Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
March 9, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner and Marla Reed. 
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Don Payne, Adam Rudnick, Robin and Darla Feetham, Allen and Carol Fabrick, George Theodoratus, Doug Gates, Jack Freeman and Mike Apple. 
Special Presentations: 

 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that the sheriff’s will begin moving into their new office this week. He also reported that he had to call 911 on Sunday to report a group of kids near his home that were acting suspicious. He stated that when he called 911 he requested that a deputy return his call immediately, which they did. Mayor Wilson also reported that he had observed the school crosswalk last Monday after receiving reports that sheriff’s had not been present. He stated that he had witnessed several different vehicles exceeding the speed limit on that afternoon and that a sheriff was not present during these incidences. He reported that he called the undersheriff Wayne Dowhaniuk and reported these issues and within a few minutes of that phone call there was a deputy on scene. He also reported that some of the school staff were being pulled over when leaving school grounds. Mayor Wilson suggested that the Council not hesitate to call 911 and if they do not receive a timely response, to call Wayne Dowhaniuk or Rick Grimstead. 
Jack Mears questioned the letter received from a concerned citizen regarding the RV and Skate Parks. Mayor Wilson reported that he had viewed the letter last week and immediately spoke with Public Works. He reported that Dale Angel is at the Skate Park every day, cleaning-up garbage and checking for damage or graffiti. He also reported that he had instructed the Public Works Department to clean-up the area around the shop. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs-Absent: Discussion ensued regarding the letter from Reichhardt & Ebe engineering in response to the letter received from D.B. Johnson. It was the consensus of the Council to forward this letter along with a letter from the Town stating that the work performed by Reichhardt & Ebe was necessary and the billing is consistent with the work performed. 
Consent Agenda

· Amended Town Council Minutes – January 12, 2009

· Town Council Minutes: February 23, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #24968-#25003
Andrea explained the need for the amended minutes for the January 12, 2009 meeting. She stated that she had inadvertently left the section approving the wastewater treatment plant bonds out of the approved typed minutes. She stated that she had spoken with the Auditor’s office and they had stated that as long as it was in the written notes and was recorded on audio, the original approved minutes could be amended to reflect the section that was missing. 

 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation: Don Payne: Don presented a drawing of his building and questioned the requirement to sprinkle the entire building. Don reviewed the drawing and went over the separate sections of the building that have been used as residential. He also reviewed the proposed changes of the commercial and residential areas of the building for the new renters. He stated that he is not changing the use and that he has the right to have a caretaker on site. He also discussed the issue regarding the requirements for obtaining a building permit. He stated that he does not believe he needs a permit for what is currently being worked on. He believes that allowing the Apples to live there and open their business would be a benefit to the community. Discussion ensued regarding the sprinkling of commercial buildings that have residences. Jack Mears stated that he believes that this regulation only pertains to new construction not established buildings. Alan stated that he believes that this regulation pertains to new residences constructed within an established building, but that the fire chief should be present for these types of questions and concerns. 
Mike Criner made a motion to table this issue until Rick Cisar and Richard Philips could present at the meeting with written codes stating the rules and regulations associated with this issue. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Old Business: Surplus Resolution - #2009-03: Andrea reported on the items on the surplus list. She also reported that she will bring another surplus resolution at a later date with more equipment and vehicles from the Public Works Department. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2009-03. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

New Business: Fire Department Board of Trustees – Council Member Appointment: Mayor Wilson explained that Tamera Glaser was the appointed Council member for this board and that we need to fill the open position. 

Mike Criner nominated Paul Rider. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Ordinance #643 – Amending CMC 10.12.010, Parking Time Limits: Andrea and Alan updated the Council on the changes made to the parking ordinance. Alan discussed the need for the changes and the request that was made by the Just As I am Early Learning Center. He also reviewed each change with the Council. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #643. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Airport Lot Lease Agreements: David Day updated the Council on the inquiry regarding the leases made by Steve Ellison. Discussion ensued regarding the need for further clarity in different sections of the airport leases. David stated that he will follow--up on these items. 

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported on the quote received for the fence replacement at the east end of the airport. He reported that Jack is working on the grant application to replace the fence and to add a rolling gate that eventually can be electrically operated by keypad. Jack stated that he needs a letter from Mayor Wilson stating that the town is capable and willing to pay the five percent matching funds. Jack also stated that the security grant is an easier grant to get than the others. 
Parks: Jason Miller: No Report: Andrea reminded Council that the next Visioning Session will be held on Thursday, March 12, at 6:00 p.m., at the Pilot’s Lounge. 
Centennial Committee: Jason Miller: No report. Andrea updated the Council on the quotes requested for Centennial banners to be displayed uptown. Mayor Wilson also referred to an 
e-mail from Val Stafford regarding a town aerial photo. Andrea stated that there are funds available in the Centennial budget for these items. 
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: No Report. Andrea displayed the new signs for the native growth protection areas that Rick will have developers use. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea stated that she needs someone to review the annual report before she can submit it. She stated that some council’s have finance committees that perform this duty. Paul Rider volunteered to review the annual report. Andrea also reported that Lou Hillman at the Resource Center had requested the presence of an official from the town to sit in on an informal pre-weatherization summit. Andrea reported that Lou stated she believes that there are funds available through the housing authority to help residents in

eastern Skagit County winterize their homes.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported that everything is running.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on a meeting that he and Andrea had with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the State Department of Emergency Management regarding the winter storms. He reported that the funding possibilities were all a definite maybe. Mayor Wilson reported on the damages that the town incurred. Mayor Wilson also reported on a meeting that is scheduled for March 20, 2009, at David Day’s office, regarding the wastewater treatment plant and the invoice received from H.D.R. Engineering. David stated that he is surprised that the contractor has not requested final acceptance from the town for this project. Alan reported that Boss Construction still needs to complete the punch list items. Discussion ensued regarding the wastewater treatment plant and project closeout. Mayor Wilson reiterated that the sheriff’s will begin moving into the office this week.
Announcements: None 
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 7:50 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________
Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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