David also stated that if it does settle it will still have to come back to Council for final approval. David also reminded the Council that BOSS has been officially terminated from the project. David also reported on the work he is doing regarding the acquisition of the homes near the landslide.
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 8:03 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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