Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
October 13, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Pro-Tem Jason Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Pro-Tem Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner and Marla Reed.

Paul Rider made a motion to excuse Mayor Judd Wilson. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, and Town Planner Rick Cisar. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Robin and Darla Feetham, Carol Fabrick, Shelle Timmer, Dan Olsen and Don Payne. 
Public Participation: None
Special Presentations:
Public Safety: Mayor Pro-Tem Jason Miller reminded the Council and audience that Cam Steigleder will be at the October 26 meeting to make a presentation and field questions on the current contract and other related issues with the Skagit County Sheriff Office. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a quick update on the Baker River Road project. He stated that he received the geo-technical report last Friday and has forwarded copies to the Town and will also send one to the State Department of Emergency Management for approval. He stated that he will work with the State Department to get the scope and the budget approved for funding. Jim also stated that with the weather beginning to turn, he hopes to get this project moving forward quickly. He also reported on the Main Street Sidewalk project. He stated that there will be a preconstruction meeting at Town Hall on October 20 at 3:00 or 3:30 p.m., where he will issue the notice to proceed to the contractor. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: September 28, 2009
· Town Council Workshop Minutes: September 28, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #25381 - #25410
· Payroll Warrants: October Draw #2286-#2287
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None 
Old Business: Planning Commission Vacancy, Application – Shelle Timmer: Rick Cisar referred the Council to the information included in their Council packets. He reported on the resignation of Brock Tenney from the Planning Commission and the application received by Shelle Timmer to fill this opening. Jack Mears stated that her application spells out what she has done and what she would like to do on the Planning Commission. Jason Miller questioned if she had ever been on a Planning Commission before. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Jason Miller welcomed Shelle Timmer to the Planning Commission. 
New Business: Towing Services; Service Provider Selection: Andrea Fichter updated the Council on the need for a new service provider for the Town’s towing services. Jack Mears stated that Dave’s Towing is right here in Town with an impound yard located next door to Town Hall and Carl’s Towing is located in Sedro-Woolley. Jason Miller stated that he would not weigh in on this item due to a conflict of interest with Dave’s Towing being an advertiser with the Concrete Herald. Mike Criner and Marla Reed discussed issues with having to use a secondary towing company for large vehicles. Marla suggested starting out with a six (6) month contract to see how often a secondary would be needed.

Mike Criner made a motion to accept Dave’s Towing with the stipulations of a six (6) month contract to start and adding language stating that he, David Chapman will contact the secondary towing company if needed. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with Jason Miller abstained. 

Tree Removal/Thinning Services: Service Provider Selection: Andrea updated on the need for the tree services. She stated that Dan Olsen from Olsen Tree Services is present to answer questions. Dan distributed flyers related to his bid proposal. He stated that he is proposing a maintenance strategy. He explained the process of thinning to the Council. He discussed preventative measures regarding the trees in town. He stated that he is a licensed arborist and has been in business for himself for about four (4) years now. He also stated that he has a great safety record with this company. Dan stated that doing routine maintenance can deter future damage from falling trees. Jack Mears stated that he seems very qualified but there are also other qualified applicants. 
Jack Mears made a motion to table the selection until Mayor Wilson could be present. There was no second to this motion. 

Alan Wilkins reported that there are some cottonwoods in town that need immediate attention. Marla Reed stated that she likes the idea of maintenance and not just cutting down the trees. She stated that she also respects that Dan came to the Council meeting. 

Mike Criner made a motion to accept the proposal submitted by Olsen Tree Services. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

David and Andrea will work on a contract and get it sent to Olsen Tree Services. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that Guyline is a couple weeks out for the work on the fence replacement at the airport. He stated that they are currently busy with State Highway work. Mike also reported that Andrea had submitted the needed paperwork for the official name change of the Concrete Municipal Airport to Mears Field. Mike also reported that Chris Edwards is working on plans to build a hangar on one of his lots. Jack Mears stated that there are some big cotton-woods near the airport that he believes are on school property, which need to be looked at. He also gave his reasons for wanting to table the discussions on the tree service provider. He stated that he believed that they were all equally qualified but he would have chosen the local applicant. 

Audience member Don Payne stated that he would like to see the trees between the Senior Center and Main Street either trimmed, thinned or removed. He believes this would make Main Street more visible from the highway. Don Payne stated that he had spoken with Commissioner Dillon and that she was against the idea. Alan stated that he believes that the town has a utility easement in that area. This item will be looked into further. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason stated that Jim Barbarinas, an arborist in Mount Vernon, will be donating a tree for Silo Park. Jason reported that he would like to get another of the same kind of trees that are currently at Silo Park. Jack Mears questioned Alan on the gate that is supposed to be installed near the Skate Park and the town’s stock piles. Alan stated that they will be installing this soon. He reported on a lady who was at the stock piles filling up her truck. Alan stated that the woman said she was told that it was extra that could be used by anyone. Jason Miller questioned Alan on getting an estimate on placing fencing around the play area at Silo Park. Discussion ensued regarding the height of the fence and where to leave openings. 
Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason reported that a joint Steering Committee and Task Force meeting will take place at the Airport Lounge on Wednesday, October 14, at 6:30 p.m. 
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated on the public hearing that was held at the last Planning Commission meeting regarding the mobile food vendor standards. Rick stated that the Planning Commission will recommend adoption of two ordinances that will come before Council during a public hearing scheduled for October 26. Rick also updated the Council on the Planning Commission by-laws. He stated that their by-laws allow for a non-voting student member on the Planning Commission. Andrea reported that she had sent an e-mail to Superintendent Barb Hawkings, outlining the duties of the Planning Commission and the meeting dates and times. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the September Treasurer’s report was included in their packets if there were any questions. There were no questions from Council. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan stated that Dan Radder from Boss Construction had stopped by the wastewater treatment plant to discuss the current punch list items, but did not do any actual work on these items. David Day updated the Council on the public records request submitted by Boss Construction. He also updated on recent discussions he has had with Darla O’Connor from U.S.D.A. and Shawn McKone from Department of Ecology. He stated that Darla had requested a letter summarizing all the issues with the wastewater treatment plant. David also updated the Council on the section of the contract that stated the town may with-hold dollars from Boss’ pay request that are owed to their subcontractors. David stated that the town may not pay these subcontractors but may with-hold the amounts owed to them from Boss. David also reviewed what is needed from Boss to finalize the closeout of the project. Discussion ensued regarding different issues and equipment problems at the wastewater treatment plant. David recommended that the Town withhold all money owed to any of Boss’s subcontractors that we are currently aware are owed money from Boss’s current pay request. 
It was the consensus of the Council to withhold the money received from Boss’s latest pay request until David gets set figures on what amounts are owed to the two subcontractors that have contacted the Town. 

Alan stated that they are still having issues with the vactor truck and they will be working on it this week. 
Mayor’s Report: No report. 
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:22 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
PAGE  
i
October 13, 2009



