Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
December 14, 2009
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs and Carol and Allen Fabrick.
Public Participation: 2010 Census – Michael Bakker: Michael stated that Laverne Lamoureux, his supervisor, who usually gives these presentations, was called to Alaska on business and he would be presenting the Census information this evening. He stated that every ten (10) years, a census is performed to try and account for every resident or citizen. Michael stated that most federal grant and loan funds are allocated based on the population count of the entity requesting funds. He reported that this is a completely confidential survey with a total of ten (10) questions. He also stated that this survey is held as confidential for at least seventy two (72) years and that if he or any other Census Bureau employee releases this information, they can be charged, jailed for up to five (5) years and fined. Michael also reported that it is more cost-effective for everyone to fill out the form and mail it back, which keeps the Census employees from having to go door-to-door requesting these forms be completed. Mike Criner questioned a phone call he received last week from a woman claiming to work for the Census Bureau. Michael Bakker stated that no one should be receiving calls or even letters at this time. The actual census will not begin until March of 2010. He also reported that there are scams being reported and he will report this particular incident to his superiors. Michael also reported that they will be set up at Town Hall from March 19 to April 19, 2010 to answer any questions and they will also have forms available for those who do not receive them or if they have any questions regarding the forms.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the Census Partner Resolution and the Census Partner Proclamation. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Skagit Strengthening Families Program – Jennifer Fix: Jennifer referred the Council to the materials that she handed out and gave a quick overview of the program. She reviewed the information on risk factors and gave a state of the youth and families in our community. She stated that her job is to coordinate between the community, the families and the program itself. She also stated that the information provided for this community shows a need for this program in the Town of Concrete and its surrounding areas. Jennifer reported that this program is geared toward substance abuse and violence mediation and prevention. She also stated that a summary of the program was included in the information provided. Jennifer stated that this program specifically focuses on youths and their families and is designed to help them communicate and bring them together. She also outlined the countywide goals for this program. She stated that most of the funds come from State, County and Federal grants. Jennifer reported that Skagit County has been very receptive with regard to implementing the program within its communities. She stated that the program identifies the needs of each community, along with the youths and their families. She also reported that the program targets youths ages ten (10 to fourteen (14). She also reported that this is a seven (7)-week program that would hopefully start in March. Jack Mears questioned how the youths and families are chosen for this program. Jennifer stated that they work closely with the School District and the School Counselors to get referrals and recommendations. She stated that the program is budgeted to serve twelve (12) families and if more families sign up or get referred, they are put on a waiting list for the next available program date. Jennifer requested around $1,500.00 in funding from the Town to get the program started.
Andrea Fichter stated that the 7.5% of the Town’s liquor profits that were going to the East Valley Community Care Team could possibly be used for this instead but she would need to research it.
Paul Rider made a motion to approve the funding request contingent on what Andrea’s research dictates. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Special Presentations:
Public Safety: Mayor Wilson referred to a complaint received regarding a request not to plow the sidewalks and streets. Discussion ensued regarding this issue. It was the consensus of the Council that they understood the request but the amount of complaints that would be received if the streets and sidewalks were not plowed would be even greater.

Mayor Wilson asked if there were any public safety items from either the Council or the audience. Discussion ensued regarding the renewal or nonrenewal of the Skagit County Sheriff’s contract for 2011 and the possibility of reinstating the Town police force. Jack Mears suggested writing a letter to the Sheriff’s Office notifying them of the possibility of the Town not renewing the contract in 2011. Paul Rider suggested that everyone should do a ride-along with a deputy. Paul stated it was very eye-opening experience and right now he is 50/50 split on staying with the Sheriff or proceeding with trying to reinstate the Town’s police force. Jack Mears also stated that if the Sheriffs are aware of the town’s intention of possibly not renewing the contract, they might be willing to work with the town on incorporating the enforcement of local ordinances into the 2011 contract. Jason Miller reminded the Council that, per Cam Steigleder’s presentation, doing so would probably increase the annual cost of the Sheriff’s contract even more.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim stated that the supplement proposed for the Main Street Sidewalk project extends the completion date. He stated that at this time the project is substantially complete. He also stated that the contractor probably will have to wait to finish the topsoil and seeding until spring. Jim reported that contract amount will not change, only the end date.
Jim also reported on a letter received by his office regarding the Section 106 environmental requirements for the Superior Avenue sidewalk project. Jim stated that the supplement that is included in their Council packets was for a change in contract amount, but that this would no longer be needed based on the information that was included in the letter. He stated that he believes that they can complete the design within the original contract amount. Mike Criner questioned if the false rock is going to be completely removed. Jim gave an update on the plan so far for the removal of the false rock and the process for the installation of the retaining wall. Discussion ensued on the retaining wall design. Jim stated that he would like to meet with the School District one more time before finalizing the design plans. Jim recommended approving the supplement for the date extension.
Jason Miller made a motion to approve the supplements for the Main Street and Superior Avenue sidewalk projects to extend the completion dates. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: November 23, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #25475-#25508
· Payroll Warrant – December Draw
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Old Business: Amend CMC 2.06.010, Salary – Ordinance #655: Andrea stated that this is the ordinance to amend the code as approved by Council for the increase in the Mayor’s salary.
