Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
August 10, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, and Jason Miller.

Jack Mears made a motion to excuse Marla Reed and Mike Criner. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Robin and Darla Feetham, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Don Payne, Jim Hobbs, Bill Chamness, Rose Weaver, Shelle Timmer, Pam Fox, Justin Aires, Jerry Robinson, Vallaree O’Leary, and Evalyn Goeringer.
Public Participation: Jerry Robinson – Sewer and Water Service: Jerry submitted pictures that he took of the project that he is doing on North Superior Avenue. Jerry stated that there has been mass confusion regarding his water and sewer connections. He stated that at any other place, he pays for the connections and the stubs and mains are provided by the city or town. He stated that he just wants to clear things up so that everyone is on the same page. He stated that he would also like to see things outlined and things put into writing to prevent future confusion. He also reported that he never received a complete building permit application packet; he just had the one-page building permit application. Jack Mears questioned if things are in place now. Jerry stated that he is ready to go now. Discussion ensued within the Council, staff and Jerry regarding water and sewer line installation and to make sure that in the future that those contractors are made aware of their responsibilities when connecting to the Town’s water or sewer. Jerry stated that the next time he does a project he would like to see things in writing and a checklist available. Jason Miller suggested adding more of the detailed Municipal Code sections to the building permit application packets and a checklist of what the developer must complete and what the Town will complete. Audience member Robin Feetham wanted to add that this same topic was discussed ten (10) or fifteen (15) years ago. He stated that the Town should be responsible for bringing the sewer and water lines to the property line. He stated that he believes if the property owner does the job there should be a contract between the property owner and the town and that the contractor should be a licensed and bonded contractor. Alan Wilkins stated that they are required to be licensed and bonded. Discussion ensued regarding the filling of the exposed ditch and needing to have it compacted prior to re-laying the asphalt. Alan stated that he will inspect the lines tomorrow morning. Audience member Shelle Timmer suggested having a sign-off sheet available for when any type of application is handed out that the customer can sign off on what they received and when they received it.
Bill Chamness-Lorenzen Creek Flooding: Bill stated that he is still concerned with Lorenzen Creek flooding issues. He stated that the creek is so full of silt that it is already starting to flood. He stated that it is flooding right now on a specific corner. He reported that Wendy Cole with the Department of Fisheries had suggested that he build a berm around his entire property to prevent the creek from flooding his property. Bill stated that he does not want to have to do this. He stated that he believes that doing so would decrease his property’s value. He also reported that Wendy Cole had told him that it was the Town’s responsibility to dredge the creek. Mayor Wilson stated that yes it’s the Town’s responsibility, but the Town still has to adhere to Department of Fisheries regulations. Mayor Wilson also reported that Department of Fisheries also wants to daylight all of Lorenzen Creek, which would involve removing all of the culverts. Audience member Robin Feetham stated that he believes the Town should be indemnified according to the agreement the Town has with Department of Fisheries. Mayor Wilson reported that this item will be further looked into. Mayor Wilson also stated that he has a meeting set up with Wendy Cole for the end of this month to further discuss this and other matters.
