
Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
April 27, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller. 
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Town Planner Rick Cisar, and Deputy Clerk Paula Mann.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Doug Gates, Jim Hobbs, Chris Kennedy, Joelene Meckstroth, Ember LaBounty, Robin & Darla Feetham. 
Special Presentations: 

 

Public Safety: Mike Criner mentioned the need to move the Sheriff’s sign on the corner of North Dillard and SR 20 to E Street and SR 20. Alan reported that the public restroom sign also needs to be moved. Alan also reported on a couple sani-cans that were destroyed during the winter storms. Mayor Wilson reported that he had received a complaint regarding the teenage kids at the Skate Park on the weekends and the cars/trucks driving down in the grassy areas and tearing up the land. Mayor Wilson stated that he will try and meet with Greg Adams this week to discuss this issue and that he is also going to have Public Works put a gate up on that road leading onto the Skate Park to deter the kids from driving down there. Paul Rider stated that the street lines need to be repainted. Alan stated that they will do this summer as soon as the weather is hot enough. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim reported on the two options for the construction of the Main Street sidewalks that will come before staff. After that the Town will be able to go out for bid on the actual construction. Jim explained the agreement for the Transportation Improvement Board. He explained that this is for the one hundred thousand dollar grant and that around fourteen thousand will be used for the finishing of the design and the rest will be used for actual construction. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the agreement. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Jim also reviewed different funding opportunities for each of the waterline projects that the Town needs to have completed. Jim reviewed the different funding opportunities for pre-development and for actual construction. Jim explained the difference in the grant and loan funding packages. Discussion ensued within Council regarding the Town not needing to acquire any more loan debt. Alan stated that Mill Avenue is the most pressing water line project. Jim stated that he is hoping to be ready to go out for construction bids by June for the Mill Avenue water line. Alan reported that he would like to be able to go out for bid for both Mill Avenue and East Main Street and bundle those two projects into one and see if the bid comes in low enough to do both projects. Jack Mears sated that the Town should get done what they can with the money that we have. Discussion ensued regarding moving forward with the pre-development grants and getting those secured and then deciding which projects to seek construction funding for. Audience member Robin Feetham stated that he believed that a coordinated water study had been completed years ago and that the Town might be duplicating work and expending duplicate dollars. 

Jack Mears made a motion to pursue the pre-development grants for Mill Avenue, East Main Street, and Limestone Street. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: April 13, 2009
· Payroll Warrants: April 2009
· Claims Warrants: #25067-#25100
 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: Accessory Dwelling Units – Ordinance #639, #640: Rick reviewed the staff report regarding ADU’s with the Council. Rick reported on the two ordinances associated with the proposed change. Rick stated that these ordinances and the accessory dwelling unit’s definitions and development standards have been to public hearing at the Planning Commission level and are being recommended for adoption by the Planning Commission and also follow the recommendations of the Town’s comprehensive plan. Rick stated that the first ordinance assigns definitions and the second ordinance defines the development standards and regulations. Rick stated that the owner-occupancy regulation was also discussed at the Planning Commission, but it had been removed per Planning Commission recommendation due to the fact that this did not seem feasible within the Town of Concrete. Jack Mears stated that he is not in favor of this ordinance; he believes that the Town already has enough low-income housing. Jason Miller stated that he believes that accessory dwelling units are a great way to provide affordable housing. Mike Criner stated that he would like to see the owner-occupied provision re-instated Paul Rider questioned what would happen to the renter if the owner decides to sell. David Day stated that it would depend on the rental agreement between the renter and the owner. 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 7:58 p.m. 
George Theodoratus, Planning Commission Member: George stated that this is not just low-income; it can also be high-end homes. George stated that these units are permanent and could be quite nice. George also stated that he believes that additional connections should not be charged for water and sewer, if the town decided to assess the separate water and sewer connections that it would defeat the purpose of affordable housing. Alan stated that having one connection for two living areas is not a good idea, if a leak occurs or if the water needs to be shut off for non-payment you would have to shut off the water to both residences. George stated that the owner should still be liable for the bill even if the owner is not occupying one of the dwellings. 
Robin Feetham, A Street Concrete: Robin stated that the town is beating a dead fish. He stated that the water issue is probably moot and the bigger issue is the type of regulations. He stated that you have to have a certain amount of public safety. Robin stated that there are already mother-in-law apartments and multi-family homes on single family zoning. He stated that he believes that the accessory dwelling units is a fair regulation; he would be for it on new development, but not on existing homes. 

