Town of Concrete
Town Council WORKSHOP
August 24, 2009
 
5:30 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order.
 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Town Planner Rick Cisar, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Larry Mitchell, Chris Edwards, Dave Pfeiffer, Kathy Pfeiffer, Ted Ferry, Doug Gates, Robin and Darla Feetham. 
Agenda Presentation: 
Concrete Municipal Airport Leases Revisions and Rate Increases: Mayor Wilson reviewed the enclosed information in the workshop packets. Jack Mears stated that he does not believe that the Port of Skagit County leases are as comparable as the Town of Darrington or some of the smaller Eastern Washington airports would be. The Council discussed a twenty percent (20%) increase for all leases. Discussion ensued regarding having an appraisal completed and how to determine fair market value. Jack stated that he and Andrea had discussed the section regarding the building of a hangar within the first term of the lease. He stated that they had agreed that section should read five (5) years from date of signing. Further discussion ensued regarding the term of the leases. Jack Mears read aloud from various sections in the current lease and explained what he believed to be the intent of the terminology. Jack Mears also stated that the assignment or transfer of leases has always been done the same way. He stated that it had been considered to add a fee for the waiting list. Jack Mears also stated that a lot of people are waiting for 100x100 lots and there are not any of these available. Jack Mears requested that David explain the triple net section of the lease. David explained the definition of triple net and also explained base payments, cost of maintenance, taxes and insurance costs. He stated that if the airport had fuel, lighting, or other amenities, that these are the fees that would be included in the triple net section. Further discussion ensued regarding triple net costs and FAA and governmental regulations. Jack Mears read aloud the section on assignments. Jack Mears stated that the lease is the right to occupy the lot and can be transferred or re-assigned at the request of the leaseholder and the approval of the landlord. Jack Mears suggested instead of raising the 100x100 lots up twenty percent (20%) that they raise those fifteen percent (15%). Marla Reed stated that she believes that the increase should be the same for all lots. An audience member stated that if the lease amounts are raised too much that he believes that some tenants may leave due to the location of the airport. Jack Mears stated that the airport fund needs to stay in the black. He stated that the auditors were upset that the fund was in the red and that Nancy Allen had worked very hard to get the fund back into the black. Jack Mears stated that the airport has to have matching funds for the grants that the town receives for improvements to the airport. Jack also reported that the taxi-way will take a substantial amount of funds to complete. He stated that the Department of Transportation Aviation Division wants to see the taxi-way completed but the funds are not available right now. One audience member questioned who would be in charge of having an appraisal completed if it was needed. Jack stated that he believes the town would be responsible for this. Another audience member suggested making the fee for the waiting list a hundred dollars ($100.00). Another audience member stated that Degan is currently trying to sell her lot and that Birney’s lease is getting ready to expire. Another audience member stated that he cannot add a hangar to his 50x50 lot and still fit an airplane in there. Discussion ensued regarding building hangars on the 50x50 lots and the options for these leaseholders. David discussed the five (5) year term and renewals stated in the lease. One audience member stated that they believe that the town’s water hook-up fee is tremendous. He stated that $50,000 for a 2” water hook-up fee is ridiculous. Alan and David explained how this amount was determined. Jason Miller questioned when these amounts were last reviewed. David stated that it was about five (5) years ago. Marla and Jason both stated that these amounts need to be updated and that the water and sewer applications need to be revised. Discussion also ensued regarding the two current access agreements and who the vacant spot was previously leased to. Marla suggested adding a $200.00 or $300.00 lease transfer fee. Jack Mears suggested that it only be $10.00. 
Adjournment: Mayor Wilson adjourned the workshop at 6:42 p.m.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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