Special Presentations:
Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on a meeting that he had with Sergeant Greg Adams. Mayor Wilson explained the eighty (80) hours of response time the Town should be receiving per the agreement with the Skagit County Sheriff’s Department. Paul Rider stated that he was told that we actually receive more than our eighty (80) hours. Mayor Wilson reported on an incident that occurred after the last Council meeting. He stated that he received a call from a resident who reported they had called the Sheriff for response on a domestic dispute where a rifle was involved and that the Sheriff had not yet responded to the call, which was made thirty-five (35) minutes prior. Mayor Wilson reported that he went to the scene where the responding deputy asked who he was and told him that he needed to leave. Mayor Wilson reported that this was the major reason for the meeting that he requested with Greg Adams. Jack Mears reported on numerous gun shots that he heard fired within town limits on Sunday afternoon and wanted to know if anyone else had heard them or any report of them. Jason Miller reported on an e-mail that he received from Cam Archuletta, who attended the July 27, 2009 Council meeting. Jason reported that her e-mail had outlined numerous questions and answers that had come up during the course of that meeting. Jason stated that he will contact Cam and make sure that it is ok if he forwards the e-mail on to the Mayor and the Council. Discussion ensued regarding the sheriff’s and their response times. Audience member Vallaree O’Leary reported on an incident that occurred involving her daughter and one of her daughter’s friends. She reported that the two girls had been stalked while at Silo Park and that she had signed affidavits from numerous sources that would corroborate this. She stated that she contacted the sheriff’s to report this and the only thing the sheriff would do was ask if she wanted to file a report, which she took offense to. She stated that she believes that the sheriff’s are doing a poor job. She also stated that she would like to see the Town’s police department re-instated. She also stated that people won’t call the Sheriff’s because they don’t want to get involved. She stated that she calls all the time to report crimes or suspicious behavior. She also reported an incident where she was issued a ticket for not stopping long enough at a stop sign. Valaree went on to discuss when she went to court on this and the issues that she also had with the court proceedings. Paul Rider questioned why our Town police department was disbanded and what the budget constraints were at that time. Jack Mears stated that the Town would hire new deputies, put them through training and, after their training period was officially over, they would quit and go to higher-paying departments and the Town would have to start over. Jack stated that the Town had numerous expenditures related to the Police Department; such as training, maintenance of vehicles and equipment, transporting prisoners (because the Town did not have a jail) and Municipal Court. Jason Miller reported that Cam Archuletta has answers to a lot of these questions. Audience member Valaree O’Leary also questioned if the dams and airport would fall under national security. She also questioned if the Town could do a half and half type deal, contracting with the Sheriff’s for part time and also have Town police. Jason Miller stated that there are a lot of issues to discuss and he personally is disappointed that the Sheriff’s cannot enforce Town ordinances. Audience member Vallaree O’Leary stated that she knows that the sheriff’s probably dislike her but she calls all the time to report crimes or any suspicious behavior. Another audience member stated that we can’t always blame the Sheriff’s but need to make the parents responsible. Audience member Shelle Timmer questioned the eighty (80) hours and how this works. Vallaree O’Leary stated that she thinks the Town should look into the Town Marshall idea.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim reported on the repair work for the Baker River Road slide area. Jim stated that he is currently trying to set up a meeting with Puget Sound Energy and The Department of Natural Resources to see if a joint endeavor can be worked out for the repair work. Jim also reported that the Mill Addition water line project was potholed last week and he is hopeful that they can utilize the concrete casing that is already in place. He also reported that a casing will be on Dillard as well, making it possible for them to loop these two systems. Jim stated that he would like to be involved in the Lorenzen Creek project and would be happy to attend the meeting that is scheduled with the Department of Fisheries. Jim and David Day discussed the issues with Lorenzen Creek. Jim asked Council if they had any further questions. There was no further discussion.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: July 27, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #25266 - #25299
Paul Rider made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: Federal Emergency Management Agency Hazard Mitigation Grant Application, Receive Public Comment or Suggested Project Alternatives, Second Public Hearing: Mayor Wilson reported that this was the second of two required Public Hearings for this grant application.
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 8:13 p.m.

Robin Feetham, A Street: Robin Feetham stated that he is again responding for cause. He stated that he has reasons for responding. He stated that he does not believe that the application should move forward at this time. Robin also questioned if the house on the top of the hill was included in the application. Mayor Wilson reported that no, it was not included. Robin also stated that when he was mayor, a public meeting was held to discuss landslide issues. He also stated that he was told by the person who removed the trees from the hillside near the recent landslide area that he also was supposed to replant trees after the removal.

Darla Feetham, A Street: Darla questioned if it was an option to have the homes that are still intact moved instead of demolished. She also questioned if the Town had considered salvaging some of the timber from the homes prior to demolition. Mayor Wilson stated that moving the home is not an option and that the salvage of timber had not been discussed.
With no further public comment, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 8:18 p.m.
Old Business: George Hewitt, Airport Lot #29 Transfer Request: Andrea Fichter reported that George was unable to make it to the meeting this evening and that Jim Jenkins was supposed to be here to fill in for George, but he was not present. Andrea handed out the e-mail received from George Hewitt detailing who the lease would be transferred to, if approved. Jack Mears discussed the transfer of the leases. David stated that it is a Council decision, but it is allowed according to the lease.