Alan updated the audience and Council on the new mandates for water efficiency and the new regulations associated with water efficiency and control. 

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 8:13 p.m. 

Mayor Wilson stated the Glaser family has a mother-in-law apartment and it looks really nice. Alan stated that he has noticed people in Town that have already being doing this. Discussion ensued on the regulations set in the ordinance. Rick stated that they would still also have to meet building and fire codes.

Mike Criner made a motion to send the ordinances back to the Planning Commission for revisions regarding the owner occupancy regulation. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jack Mears opposed. 
Cluster Subdivisions – Ordinance #641, #642: Rick reviewed the staff report with the Council and described the intent of the two ordinances. Rick, using wetlands as an example, stated that if you have a 20-acre parcel, you would cluster the homes in one area, thereby maintaining a certain percentage of the wetland area. Rick stated that the Planning Commission is recommending adoption of these ordinances after conducting their public hearing. Jason Miller stated that he dislikes cluster subdivisions. He stated that 10 years ago cluster subdivisions were quite popular, but they are little more than another form of suburban sprawl, and now people hate them. Jason stated that these are an example of density done wrong. Mayor Wilson stated that he does not like the idea of the reduced lot size. Jason stated that privacy is a huge issue when clustering homes. Jack Mears stated that some people do not care about privacy. Discussion ensued regarding the privacy issues and the amount of space between the houses. Paul stated that he is not on board with making any eyesores. He would be more apt to approve something that he could visualize. Mike Criner stated that he does not want to see a bunch of stacked housing throughout the town, but maybe just in a few neighborhoods. Rick stated that this ordinance will not change the side yard setback so it really is not a privacy issue. Marla Reed stated that she has mixed feelings regarding this issue. 
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 8:39 p.m.

Tamera Glaser, Ronald Avenue: Tamera stated that the way she understands this is that it would allow for more houses to be built on the property than is allowed currently. Tamera stated that she believes that there is not enough property in town for this type of subdivision anyway. 

Doug Gates: Doug stated that more housing means population growth. 
George Theodoratus, Planning Commission Member: George stated that he doesn’t like these subdivisions unless they are done really well. He believes that nine or ten thousand square feet lots are even too small. George stated that he personally would like to see bigger lots. 
Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 8:43 p.m.
Discussion ensued regarding the development on Fruitdale Road in Sedro-Woolley. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinances #641 and #642. No second was made to the motion. 

Jason Miller suggested to Rick that the Planning Commission start studying the Smart-Code beginning with www.smartcodecentral.com. Jason stated that this code is form-based, rather than use-based. Discussion ensued regarding different developments in Town and other nuisance issues. 
Public Participation: 
Old Business: Ordinance #644-Amending CMC 2.06.010 and Ordinance #645-Amending        2009 Salaries, Wages and Benefits: Andrea explained that the next two ordinances, #644 and #645 are the requested increase to the Mayor’s salary by Council during the April 13 meeting.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinances #644 and #645.Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Town Vehicle Request For Proposals, Specification Request Approval: Mayor Wilson explained the proposal and that he had asked Andrea for an estimate on what the Town was paying employees for travel and mileage. He reported that Andrea had gotten him the figures and that in the last year and a half the Town has paid around $2,500.00 to employees for travel and mileage. Marla Reed stated that she believes it’s cheaper to pay employees than to buy something new. Paul Rider stated that he is also not on board with purchasing a new vehicle. Jason Miller stated that he is okay with this because it is asking for a proposal which gives the Council a chance to look at the proposals. Jack Mears and Mike Criner both stated that they were for requesting proposals. It was a three-to-two, consensus to seek proposals. 
Events Application – Big Bird Fly-In, Skagit RC Club: Jack Mears stated that Ted Hendrickson could not be here tonight and he asked him to request a couple sani-cans and that was all they needed for this event. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Events Application – Cascade Days: Ember LaBounty stated that there have not been any changes to the event from last year. She stated that they would still need sani-cans and the road blocked off during the parade. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

