Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
July 27, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

Mike Criner made a motion to excuse Jack Mears. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Tamera Glaser, Evalyn Goeringer, Robin and Darla Feetham, Allen and Carol Fabrick, George Hewitt, Arla Mae Freeman, Rick Archuletta, Don Payne and Vallaree O’Leary.
Special Presentations: 

Philip E. Moran-Questions Regarding Old Grade School and Library District: Philip Moran was not present at the meeting, these items were not discussed. 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on the meeting that was held at David Day’s office last Tuesday with himself, Wayne Dowhaniuk, Rick Grimstead, Will Reichardt, Rich Philips and Andrea Fichter. Mayor Wilson reported that discussion was held regarding the town ordinances and what laws and regulations the Sheriff’s Department can enforce. David Day stated that he will revise some of the towns’ ordinances and will also work on an amendment or addendum to the current contract the town has with the Skagit County Sheriff. David reported that he will work cooperatively with the Sheriff’s office regarding these issues. David also explained the differences between the Sheriff being able to enforce town ordinances and the Sheriff enforcing state laws. David stated that most town ordinances are civil infractions that are not punishable by jail time, but carry fines. He reported that mostly the breakdown is criminal versus civil infractions. David reported that there may be some mechanism or process to issue fines for code violations that can be appealed through the Council because the town does not have its own court system. Wayne Dowhaniuk stated that there may be a chance that the town could choose around five town ordinances that they would like the Sheriff to be able to enforce and then have them run through district court. Paul Rider questioned what we as citizens can do to better help the Sheriff’s Department with enforcement. Rick Grimstead stated that when a citizen sees a crime being committed to call and report it. It takes more people getting involved and reporting crimes to really help cut down on crimes being committed. Discussion ensued regarding citizen patrols and the liability associated with this. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim reported that the Main Street sidewalk project is at about 90% complete and has been given to the town for final review. He stated that we should be able to complete around 1,100 feet of sidewalk with the amount of grant funds that are remaining. He reported that he is hoping to go out to bid for construction to begin late summer or early fall. He also stated that is he hopeful that they can secure the rest of the funding to be able to finish the sidewalks. Jim also updated the Council on the Superior Street sidewalk project. Jim also updated the Council on the three grant applications that were submitted to United States Department of Agriculture (U.S.D.A.) for the engineering and construction of the Mill Addition, Limestone Street and East Concrete waterline projects. He reported that they had been told by their contact at U.S.D.A. that the applications were received and complete, and that she would send them to headquarters with a recommendation for approval. Jim stated that they were later contacted and told that the applications had been denied, but that there was a chance to re-submit if they could consolidate all three applications into one application. Jim stated that would require them to rewrite the scope of work and try to combine the three applications into one. He reported that they were given about three days to accomplish this. Jim stated that was just not enough time to complete the application. He expressed his disappointment with the process and the communications with their contact at U.S.D.A., and recommended that the town proceed with the waterline project that has already been budgeted, and then proceed with the other waterline projects as funds become available. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: July 13, 2009
· Town Council Workshop Minutes: July 13, 2009

· Claims Warrants: #25250 - #25265
· Payroll Warrants – July Payroll
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: Federal Emergency Management Agency Hazard Mitigation Grant Application, Receive Public Comment or Suggested Project Alternatives: Andrea explained that the town is in the process of applying for funds through the State Department of Emergency Management and F.E.M.A. for the acquisition and demolition of the homes located near the June Alley landslide. She also reported that this public hearing is to allow for any suggested alternatives to remedy the situation and to allow for any other public comments. 
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 7:23 p.m.

Robin Feetham, A Street: Robin Feetham stated that he is basically responding for cause. He reported that he has other questions regarding this application that would take too long to discuss this evening. He discussed issues related to that area that he dealt with when he owned a home in that area. He stated that he believes that the town needs to revisit all the critical areas within the town and to be diligent and take preventative measures in all critical areas to ensure that this type of hazard does not have the effect that this one did. 

Vallaree O’Leary, Crowfoot: Vallaree O’Leary reported on numerous downed trees that have come off that hill in a different area than the landslide. She stated that she had questioned the power company as to why the power lines couldn’t be buried. She stated that she was told that that is not the way it is done. She also stated that she believes that Campbell Place is in more danger of landslides than she would have thought June Alley was. She stated that she is agreeing with Robin Feetham that there are a lot of places in town that are potential hazards.

With no further public comment, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:27 p.m.

Mayor Wilson announced that there will be a second public hearing on this item at the August 10, 2009 meeting. 

