Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
August 24, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Paul Rider made a motion to excuse Mike Criner. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Town Planner Rick Cisar and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann
 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Roy Cornelius and Robin and Darla Feetham. 
Public Participation: Robin Feetham, Law Enforcement: Robin submitted a letter of recommendation that he wrote for Mike Stump in May of 2009. He stated that Mike Stump had e-mailed him requesting a recommendation. Robin stated that he had requested copies of Mike Stump’s personnel file and the wrongful termination agreement that was settled between the Town and Mike Stump. Robin also stated that he had spoken with Pat Hayden and that Pat had stated he was surprised that there was no documentation available and that the Town had given Mike Stump a bad recommendation. Jack Mears gave a brief background of the situation with the police chief position at that time. He stated that when Ed Rogge resigned, that Mike Stump was the only applicant recommended for the position. Jack Mears questioned why he was terminated. Robin Feetham stated that he did not know. He reported that John Rantschler, who was Mayor at the time, terminated him stating he was not a good fit for the town. Robin reported that he believes that there was a wrongful termination hearing and that from this hearing an agreement was reached between Mike Stump and the Town of Concrete. Robin reported that Pat Hayden said that these documents should be on file with the Town, but if not he would give up his own records. Jason Miller questioned Robin Feetham as to why we are looking up this information. Robin stated that it’s for cause. David Day stated that the Town may not have it on file and that he as the Town’s attorney may have it. Robin Feetham stated that he would like the letter of recommendation that he wrote for Mike Stump included in his Town of Concrete personnel file. David stated that he would look in his files for this agreement and that if found he would research if it’s releasable information. He also discussed the Public Records Disclosure process with Robin Feetham. Audience member Darla Feetham questioned if the individual can request documents from his own personnel file. Jack Mears questioned if there was a settlement agreement. Robin Feetham stated that he was contacted by Mike Stump and told that the town was not living up to the agreement. David suggested that Robin request for David to look into these items. David stated that even though this has been put to rest, there might be legal issues to review. Robin stated that the Town could afford its own Police Department. Jack Mears stated that it did not have anything to do with being able to afford it but more to do with the way the department was being run. Marla Reed stated that she believes the Town should not have moved forward with such a big change so quickly. Robin and Darla both stated that they had not attended many meetings after he was re-called as mayor. Robin stated that he wanted something on record regarding these issues and that he was basically presenting this item for cause. 
Robin Feetham, Water and Sewer Treatment Plant: Robin addressed the Council stating that he is following up on the September 2008 Council meeting. He stated that he would like to hear what the auditor’s opinion of his suggestion had been. David stated that he believed Robin’s idea had been great but the Town had gone a different route using surplus water funds to alleviate the sewer rates. He also stated that originally the auditors had said that this procedure would be sufficient but then the Town was later told that the surplus funds had to come from an unexpected revenue, which was not the case with Advanced H2O monies. David explained the way the funds transfers were done. David stated that if the Town was to do this again, that they would get something certified in writing to make sure that this was the correct procedure. Robin stated that when the Town built the two new water tanks that the Town had used surplus water funds. He also stated that he believes that all the surplus water funds should go to the wastewater treatment plant. He stated that he believes that since the treatment plant is a water use and the Town’s system is a combined system, the funds can be used this way. He also reported that he has inspected documents related to the wastewater treatment plant and that he believes economic impact should be considered when receiving grants and loans that Town residents will ultimately have to pay back through rates. Robin also requested in writing why the Town did not have to have a public vote to incur this amount of indebtedness. David explained this type of indebtedness and the process of requiring a vote and not requiring a vote. David also stated that the source of funds has a lot to do with it. Robin stated that he believes that economic impact also should have something to do with it. He stated that he thinks the Town should look to the Federal Government for relief. Mayor Wilson stated that he will contact Rick Larson’s office to look into any possible relief via stimulus funds. Robin also questioned if any type of low-income mitigation was available. He stated that he had spoken to Lou Hillman at Community Action and she had reported on several stories of water termination occurring due to lack of income and high utility rates in the community. Robin reported that Lou suggested that he meet with Sharon Dillon to discuss these issues. Robin stated that he met with Sharon and that he waiting for her to respond on her findings. Robin stated that he would again like to petition the Council to go back and look into low-income utility rates. Mayor Wilson stated that the Town would have to raise rates for everyone else if low-income rates were offered. Mayor Wilson reported that the rates cannot be dropped any further and still be able to make our payments. Robin reported that the Town needs to do more to help save the residents money and he also reiterated that he is responding to this issue for cause. 

