Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
October 26, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Rick Cisar and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Allen and Carol Fabrick, Rick Archuletta, Robin and Darla Feetham, Doug Gates, Don Payne, Judie Legg, and Lacy Lahr.
Mayor Wilson called for a 10-minute Executive Session at 7:02 p.m. to discuss litigation regarding the wastewater treatment plant.
Mayor Wilson reconvened the meeting at 7:13 p.m.

David Day updated the audience on the current law-suit filed against the Town by Boss Construction regarding issues with the wastewater treatment plant.
Mike Criner made a motion to terminate Boss Construction as the Town’s contractor for the wastewater treatment plant. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Participation: Jason Miller/Eric Archuletta – Visioning: This item was moved from Special Presentations. Eric presented the results of the Visioning Workshops that were held. Eric named each of the Steering Committee members. He reported that it was exactly nine months ago that the Town Council approved the Visioning effort. He stated that the first workshop was held on April 18, 2009 where they began with round-table discussions. Eric handed out the Visioning Document that gives an overview of what was accomplished during these workshops and Steering Committee meetings. Eric continued to discuss different aspects of the Visioning effort. Jason Miller read the Vision Statement aloud. Eric reviewed the organizational chart stating that the Steering Committee reports to the Town Council and the Task Forces report to the Steering Committee. Jason and Eric reviewed each of the initiatives developed from these Visioning workshops and sessions. Eric also discussed the 121 surveys that were completed by Concrete High School students. He stated that the student suggestions actually mirrored the suggestions made by the adults at the round-table discussions, which he found interesting. Jason stated that this document could be used as a road map for the Council. He stated that it would help them to focus on what is wanted by the Town of Concrete residents. Eric stated that when the Task Force or Steering Committee wishes to seek approval for certain initiatives that they will fill out and submit a Project Planning Document to the Town Council. Eric thanked the Council for making this possible, he also thanked the Steering Committee members and everyone who was involved and volunteered their time. Eric stated that this is the first step in making the Visioning effort move forward. Audience member Darla Feetham questioned if the Visioning efforts and information that were started back in the late 1990’s were included in these the current Visioning efforts. Eric stated that yes they had been and that a lot of the suggestions were the same. Eric stated that Steering Committee meetings are held on the second Wednesday of every month at the Pilots Lounge at 6 p.m., with the exception of November’s meeting, which will be held on the 18th.
Cam Steigleder: Mayor Wilson called on Cam and stated that he would like to combine her presentation with the Public Safety portion of the meeting.
Cam introduced herself to the Mayor, Council and audience. She stated that she is an ex-police officer from Oregon State and now works as an independent contractor. She stated that from her research that the Skagit County Sheriff’s Department is a very capable and competent law enforcement agency. She stated that the question of not enough enforcement came to her during the Visioning efforts. She stated that the quality of enforcement was not the issue. She stated that she was asked to look into the feasibility of the Town re-instating their police force. She reported that the largest issue that was conveyed to her was that the Town has no way of enforcing its own ordinances. Cam discussed the contract and what all is covered under this contract. She discussed the cost associated with the current contract and still not having a mechanism in place to deal with the enforcement of the Town’s ordinances. She stated that the Sheriff’s are not able to bring smaller infractions, misdemeanors or civil infractions to the district court. She also stated that basically the Town is paying for 80 hours a week response time and the rest of the service is what would be provided without the contract.
Cam stated that she researched three different options for the Town. The first option would be keeping the current contract with the Sheriff’s Department, which she already discussed. The second one being not renewing the contract and therefore receiving the same law enforcement as other towns without contracts and saving the Town money. The third one being the Town could start a Violations Bureau. She stated that with the third option the town would then have a mechanism in place for enforcement of its ordinances. She also reported that it’s possible for the Town to re-instate its own law enforcement. She stated that it would require at least one Chief and one officer at the very minimum. She stated that she believes the amount being paid to the Skagit County Sheriff would be enough to pay two officers and have the Violations Bureau. She also reported that she believes that there is funding available to the Town if they wished to pursue the third option. Cam stated that it is totally up to the Town and the Council on how they want to proceed. She also stated that she has numerous contacts and research information that she will leave with Mayor Wilson and Attorney Day for their review.
Jason Miller questioned how we keep our officers here. He stated that he had heard that once the officers were trained and had served their required time, they would leave for better-paying jobs with different jurisdictions. Cam stated she would advise the Town not to hire new recruits who are fresh on the job. She stated that the Town could try and hire officers that want to stay in the community and that already have the required training. She suggested that the Town could offer their officers some type of incentives. She also reported that there are certain questions that can be asked during an officer’s interview that can determine why the officer would want to work and live in this community.
Jack Mears stated that he believes that the Town ordinances are how we determine the quality of life in town. Jack also stated that this has been his biggest complaint regarding the Sheriff’s Department, that they cannot enforce the Towns ordinances. Jack also discussed the different issues that took place when the Town decided to disband their police force. Audience member Robin Feetham also discussed other issues and instances that occurred with the Town’s police force. Cam stated that it could be as simple as just having the Violations Bureau instated, for enforcement of the Town’s ordinances.
Mayor Wilson questioned if Cam would be willing to help the Town in the process of further research and the process of potentially reinstating a town police force. Further discussion ensued regarding the Sheriff’s Department, the community and the Town having their own police force. Mayor Wilson thanked Cam for attending.
Doug Gates – South Rietze Street: Doug stated that he would like to see the Town fix the roadway at South Rietze and Cedar Street. He stated that the standing water has become a serious issue. He reported on one elderly lady that uses her motorized wheel-chair to get into Town. He stated that she actually got her wheel-chair stuck in the middle of the standing water last week and that numerous people had to help retrieve her and her chair from the middle of the standing water. Jason discussed the possibility of installing a rain garden on the west side of South Rietze. Doug stated that this issue is bad and needs to be fixed.
Special Presentations:
Public Safety: This portion of the meeting was combined with Cam Steigleders presentation.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: No report.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: October 13, 2009
· Town Council Workshop Minutes: October 13, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #25411 - #25426
· Payroll Warrants: October Draw #2288-#2296
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: Mobile Food Vendor Standards – Rick Cisar reviewed the staff report with the Council. He stated that the Planning Commission was recommending adoption of the two ordinances. Rick stated that the permitting would be done as a temporary use. He also stated that he requested expedited review, which was granted by the Department of Commerce. Rick reported that a public hearing was held at the Planning Commission level and then advertised for the public hearing at the Council level. Rick stated that no comments have been received during the comment period regarding these standards.
Jason Miller questioned the size of the mobile food unit. He stated that he believes that 300 square feet is too big. Marla Reed questioned exactly what areas would they be allowed to park in. Rick Cisar reviewed the zoning map with Council and also stated that the mobile food unit owner would have to seek permission from the property owner to place their unit there.