Public Participation: George Hewitt, Airport Lot #29: George Hewitt thanked the Council for allowing time for him to speak. He stated that he wasn’t sure if it was right that the Council had denied his request for the transfer of his lot. He stated that he would like to be able to either transfer or sub-lease to Catherina Centanni who is common law with Jason Parr. He stated that Jason is a writer and photographer. Andrea Fichter requested clarification on whether he wanted to sub-lease or actually transfer the lease. David Day explained the difference between transferring and sub-leasing. Mayor Wilson and David reviewed the section in the lease regarding assignment of leases. Discussion ensued between Council and David regarding the airport lot waiting list and the transferring of leases. David explained that the lease can be assigned, transferred or sub-leased with Council approval. David stated that if the lot was vacated and/or the lease was terminated, then it becomes a vacant lot and then that vacant lot can be offered to the next person on the waiting list. Mayor Wilson suggested that George write a letter requesting the transfer and then have himself and the couple that he wishes to transfer the lease to present to be able to answer any questions. 
Old Business: None
New Business: Events Application-Sharon Eldridge, Christian Ministry Network: Sharon Eldridge introduced herself to the Council as the treasurer of the Christian Ministry Network. She stated that they would like to hold a back to school blessing at the town park. She stated that this event would be for the upper Skagit area and that Concrete is a central location to hold the event. She also stated that this would be a family oriented event to help the community. They would have low-key carnival games and hand out school supplies. She also stated that they are trying to get a booth where kids can get haircuts, a booth available to sign up for the reduced or free lunch program, and a booth for making child identification cards. She stated that they will have a barbeque and hope to have a dunk tank also. She stated the event will take place on August 29, 2009, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider and Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #649 – Amending CMC 19.03.060: Andrea Fichter stated that this section in the code needed to be updated to reflect previous changes made to the code. 

Ordinance #650 – Amending CMC 8.04.040/ Ordinance #651, Amending CMC 8.08.030: Andrea Fichter reported that both these sections in the code used to read “Police Chief” and that the change had been made so that they now read “Code Enforcement Officer.”
Mike Criner noted a location where “Police Chief” still needed to be changed to “Code Enforcement Officer” in one section of CMC 8.04.040. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinances #649, #650 and #651 with the stated corrections. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Marla Reed questioned when the town would revise ordinances to work with the Sheriffs. David stated that he will work on this and discussed the clause that deals with crimes as stated in the contract between the town and the Sheriffs. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that the Fly-In was a huge success despite the weather. Mike reported that they sold out of t-shirts for this year and the ones left over from last year. He also reported that the pilot’s lounge has not been painted yet. Andrea Fichter reported on the use of the pilot’s lounge by a fire crew who was on fire watch during the thunderstorms. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the Parks Committee had met prior to the regular Council meeting. He reported that they had discussed the log oil for the Town Center sign. He stated that he will find a place to purchase this and get it done prior to Cascade Days. He also reported that he has the cedar fence almost complete and will be staining it prior to Cascade Days. Jason also reported that the town is getting good participation with the vendors purchasing spots on the Town Center sign. Mayor Wilson reported that the movie that took place the night of the Youth Activity Day was a huge success and he would like to proceed with having a couple more of those movie nights before the end of the summer. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with this idea. Andrea will contact Chris and Joelene and get their contact information for the Lincoln Theatre. Mayor Wilson will contact P.S.E. and see if they would like to sponsor the movie night. Jason Miller stated that the Concrete Herald would like to be involved in a small way. Mike Criner will check with Jack Mears on the use of the popcorn machine that is at the pilot’s lounge. 
Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the Steering Committee is working out the next steps. He reported that there are several initiatives that will need to come before Council for approval. 
Department Reports:
Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: No report.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the June Treasurer’s Report was included in their packets. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported that he will be taking a vacation starting August 13, 2009. Alan also updated the Council on the issues with the installation of ADT’s security equipment. He updated the Council on the issues with the explosive environment-related issues. Alan discussed the possible increase in cost and what the contract would cover and the new monthly cost. Alan also reported on the work he is doing trying to get the building de-classified. It was the consensus of the Council to find out what it would cost to have ADT remove the equipment that has already been installed and to check on the other bids that were received for the security installation. Alan also reported that the jet truck broke down and they will need to hire someone to pump out the Sani-Cans that were used over the weekend for the Fly-In. Alan also reported on the quote that the town should be receiving for the installation of security cameras at Town Hall. Alan also reported on a large cottonwood tree that was hit by lightning on Baker Street during the storms over the weekend and that it needs to be removed. He also responded to the e-mail received from Jerry Robinson. Alan stated that he and Rich had marked the waterline location a couple different times and that he had also camera’d the sewer line twice and had not been able to locate a stub for the sewer. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that Skagit County is going to come up and stripe Main Street from Grasmere to the Fire Department. He is also going to schedule a meeting with Sharon Dillon to discuss a complaint received by Sharon from a citizen of the town. 
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None
 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 8:37 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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