Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 22, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Tamera Glaser, Ray and Phyllis Nelson, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Evalyn Goeringer, Robin and Darla Feetham, Lori Coffell and Chris Archuleta. 
Special Presentations: 

Eagle Scout Project – Chris Archuleta and Lori Coffell: Chris Archuleta introduced himself to the Council and requested permission to construct a Smokey the Bear Fire Danger sign and information kiosk. He stated that he would like to place it near the small silo sign at State Route 20 and has already spoken with the Department of Natural Resources, which  has said it will maintain the structure and take care of the updates to the fire danger levels. Chris stated that he is coming before the Council for their approval before presenting his idea to the Eagle Scout Board. Discussion ensued regarding parking issues and possible interference with water trucks. Lori Coffell stated that this is just the approval to move forward and once they have a final design, they will re-present to Council. It was the consensus of the Council for Chris Archuleta to move forward with his project. 
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on a complaint received from a citizen on Main Street regarding a call she made to the Sheriff to report a possible burglary attempt. Mayor Wilson explained the details of the incident as reported by the citizen. Mayor Wilson stated that the citizen had complained that a deputy never responded to the call. Mayor Wilson stated that he had spoken to Greg Adams regarding this issue and that a deputy had responded. Jack Mears questioned why the Sheriffs cannot enforce some of the town’s ordinances. Jack stated that the town has a firearms and noise ordinance, as well as a no-firework ordinance. He questioned what the town could do to have the Sheriff’s enforce the town’s ordinances. David Day stated that he believes that there are state statutes that pertain to firearms and he will look into this further. Discussion ensued regarding the amount of money the town is paying for law enforcement and the services that are being provided. Discussion also ensued regarding the town’s past police service. Mayor Wilson stated that he will have Rick Grimstead, Wayne Dowhaniuk and Greg Adams attend the next Council meeting on July 13. Jason Miller suggested also having Eric Archuletta’s wife attend, who is a decorated officer who could offer her expertise on this subject. Alan Wilkins stated that when the town had its own police force. It became a stepping stone for young officers. He stated that the town would pay for their training and then they would stay through their probationary period and then move on to better-paying jurisdictions. Audience member Doug Gates stated that at the time that our police force disbanded, the town had two young officers and then the chief got fired and everything went downhill from there. Paul Rider stated that he has no complaints when it comes to the Sheriff; both times he called 911, a deputy responded within ten minutes. He did question what the town police had consisted of. It was stated that the town employed around two officers and one chief. Audience member Robin Feetham reported on an incident that took place in his neighborhood. He stated that when Ed Rogge first resigned as police chief, he (Feetham) as mayor at the time, had gone to the Sheriff and requested a proposal from them for law enforcement services. He stated that when he presented this to the Council the proposal was turned down. Robin explained the process and other issues that took place during Mike Stump’s employment as police chief. Robin stated that he believed that Mike Stump did a great job for this town, but he was later fired by the next mayor and that is when the town contracted with the Skagit County Sheriff. Robin stated that he thinks the town should employ at least one officer or a town marshal who can enforce those town ordinances that are not enforceable by the code enforcement officer. Discussion ensued regarding current law enforcement and the options that the town has. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: No report. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: June 8, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #25190 - #25210
· Payroll Warrant
 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: 6-year Transportation Improvement Program: Mayor Wilson stated that this is an item that comes before Council every year. Andrea Fichter stated that to be able to get federal or state funding for these street-related projects, they have to be on the T.I.P. (Transportation Improvement Program).
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 7:35 p.m. With no comments from the public, Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 7:36 p.m.

