Town of Concrete
Town Council WORKSHOP
July 13, 2009
 
6:00 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order.
 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider (arrived 6:02 p.m.), Mike Criner, Marla Reed (arrived 6:10 p.m.), and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Robin and Darla Feetham, John Boggs, Bill and Leatha Sullivan, Mike Brondi, Allen and Carol Fabrick.
Agenda Presentation: 
Skagit County Youth and Family Services Diversion Program, Community Accountability Board:
Kevin McCrea introduced himself to the Council and passed out flyers explaining the Diversion Program. Kevin stated that he monitors the case loads that go through the Diversion Program. He reported that he determines what cases will go through the program or if they would be better suited to receive counseling and/or classes. Kevin also introduced John Lum, who is the Skagit County Youth and Family Services administrator; and Bill Bailey, who is a 30-year veteran volunteer with the Community Accountability Board in Mount Vernon. Kevin explained that the program usually works with youth and families of first- or second-time offenders accused of minor charges. He stated that this program makes youth take ownership for their crimes so that they recognize the communities their crimes have affected. Kevin explained the brochure that he handed out and the referral process. He stated that the Diversion Program also works to alleviate the court system’s case loads. He reviewed the differences between the Diversion Program and court proceedings. He stated that the Diversion Program is confidential, there are no court proceedings, an attorney is not required and the fee for this program is minimal. He stated that the court proceedings are public record, the fees are higher and an attorney is required to be present. He explained that the Community Accountability Board is a board of trained volunteers. He stated that the prosecuting attorney will review the eligibility of the case for the Diversion Program and then determine if it needs to go to court or if it can be recommended to the Community Accountability Board. The youth and his/her family can then decide to proceed with the Community Accountability Board or the youth can choose to go to court. He explained that if a case is referred to the Community Accountability Board, the board will prepare an agreement with the terms outlined. The board will then go over the terms of the agreement with the youth and his/her family. At this point the youth and his/her family may choose to proceed with the Community Accountability Board and sign the agreement, or he/she may choose to go to court instead. If the youth and his/her family signs the agreement and the agreement eventually is fulfilled, the case is closed. If the youth falters on the agreement, the case is referred back to the prosecuting attorney. Kevin explained that the Community Accountability Board does not determine guilt; the youth and family have decided to go through the board instead of through the courts.
Bill Bailey, 30-year veteran volunteer with the Mount Vernon Community Accountability Board, stated that there is interaction between the volunteers, youths and the youth’s parents when participating in this program. He stated that sometimes the cases are easy and sometimes they are harder. He stated that he believes that this program is very important for the community. He stated that it makes the youth give back to the community where the offense occurred. He also stated that you can be creative with the terms of the agreement, such as assigning a 500-word essay instead of community service.
Audience member John Boggs stated that the biggest problem they faced a few years ago when Concrete had a Community Accountability Board was trying to find places for the youths to serve their community service. Discussion ensued regarding the previous Community Accountability Board and the changes that have been made since.
Kevin also stated that very few cases are not closed out. He also stated that follow-ups are now conducted with greater success. He also stated that he will personally find a place for the board to meet and will determine places for the youths to serve their community service.
More discussion ensued amongst the public and the presenters.
John Lum stated these really are important programs. He reported that these boards are taken very seriously by the youths, their families, the communities and the board volunteers. He also stated that it makes the youth aware that there are consequences for their actions. John also reported that there is no fee to the town to have this board in their community.
Audience member Darla Feetham questioned if any of the volunteer board members have ever experienced any retaliation from the youths that go through the program. Kevin stated that he had never heard of any cases of this happening. Bill Bailey explained an instance that occurred on his board. He stated that a few years ago they had high school students on the board and that one teenager was threatened by another student who had come through the program. He reported that they no longer have high school students on the board and that this was the only incident that he knows of. Kevin stated that a volunteer application is available online for those interested in joining this volunteer board.
Adjournment: Mayor Wilson adjourned the workshop at 6:44 p.m.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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