ADD ON: Events Application- Youth Activity Day: Chris Kennedy and Jolene Meckstroth from the Skagit County ARIS program stated that this will be structured in the same manner as last year’s event. Jolene stated that they will have a Skateboard competition and field games at Silo Park and then resource booths, food and music at the Town Park. They are also looking into a movie presentation on the back of the silos. This event will take place on Thursday July 23. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that the Town is going to replace the gutters at the same time they replace the ones at the wastewater treatment plant. He also stated that the airport needs a hydrant replaced. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason gave an update on the landscaping and other work being completed at the Town Center Sign. 
Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason reported that he is currently compiling all of the data from the visioning workshop. He stated that the workshop went very well with about 40 individuals involved. 
Centennial Committee: Jason Miller: Jason reported on the completion of the time capsule by Bob Lahr at Lahr Custom Woodworks. He also stated that the committee had bought Centennial t-shirts for about $7.00 each and would like to sell the Centennial t-shirts for $10.00 each. It was the consensus of the Council that the price should be $10.00. Jason also stated that the Birdsview Brewery will put out a Centenni’ale as their Centennial beer. He also stated that they have requested to have a beer garden during the Centennial festivities. Jason stated that the Centennial Committee was recommending approval of this and described where the beer garden would be located. The beer garden was accepted with approval by Jason Miller, Jack Mears and Paul Rider and opposed by Mike Criner and Marla Reed.
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that the Planning Commission is continuing its review of the Comprehensive plan, Chapter 4. He also stated that he will re-address the proposed ordinances and bring them back to Council. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the first quarter expenditure and revenue report for 2009 was included in their packets. Mike Criner and Marla Reed suggested emailing this to save paper. Andrea will check with the auditors and see if this is possible. Andrea also reported that the March Treasurer’s report was included in their packets as well. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan Wilkins reported that the centrifuge needs to be sent to

Pennsylvania to be re-built. Alan stated that this is going to cost around 10 to 20 thousand, which is still far less than the original pricing of $220,000. Alan also stated that for the electrical work for the lift station upgrade that the lowest bidder pulled his bid due to the death of his wife therefore they were going with the second lowest bidder which was All American Electric. Alan discussed the de-classification process at the wastewater treatment building. 
David Day updated on the email that he had received from the title company regarding the Jack Clifton property issues. He stated that it appears there is some type of easement, 2 surveys have been completed and that some kind of agreement between the school district and the town had been executed. David stated that he will have a more comprehensive package available at the next Council meeting. David also reported that he had once again heard from Boss Constructions attorney and right after that phone call he also received a phone call from Bob Powell at H.D.R. Engineering. David stated that he is hoping to have all these wastewater treatment plant issues resolved soon. 

Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that the town had been denied the grant for the RV Park. Andrea stated that a couple of the main reasons that it was denied, according to U.S.D.A., was that the funds requested were not enough to actually complete the project and that not enough proof was submitted showing that new jobs would be created or that current jobs would be sustained. Mayor Wilson updated on a request made by Don Anderson to withdraw the $250.00 theft of services fine. Mayor Wilson stated that Don had bought this home from Lee Marquette and that he had bought it on foreclosure with an outstanding, delinquent water/sewer bill. Mayor Wilson reported that the water had been shut off for non-payment prior to the new owners purchasing the property, and that the old owner is still living there and turned the water back on. A $250.00 fine was added to the account for the theft of services. Mayor Wilson stated that the current owner said he would come in and pay the entire balance, which is around $1,000.00 if the Town could remove that $250.00 fine. The new owner had stated that he is currently trying to evict the current renter. 
Jack Mears made a motion to remove the $250.00 fine as long as the entire balance is paid with-in a week. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Announcements: 
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 9:22 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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