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution 2009-09. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Participation: Ward Boursaw, Lot #12 Electricity Issue: Ward discussed the transformer that is located on his lot. He stated that it was originally placed there about 20 years ago. His concern now is that with these new lots, the leaseholders building new hangars will also need to connect to the transformer. He is concerned that they will have to dig around his hangar to put in the power. He stated that he is also limited on the possibility of adding on to his hangar due to this transformer taking up space on his lot. Ward also reported that sometime last week, an underground vault was also added next to the transformer. Ward would like to see any new hangars hooked up to power at an alternate location. Jack Mears stated that there is a possibility of putting in a utility easement for this purpose. Jack also discussed the amount of space Ward is losing due to the transformer and now the vault. Mayor Wilson will follow up on why this vault was put in without notification to the town. 
Jack Mears also stated that Broadstripe can no longer use the pole so the town needs to request that they remove the antenna and any equipment that belongs to them. Jack Mears also reported that the leaseholders on lot #32 would like to get power and water to their lot. Discussion ensued regarding water lines and the current location of the existing stub. Alan stated that it is a substandard line, but it would be able to handle the flow. 

Mike Criner made a motion to allow for water hook-up on the substandard line. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with Jack Mears abstained from the vote. 

Phyllis Nelson, Sewer Charge Reduction Request: Mrs. Nelson explained the current situation with the home that they own on South Dillard Avenue. She stated that she and her husband fell into a scam when they gave a line of credit to a couple who put up the house as collateral. She stated that the borrowers had never made any payments and also never paid the sewer charges or the real estate taxes. She stated that they finally foreclosed on the credit and now are stuck with sewer charges and the real estate taxes that were never paid. Mrs. Nelson requested a break in the sewer charges, which currently are a little more than two thousand dollars. David Day questioned if this was a typical foreclosure and who was the trustee. David stated that he needs more information before advising the Council on this request. Mr. Nelson then requested that he be allowed to have the water turned on for a short period to fix the plumbing. He stated that he realizes that usually the account has to be paid in full prior to water being re-connected. He would just like the water on for the sole purpose of fixing the plumbing issues. 

Mike Criner made a motion to allow for the water to be re-connected for a period of two weeks to allow for testing and repair of the plumbing with the understanding that the sewer reduction request has been denied at this point. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Old Business: Sydnes Painting Co, Airport Lounge Painting Proposal and Contract: Discussion ensued regarding if he could complete this prior to the RC Fly-in, which is the weekend prior to the Old-Fashioned Fly-in. It was the consensus of the Council to have him wait until after the Old-Fashioned Fly-in to start. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the proposal and contract. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with Jack Mears abstained from the vote. 
Personnel Policy: Andrea Fichter reported on the changes that have been made so far. Jason Miller suggested a change in the mileage in the vehicle take-home policy from 30 to 15. Andrea stated that she will make all the suggested changes and fix the spelling errors and bring it back to Council at the next meeting. 
New Business: None
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that they should hear back on the grant the first week in July. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the Parks Committee had met earlier this evening. He stated that they had discussed the continuing landscaping at the Town Center sign, and also had follow-up discussions on the trail development. He also reported that he will apply for a grant for the installation of the horseshoe pits at the Garden Club Park. Alan and Jason also discussed the need to re-oil the Town Center sign. 
Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the next Visioning Workshop will be held on June 27 from 9 a.m. to 11a.m. at the High School Commons Room. He also reported that at this workshop, they will present findings from the first workshop, discuss the next steps and set up task forces for the five main initiatives. He reported that near the end of the workshop, they will hold a question and answer session.
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: No report. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the May Treasurer’s Report was included in their Council packets. She also reported on information received from a credit reporting company. It was the consensus of the Council not to proceed with the credit building program. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported that the town received the new lawn mower. He also reported that the lift stations are working great since their upgrade was completed. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on his meeting with Herb Oberg, who is running for Skagit County Sheriff. Mayor Wilson stated that the meeting had gone very well. Mayor Wilson also reported on a meeting he had with Jim Hobbs, Howard Stafford, J.Gordan and Alan Wilkins regarding the June Alley debris removal. He stated that the project will begin next Monday. Mayor Wilson also reported on the two dumpsters being delivered for this project. 
Announcements: Andrea reminded Council about the Diversion Program workshop scheduled for July 13 at 6 p.m.
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:26 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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