2010 Salaries and Benefits – Ordinance #656: Andrea stated that this is the ordinance adopting the 2010 salaries and benefits that have already been approved.
2010 Budget – Ordinance #657: Andrea stated that this is the ordinance that officially adopts the budget for 2010. She also stated that the two required public hearings have taken place and no changes have been made.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve ordinances #655, #656 and #657. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
New Business: Resolution #2009-14 – Authorizing Water Fund Transfer: Andrea reported that this is the same resolution that was passed last year with a few changes made by David Day.
Jack Mears made a motion to approve Resolution #2009-14. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Upper Skagit Gardeners Club – 2010 Lease Agreement: Andrea reported that this agreement has not changed, except for the dates.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the 2010 lease agreement. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Oasis Teen Shelter – 2010 Lease Agreement: Andrea reported that this agreement has not changed, except for the dates.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the 2010 lease agreement. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Fairhaven Legal, P.S. – David Day, Legal Services Contract: David apologized for not reviewing this before this evening’s meeting. He also updated the Council on the increase in the hourly rates beginning in January 2010.
Paul Rider made a motion to approve the contract with the changes in the hourly rates. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Gary Dunlap, Airport Lot Waiting List Request: Andrea updated the Council on the request made by Gary Dunlap. She explained that Gary spends a lot of time out of the country and was worried that if he was sent notification of an available lot, he would not be able to respond within the required five (5)-day response time. She explained that Gary is requesting that he be allowed to put a deposit down now and when his name comes up on the waiting list, he would be guaranteed that lot even if he was unable to respond within the five (5)-day response time. Andrea also stated that Gary is current with his lease amounts and has paid the required fee for the waiting list.
Mike Criner made a motion to allow Gary Dunlap to make his deposit now. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jack Mears abstained.
Vacation Carryover Request: Mayor Wilson reviewed the request with Council. He stated that Alan was supposed to be on vacation this week but then it snowed. Mayor Wilson stated that Alan will begin his vacation tomorrow (Tuesday, 12/15).
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the vacation carryover request for employees Alan Wilkins and Richard Philips. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Oaths of Office: Andrea Fichter administered the oaths of office to Councilmen Jason Miller and Paul Rider, and Mayor Judd Wilson.
ADD ON: Road name change request: Mayor Wilson reviewed the proposal submitted by Councilmember Paul Rider requesting that the south section of E Avenue be changed to Douglas Vose III Way. Discussion ensued regarding this request. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with the name change process. Andrea will contact the County and research the process for this.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Andrea gave a brief update on the installation of the cable at the Pilots Lounge.
Parks: Jason Miller: No report.
Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason updated on the site visit that took place for the potential community garden near the Lonestar building. Discussion ensued regarding relocating the chipping materials to the fenced-in area near the wastewater treatment plant. Jason requested that the blackberry brambles also be cut away from around the Lonestar building. Jason also requested that the Sockeye Express be fixed and ready for use by the Mardi Gras event in February. Jason reported on the graduation of Eric Archuletta and the presentation that he gave at the graduation ceremony. Jason stated that the Power Point presentation that Eric gave at the graduation received a standing ovation and he would like to come to a Council meeting to give the same presentation. Jason requested to allow for this presentation on January 25, 2010. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with the presentation on this date. Jason requested the presence of the Mayor at the next visioning meeting on January 13 at 6 p.m. at the Pilots Lounge.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: In Rick’s absence, Andrea Fichter reported that they have received two applications for the vacancy on the Planning Commission. She also reported that Rick has been in contact with the Skagit County Mapping Department and the Town will need to enter into a contract with them for mapping services to continue.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the November 2009 Treasurers Report was included in their packets. There were no questions from Council.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported that the work they did on South Rietze Street seems to be working for the moment. He stated that they will be keeping an eye on it to make sure that it holds up during heavy rains. He reported on what they may have to do if the water does not continue to stay off the street. Alan also reported on the possibility of re-routing Lorenzen creek and the possible grant funding that may be available to do this.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on different projects that he has taken on since he began as Mayor. He reported that the next project he would like to take on is getting the Lone Star Building renovated. Mayor Wilson also reported on the termination of the housekeeper. He stated that he had received numerous complaints regarding her quality of work and that he also feels that her job duties could be better handled by the Clerk and Deputy Clerk, thereby freeing up funds to hire for a more needed position of an additional Public Works employee. Mayor Wilson also updated the Council on the meeting that was held with the Department of Health regarding the required installation of water meters and the new water efficiency rules. Mayor Wilson also questioned Council on the cancellation of the December 28, 2009, meeting.
Mike Criner made a motion to cancel the December 28, 2009, Council meeting. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Announcements: Jack Mears stated that the airport driveway needs to be graveled. Alan also reported on the new de-icer they are going to try on the sidewalks and he also updated the Council on the new de-icer/sand spreader for Rich’s truck.
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:45 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
PAGE  
v
December 14, 2009



