Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
March 23, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Pro-tem Jason Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Pro-tem Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner and Marla Reed. 
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Assistant/Fire Chief Richard Philips, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann, and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: George Theodoratus, Robin and Darla Feetham, Jim Hobbs and Don Payne. 
Special Presentations: 

 

Public Safety: Mayor Pro-tem Miller reported that Mayor Wilson had stated that the new Sheriff’s office is open for business. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim reported on the progress of the different projects that they are working on. He stated that the Main Street sidewalk removal and reconstruction project is about 90% complete. He is hoping to go out to bid for this project soon. Jim also reported on the progress of the Mill Avenue and East Concrete waterline projects. He reported on the progress of the water, sewer, and storm drain locates, and the surveys of these areas. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: March 9, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #25004-#25025
 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation: None
Old Business: Resolution #2009-04 – Authorizing Matching Funds, WSDOT Aviation Division Airport Grant: Jack Mears reported that the grant application fulfillments had been met, except for the archeological research for the digging of the post holes and the resolution authorizing the matching funds. Jack reported that the letter Mayor Wilson had written was not enough and that the WSDOT Aviation Division needed the resolution. Jack also reported that the grant applications will be reviewed in May and awarded in July. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2009-04. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Don Payne: Don reported that he has been working with staff and is making some headway with his concerns regarding his building located on Main Street. Don stated that they are working on getting this building ready so that the Apples can open their bookstore in May. He stated that he believes he is on the right track for them to open in May. Don also stated that he believes that public officials need to work for and with the people and not for the town. He stated that he believes that there are too many government regulations. Don referred to a story that took place during WWII. Don also stated that he believes there are ways the town can work with people and still abide by the laws and regulations. 
Don also reported that he would like to see the street swept on a monthly basis. 

Rich Philips stated that the Town staff needs a detailed plan of what Don wants to do with the building so that the staff can ensure that all the codes are being met. Rich gave a detailed description of the building and described where Don wanted to add the residence. Rich also explained the code regarding the need to install a sprinkler system in a commercial building that includes a residence. Rick Cisar stated that the work not only needs to meet fire code but it also needs to meet the zoning code for the Town’s Town Center District. Rick and Rich both stated that they need a detailed plan to review to ensure that the project meets all codes. Tamera Glaser, audience member, stated that he could request a variance to convert the building to more than 50% residential and then he could move forward with Council approval, as long as it still conforms to all other codes. It was the consensus of the Council for Don to turn in a detailed plan for the staff to review.
Jack Clifton – Old Grade School, McKee Street:  David Day referred to the letters received from Jack Clifton with regard to him wanting to charge the Town for the use of McKee Street and the sewer underneath the street. David stated that he has already contacted a title company to research this issue and determine if the street was ever dedicated. Robin Feetham, audience member, stated that he believes that this street was dedicated as an alley in 2002 or 2003. David stated that even if it has not been dedicated, he believes that since the town and public have used this roadway, it should fall under eminent domain or prescriptive right of way. Robin stated that he believes that this situation would not pertain to eminent domain or prescriptive right of way, because of the fact that compensation was never made. David stated that he has had experience dealing with eminent domain. David reported that he hopes to have a clear explanation from the title company in April and then he will have options for the Council. Robin also stated that he believes that a survey was commissioned for this issue, but it was never completed. Discussion ensued between the Council and the public with regards to McKee Street and the surrounding properties. 
New Business: Proclamation – Silver Star Shining: Andrea referred to the e-mail that was included in the Council packets that Mayor Wilson had received. Mayor Pro-tem Miller reviewed the request made by Silver Star Families of America and read aloud some of the entries in the proclamation. 
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the proclamation. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Events Application – Old Fashioned Fly-In: Discussion ensued on the need for sani-cans, the fire truck, cones and banners during this event. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
PSE – Shoreline Permit Extension Request: Rick updated the Council on the request made by Jeff McMeekin from Puget Sound Energy for a one-year extension on their shoreline permit for the construction of the powerhouse and fish trap. Rick explained that the original resolution approving the shoreline permit allowed for a two-year window for construction, but it also allows for a one-year extension to be granted by Council. Rick stated that he is recommending approval of this request. He also reported that the pre-construction meeting for this project will take place on March 27.
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the extension request. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that WSDOT Aviation needed the resolution that was discussed and approved earlier in the meeting.
*Jack Mears reported on the East County Community Weatherization and Home Repair Program meeting that he attended last Friday. He reported that the committee would like to use Town property to house a wood lot. He stated that this wood lot would run like the food bank and would be given to low-income persons with wood heat. Jack also referred to a packet that outlines different programs for low-income persons that enhances weatherization. Jack went over the different options and programs that are available. He also stated that Work-Source would provide training for youths and provide funds for the cutting and stacking of the fire-wood. Jack questioned if the Town has property available to be used for this purpose. Rich Philips stated that maybe Lonestar or Glacier Northwest would allow the use of their property. Jack stated that another meeting will be held April 17 at 10:00 a.m. at the East County Resource Center. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported on the meeting held at 6:15 p.m. today. He stated that the Parks Committee meetings will be held on the fourth Monday of every month at 6:15 p.m. Jason reported on the plan for the Town Center sign: The plan is to hang the panels, replace the fence, then install the landscaping. Jason also discussed the research the Parks Committee is doing on the installation of foot and bike trails within the Town. Jason also stated that he will look into getting the bear at Bear Square operating again. 
Visioning: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the workshop is still in the planning stages and has been titled “Imagine Concrete”. He reported that the steering committee has developed questions to discuss at the workshop. The time of the workshop has been changed from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on April 18 at the High School Commons. Jason also requested that the Council approve the Town paying for the materials for this town-initiated Visioning Workshop. 

