Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
November 23, 2009
 
7:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Doug Gates, Jim Hobbs, Evalyn Goeringer, Kiya Mann, and Allen and Carol Fabrick.
Public Participation: None
Special Presentations:
Public Safety: Mayor Wilson questioned if anyone had any public safety issues to address. Jason Miller stated that he would like to see the issue of re-instating the Town police force decided on, whether to proceed or not to proceed. He also reported that Cam Steigleder had suggested that if the Town does decides to proceed with re-instating the Town’s Police Force, they should make the Sheriff aware of the Town’s intentions to do so. Audience member Evalyn Goeringer stated that she would like to see the Town follow-up on this issue.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief update on the three projects that they are currently working on. He reported that the Main Street sidewalks are under construction and that the contractor is planning on pouring the remainder of concrete on Tuesday. He also reported that they will be laying topsoil and finishing the paving, which will be weather-dependent. He stated that this project should be completed within the next two (2) to three (3) weeks. Jim also gave an update on the Baker River Road project. He stated that he had spoken with Alysha Kaplan from the State Department of Emergency Management and that she had reviewed the numbers and sent it in for final review. Jim stated that he will keep in contact with her and get this project moving forward as soon as possible. Jim also gave an update on the Superior sidewalk project. Jim stated that he had met with the geo-engineer and the environmental engineer for construction cost estimates that he can submit to the structural engineer. He also stated that he still needs to meet with Superintendent Hawkings to discuss the plans and get the School District’s comments and suggestions. Mayor Wilson stated that he will call Barb Hawkings and set up a meeting.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: November 9, 2009
· Town Council Workshop Minutes: November 9, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #25456-#25474
· Payroll Warrants – November 2009
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: 2010 Budget: Andrea Fichter reported that no changes have been made to the budget since the workshop or the first public hearing.
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 7:11 p.m.

With no public comment or questions, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:12 p.m.
Andrea Fichter will bring the Budget Ordinance to the Council meeting on December 14, for final adoption.
Old Business: Fencing Quotes: Discussion ensued on the fencing for the play area at Silo Park. Alan Wilkins reported on the two quotes that were received.
Paul Rider made a motion to approve the quote submitted by Guyline. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Advanced H2O Contract: Mayor Wilson brought the Council’s attention to the Advanced H2O contract that was included as an add-on to tonight’s Council agenda. Discussion ensued on the proposed contract. Marla Reed and Jason Miller requested clarification on the amount to be charged to Advanced and the length of the contract. Alan Wilkins questioned if the contract included language regarding Advanced H2O contributing funds for the construction of a second source. Andrea Fichter stated that the second source could be done as a separate agreement.
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the contract. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
New Business: Department of General Administration Agreement, Surplus Program: Andrea Fichter reported on the agreement. She stated that this agreement will allow the town to utilize the Department of General Administration Web-site to both purchase surplus property from other entities and also allow for the Town to advertise its surplus property.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the agreement. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that the fence repair was complete. He also reported that the Town is looking into having the cable installed at the Airport Lounge. Andrea stated that in the franchise agreement it states that Broadstripe will provide basic cable to town-owned buildings at no additional charge, with the exemption of time and materials if the cable installation requires more than 250 feet of construction.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the Parks Committee had discussed the fencing for the play area at Silo Park at their meeting this evening. He also reported that they will be placing an opening in the fence just east of the Town Center sign.
Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the Task Forces had discussed the possibility of a community garden near the Lonestar Building. Jason reported that one of the discussions was related to possibly having an analysis done on the Lonestar Building to see if it would be worth trying to preserve it as it is now so as to avoid future deteroriation. Jason also reported that Vicki Dinkins and Cam Steigleder will be pursuing grants for the combination of the community garden and the restoration of the Lonestar Building. Jack Mears stated that they should look into Washington State Stimulus funds.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: In Rick’s absence Andrea Fichter reported on the resignation of Michael Apple. She reported that the vacancy has been advertised for and that applications should be submitted by December 18. She also stated that the applicants will be invited to the first meeting in January to answer questions from Council prior to appointment.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the October 2009 Treasurers Report was included in their packets. There were no questions from Council.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on the meeting that was held with the Department of Fisheries. Alan reported that sandbags had been placed around Lorenzen Creek just west of Bill Chamness’s property, by the Mayor and Dale Angell and the Concrete wrestling team also helped. He also discussed the possibility of re-routing Lorenzen Creek to help alleviate the flooding issues around homes and residential areas. Alan also described the infiltration system they are hoping to put in along South Rietze and Cedar Street to also help with the flooding issue there.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the conversation that he had with Tim Hart from BOSS Construction. He stated that after this conversation, BOSS agreed to go back into mediation and drop the lawsuit. He stated that mediation will take place on January 12, 2010, at 9 a.m., in Bellingham. David Day reported that we need at least one (1) Council member present but no more than two (2). He also stated that Mayor Wilson and Alan are also required to attend. David reported on the discussions and letters that were held between the Town, H.D.R. and Boss Construction that was mostly done through attorneys. David also explained the mediation process. He stated that there should be plenty of room for negotiations between the Town and Boss Construction.
Mayor Wilson reported that he will be doing some work for Calportland, on his own time and that Calportland in return will be donating funds to the Town’s Community Movie Night Fund. Mayor Wilson also discussed the possibility of hiring a part-time public works employee next spring or summer to help alleviate the work being done by the current employees. He stated that this would be a part-time/seasonal employee and that no benefits would be paid for this position. He also updated the Council on the possibility of the Town entering into an agreement with Skagit County for grounds maintenance at the Resource Center and the Senior Center. Mayor Wilson stated that the County might be willing to pay the Town for this work.
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 7:59 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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