Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 8, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Doug Gates, Carol Fabrick, Robin and Darla Feetham, Chris Kennedy, John Lum, Dave Yount, Kevin McCreo, Don Payne, Jim Hobbs and George Theodoratus. 
Special Presentations: 

 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson updated on the meeting that he had with Dave Cooper from the 911 Center. He reported on the changes being made in the Community Notification System and the Surf-Simple Map Storm. 
Skagit County Youth and Family Services, Diversion Accountability Board: John Lum updated the Council on the Diversion Programs in place in other communities. He reviewed the program and the process with the Council. He stated that this program is very effective for managing minor offenses. He stated that the volunteer board members would be trained with regard to the program, from what questions to ask to the types of punishments that can be issued. 

Dave Yount: Dave handed out a volunteer manual that is used in the training and a flow chart detailing the referral process. He also explained the diversion program and the process. He stated that this program makes the youth accountable to the community where the offense was committed. He reported that this program helps youths see the errors of their ways and makes them accountable to their community and its members. He also stated that once youths have been sent through this program, about 75 to 80 percent of these youths never offend again. He also reported that this program can address the issues or offenses more quickly than the court system. He stated that through the years with this program, he has seen many great volunteers and that the volunteers also enjoy serving the community in this capacity. It also gives the volunteers a sense of purpose for the direction and advice they provide to these youths. He explained the different punishments that can be utilized in this program, such as community service, counseling, classes, fines, curfew restrictions and other options. He also stated that when these youths are sent to court, their proceedings can become a matter of public record, unlike the Diversion Program, which is confidential unless otherwise requested by the offending individual. 
Paul Rider questioned how many volunteers would be needed. Dave stated that the board would consist of at least three board members. He stated that Concrete used to have a Community Accountability Board (CAB) but it disbanded sometime in the 1990’s. Paul also questioned what type of training would be required of the board members. Dave stated that it would require a few evenings with Skagit County Youth and Family Services staff and that they would also like the board members to be able to visit a CAB meeting in progress at a different jurisdiction to get a feel for what takes place during the board meetings. 
Kevin McCreo: Kevin stated that he has monitored a number of diversion cases and he believes that this would be a benefit to our community. 

Discussion ensued regarding the program and the process. Mayor Wilson asked Barb Hawkings, Concrete School District Superintendent for her opinion. Barb stated that she was here tonight in support of developing this community program. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with the development of this community program The Council decided to schedule a workshop prior to its regular meeting on July 13, 2009, where further discussion could take place and possible volunteers would be welcome to also answer questions. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief overview of the projects they are currently working on. He reported that they are finalizing the Main Street sidewalk plans and then they will come to the Town for review before going out to bid for construction. He also reported on the grant application submittals to U.S.D.A. for the water line projects. He also discussed the scope of work they are developing for the June Alley debris removal. He reported that he had also reviewed the damage at the Baker River Road and on Limestone Street, and is putting together a cost estimate for the repair of these roads for funding from F.E.M.A. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 26, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #25157 - #25189
 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation: None
Old Business: Ordinance #639 and #640, as revised: Rick stated that at the April 27 meeting the Council had suggested changes to these two ordinances. The two ordinances went back to the Planning Commission for further review and the suggested changes. Rick discussed each change that was made and explained the way that the utilities would be divided for the accessory dwelling units. Rick stated that ordinance #639 provides the definitions for the accessory dwelling units and allows the accessory dwelling units as a conditional use and ordinance #640 provides the development standards for the accessory dwelling units. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve ordinance #639 and #640. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Resolution #2009-08, Approving Concrete Assembly of God Church Parking Variance Requests: Rick stated that at the last Council meeting after the public hearing was held the Council approved the variance requests made by the Concrete Assembly of God Church. This resolution approves the variance requests and also details the stipulations on the variances. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Resolution #2009-08. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

ADD ON: City of Burlington, Proposed Interlocal Flood Agreement: Mayor Wilson and David Day updated the Council on the request made by the City of Burlington for the Town to join a group of Skagit County entities to push Puget Sound Energy for more flood storage. David stated that there is a possibility that by signing this inter-local agreement, the Town would be in breach of agreements already signed. Discussion ensued regarding the recent litigation imposed on the Town and Puget Sound Energy by the City of Burlington, the City of Mount Vernon and the Dike Districts. Further discussion ensued to update Council members who were not originally involved in the Puget Sound Energy shoreline permit process or the litigation that came after the Town of Concrete approved Puget Sound Energy’s shoreline permit application. 

Jack Mears made a motion not to sign the proposed inter-local agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jason Miller abstaining.
New Business: Elect Mayor Pro-tem: Jack Mears nominated Jason Miller. Paul Rider and Marla Reed seconded the motion. With no further nominations, the nomination for Jason Miller carried unanimously with Jason Miller abstaining. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that they still haven’t heard back on the grant that was submitted for the fence/gate replacement. Mike stated that the Pilot’s Lounge needs to be caulked and painted. Jack Mears stated that the town already has the paint we just need to hire someone to paint it. Jack Mears also updated the Council on a request for water made by one of the lease holders at the airport who is interested in building a hangar. Jack reported that PSE also might be putting in a transformer.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason stated that he is still trying to get the fencing finished at the Town Center sign. He also stated, as mentioned in the Concrete Herald, that the kids can donate their handmade birdhouses to be put on top of each of the posts on the fence. He reported that the next Parks Committee meeting will be on June 22 at 6:15 p.m.
Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the next Steering Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 10, at 6 p.m., at the Pilot’s Lounge. He also reported that the next Visioning Workshop will be held on June 27 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported the next Planning Commission meeting will be on August 18 due to the fact that he will be on vacation in July. He reported that the Planning Commission will begin updating the comprehensive plan at that meeting. He also reported on a planners meeting that he attended, where he spoke to different jurisdictions that will also be developing their own shoreline regulations. The Town will advertise for a consultant to assist in developing these regulations. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea requested permission to pay All American, Grundofos and Alfa Laval when the pay request comes in from Department of Ecology. It was the consensus of the Council to pay these vendors when the funds are deposited. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: No report. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on the success of the clean-up days. He stated that it went very well. He reported that there had not been any issues or mess like the last clean-up days that were held. He also stated that using the flyers was a good way to notify town residents and kept it manageable. Mayor Wilson also reported that the Fire Department had received some fire wood from the 10 Acres project. He stated that the contractor is now working on the clean-up and that no other trees should be cut down. 
Announcements: None 
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:13 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
Minutes edited for grammar and spelling by Jason Miller
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