Alan Wilkins responded to the questions regarding voting on funding and rate increases. He stated that when the Town purchased a fire truck years ago, that this was paid for by property tax revenues, therefore requiring a vote of the public. Alan also explained the certification requirements for operators of the wastewater treatment plant. 

Mayor Wilson called for a five (5) minute recess at 7:51 p.m. 
Mayor Wilson reconvened the meeting at 7:59 p.m.
Special Presentations:
Public Safety: Councilman Paul Rider reported on his ride-along that he took with Deputy Marlowe. Paul stated that he was very impressed with the experience. He reported that there were three (3) deputies in town that night. He reported on the various locations where incidents had occurred during his ride-along. He stated that there had only been one traffic stop that evening. Paul reported that the cost of service was discussed and that the deputy stated he did not believe the Town could get the same amount of coverage from a single salaried position at around 70K a year. Paul stated that the deputy was able to review electronically where each deputy was at any given time and when they responded to that particular call. Paul reported that the deputy had also stated that getting the community more involved will help to reduce crime. Paul also reported that on the calls that were responded to during his ride-along. Jason Miller reported that he will also be applying for a ride-along. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: No Report.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: August 10, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #25300 - #25317
Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None 
Old Business: None
New Business: Events Application- Stargazing: Discussion ensued regarding the events application. Suggestions of Silo Park or the Airport or the ball fields for this event were given. Mayor Wilson stated that he does not think they need an event application for this and the Town should refund their application fee. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: No Report.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the Glaser kids did some weeding around town last week. He also reported that he and some neighborhood kids stained the fence. He also questioned when the oiling of the Town Center sign would be complete. Alan stated that they will get it done. 
Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason reported that at the last visioning meeting they worked on the visioning packet that will come before Council. He stated that the visioning statement is in its final stages. He reported that they also worked on putting together the task forces. 
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported on the most recent Planning Commission meeting that was held last Tuesday. He reported on the firms that had been solicited for work on the Town’s Shoreline Master Program. He reported that fifteen (15) firms had been sent notices and that only two had responded. He stated that he and the Planning Commission had chosen Graham Bunting, which has worked for the Town in the past and had the most reasonable costs. Rick reported on the process of putting together the Shoreline Master Program and the schedule for having it completed. He also reported on the funding that would be involved. Rick also reported that the Planning Commission will be touring the wastewater treatment plant at their September 15 meeting. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: No Report
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on the bids for the security camera installation at Town Hall. Discussion ensued regarding getting additional quotes. Paul Rider and Alan discussed the placement of the cameras. Jason Miller stated he would also like to see a Web-cam placed near Town Hall. Alan reported on the amount that would be added to the A.D.T. contract to install the gas detection for the alarm system at the wastewater treatment plant. Marla Reed stated that she believes that all the cameras and/or security should be installed by the same company through-out the Town. Mayor Wilson stated that he believes that the Town should have a couple companies listed for back up. Jack Mears questioned the status of the pump truck. Alan and Marla both stated that someone will be up this week to take a look at it. It was also discussed to have Honey - Bucket pump the Sani-Cans, no service, just pumped, until the pumper truck is fixed. It was the consensus of the Council to go with whoever the low bidder is for the installation of the security cameras. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that Cascade Days had gone very well. He also reported that he had spoken to Barb Hawkings regarding the re-naming of the Town Park to Doug Vose III memorial park and she will call him after the next School Board Meeting. Mayor Wilson also reported on needing to place railings on the stairs at the Town Park. Discussion ensued regarding what type of railing to place and the bushes needing to be trimmed. Mayor Wilson also reported that the crushed rock from the old grade school will be sold on-site and what does not get sold will go to the Town’s stock pile. 
Announcements: Wall-E will play this Friday for the Community Movie Night. 
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 8:40 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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