Mike Criner made a motion to allow for a budget not to exceed $500.00. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Centennial Committee: Jason Miller: Jason displayed the t-shirts that the committee has had done. Jason discussed the different events that will take place during the Centennial festivities. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 24 at 5:30 p.m.  
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported on the planting project at Lorenzen Creek being completed by Skagit Fisheries and Mrs. Janda’s Middle School class. Rick also stated that the Planning Commission is going through the comprehensive plan and he will be able to incorporate items from the Visioning Workshop into the plan. Rick also reminded the Council of the two public hearings that will take place at the next Planning Commission meeting regarding cluster subdivisions and accessory dwelling units. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she should have the Annual Report review completed this week. She also stated that the February Treasurer’s Report was included in the Council Packets. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Rich Philips reported on the new dump truck. He also reported that the wastewater treatment plant is running well Mike Criner questioned the silt covering parts of the Rails-to-Trails pathway. Rich stated that the catch basin is plugged and that Alan has contacted Fisheries with regard to cleaning it out. 

David reported on the meeting that took place at his office regarding the wastewater treatment plant. He reported that Mayor Wilson, Alan, Andrea, himself and Ed Claxton from J.T.S. Manage Service were present at this meeting. David stated that this plant should be to the point of acceptance but the Town has not heard from H.D.R. or Boss Construction regarding this issue. David reported that Boss Construction should be instigating this by contacting H.D.R. and asking for acceptance. David stated that he will contact Boss Construction and H.D.R., and will hopefully have an update for the Council within one month. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Pro-tem Miller referred to the complaint received from Tim Cooley regarding the Town Center sign. Jason questioned the progress of the panels. Rich Philips stated that he knew Alan had completed at least one of the brackets. Mayor Pro-tem Miller stated that he had spoken with Mayor Wilson regarding this issue and that Mayor Wilson stated that he will speak with Alan and get this project finished.  
Announcements: Darla Feetham, audience member, stated that the time for the Council meetings needs to be changed in the Upriver Community News paper. Jack Mears stated that it also needs to be changed in the Skagit Valley Herald. 
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:21 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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