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 8:36 p.m. With no public comment, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 8:37 p.m.

Mayor Wilson remanded the ordinances back to staff for the suggested changes. Rick stated that he will make the changes and bring the ordinances back to Council at their next meeting.
2010 Utility Rates and Fees: Andrea reported that the fee resolution before them included all the changes as discussed at the utility rates and fees workshop. She also noted for the audience members that a copy of the resolution with the changes highlighted was available for review. Discussion ensued regarding the current connection fees for water and sewer and having them lowered to encourage new business and new development. Andrea reported that Jim Hobbs has a copy of the System Development Fee study that was completed by H.D.R. and he is reviewing it. Andrea also stated that this fee schedule will not take effect until 2010 and that the Council has time to change the connection fees prior to the beginning of 2010.
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 8:43 p.m.

Robin Feetham – A Street: Robin stated that in light of the current state of the economy, he is against the raising of any fees or salary increases with the exception of the Mayor’s salary. Robin also stated that he had heard from other residents in town, suggestions of actually lowering the current salaries for all town employees.

With no further public comment, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 8:47 p.m.
Mayor Wilson turned it back over to the Council for further comments or suggestions. Jack Mears stated that there are increases in everything.
Jack Mears made a motion to approve Resolution 2009-12. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Old Business: Skagit County Senior Services Agreement – Andrea referred the Council to the letter and the agreement received from Skagit County Senior Services that was included in their packets.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the agreement. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
New Business: None
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that Broadstripe has removed their poles as discussed previously. Jack Mears also questioned the article in the paper regarding towers that might be placed in Grasmere for the radio station that may be coming to town. Jack expressed concerns with the towers being too high and possibly obscuring the flight path at the airport.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that they need a load of top-soil placed by the welcome sign on the southeast corner of State Route 20 and Superior Avenue. He also reported that he is still trying to determine what species of tree to get for Silo Park.
Visioning: Jason Miller: No further report.
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated the Council on the shoreline grant application and the process of adopting the new Shorelines Master Program.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea requested permission to request funding and to pay JS & S Excavating as the invoices come in for the Main Street sidewalk project. It was the consensus of the Council to allow this.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on the ditch cleaning that took place over the weekend near East Main Street. He also reported that the sidewalk project has begun and will take approximately 16 days to complete. Audience member Darla Feetham questioned if the other ditch that was filled by the landslide last winter will be cleaned as well. Mayor Wilson stating that it has been scheduled to be done. Discussion ensued regarding complaints received against the Eagles Nest and possible drug-related issues. Marla Reed also stated that she has received complaints regarding Loggers Landing selling alcohol and tobacco to underage kids.
Announcements: Mayor Wilson reminded the Council and Staff about the Council/Staff party scheduled for November 22 at the Pilots Lounge
Executive Session: An executive session was held at the beginning of the meeting and no further session was required.
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 9:10 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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