Jack Mears made a motion to accept the lease transfer. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Jason Miller stated that the leases need to be revised to update the building of the hangars stipulations. Discussion also ensued on raising the lease amount for the 2010 budget year.
New Business: Events Application-Skagit RC, Model Glider Tow: Jack Mears explained that this event is a lot like the RC Fly-In that occurred in July.
Paul Rider made a motion to approve the events application. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Airport Insurance - Terrorism Insurance Coverage: Andrea Fichter referred the Council to their Council packets to review the option to add terrorism coverage to the current airport insurance policy for an additional $21.00.
Jack Mears made a motion to accept the coverage. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jason Miller opposed.
Public Restroom Remodel Bids: The Council reviewed the three bids that were received for the remodel on the Town’s public restrooms. Audience member Vallaree O’Leary suggested contracting with Honey Bucket instead of providing public restrooms.
Jack Mears made a motion to accept the bid from M2 Construction because it was the lowest bid. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: No Report.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the big push is to finish staining the cedar fence at the Town Center sign. Alan and Jason also discussed oiling the Town Center sign and the bear at the gazebo at the Garden Club Park.
Visioning: Jason Miller: No Report
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: No report.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: No Report
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported on the two pumps that had to be replaced at the wastewater treatment plant. Alan explained how the pump works and what happened to make it burn up. Alan also discussed the problems they are having with the vactor truck. Rich is going to take a look at it this week. Alan also reported on the alarm system and the company that he contacted to give an updated quote. Alan also stated that there would also be no charge if ADT has to remove the equipment that they have already installed. Andrea Fichter reported that she had contacted Barb Hawkings at the School District and Sharon Dillon to see what companies they used for their security systems at the School and at the Senior Center for possible companies to contact for the security camera installation at Town Hall. Discussion ensued regarding the completed striping and additional striping that needs to be completed. Audience member Vallaree O’Leary questioned a downed stop sign that needs to be replaced.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson stated that the Town needs to replace the vactor truck and the 1970 C50 dump truck. He reported that a bid notice has been issued for a replacement dump truck. Mayor Wilson also reported that the Town of Hamilton has shown some interest in buying the C50 dump truck. He also reported on the staff party that was held yesterday at the Skagit View Village. Mayor Wilson stated that next time he would like to have a combined Council and Staff party and do a pig roast.
Jack Mears stated that it was brought up at the Cascade Days meeting to see about having a Sani-Can permanently placed at the Skate Park. Discussion ensued regarding the vandalism and the destruction of the last Sani-Cans that were left at the park. Jason Miller stated that he does not believe a temporary item should be used as a permanent fixture.
Mayor Wilson also reported on the progress of the demolition at the Old Grade School. Alan Wilkins stated that the contractor had informed him that they are going to try and salvage what they can and then crush the remaining cement to sell. He stated that the stock pile might be left on site temporarily.
David Day reported on the letter that he received from Boss Construction’s attorney. David reported that Boss wants to go to mediation, which is a non-binding negotiation. David stated that mediation can be a good thing and it avoids lengthy and costly trials. David stated that they still have to submit all their final paperwork on this project. He stated that all the final paperwork needs to be submitted and Boss Construction needs to formally request final acceptance of this project. David also stated that with federal funding involved, there are certain avenues that have to be followed. He suggested having the Mayor and at least one Council member present during the mediation process. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with mediation.
Announcements: Cascade Days, August 15 and 16. Jason Miller reported on an incident that occurred in his neighborhood, where a drunk and legally blind man was staggering about. The man claimed that he had been at the Hub Tavern and didn’t know how he got to this neighborhood. Jason Miller questioned if there has been a lot of issues of this type with the Hub Tavern over serving and who he could check with. Jason was referred either to the Sheriff’s or to the Liquor Control Board. Paul Rider suggested naming the Town Park the “Doug Vose III Memorial Park,”-Mayor Wilson stated that he would contact Barb Hawkings on this item, due to the fact that it is School District property, but he was all for the idea.
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 9:14 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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