Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
February 23, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 
Roll Call: Council Members: Jack Mears, Paul Rider, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller. 
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Jim Hobbs, Evalyn Goeringer, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Jack Clifton, Robin and Darla Feetham, Leann Howell, George Theodoratus, Jack Freeman, Doug Gates, Don Payne and Valaree O’Leary.
Special Presentations: 

 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that the Sheriff’s office is about 90 percent complete with the trim, computer wiring, cabinets and counters to be finished. He stated that he hoping that the Sheriff’s will be able to move in within the next couple weeks. Mayor Wilson opened the meeting up for any public comments regarding public safety. There were no questions or comments from the public.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief update on each of the projects they are working on. He stated that they are further evaluating the landslide area. He reported that he is working with J. Robert Gordon from Geo Engineers to get additional information on Jack Freeman’s property. Jim also updated on the progress of the Main Street sidewalk project and the school sidewalk project. He stated that they are working on the final design for the Main Street sidewalk project and are hoping to be able to advertise for construction bids soon. He reported that the preliminary design for the school sidewalk has also been completed, but he needs to meet with the town and the school district for further input. Jim also reported that they are working on the Pine Valley review. Jim also referred to a letter to the Town from D.B. Johnson received on February 20 regarding billing concerns for work being done on the Franks Place project. Jim updated the Council on the reviews that were performed by Reichhardt and Ebe and explained the review process. He stated this property is in a critical area making the review more intensive then a residential property. He also reported on the original review of the drainage plan and the comments that were sent back to the developer. He stated that D.B. Johnson then changed the design and re-submitted their drainage plan and that this design was not accepted by town staff or by Reichhardt & Ebe. He reported that comments and suggestions were once again made to D.B. Johnson. D.B. Johnson then submitted another design and a third review was completed. Jim stated that with this many reviews, the cost goes up. He also referred to a certain sentence in the letter from D.B. Johnson, which stated that they had asked Reichhardt & Ebe what they (Reichhardt & Ebe) would like to see. Jim stated that it is not Reichhardt Ebe’s job, as the town’s engineer, to design a project for the developer: rather they are tasked to review what the developer submits and to review the design in light of the town’s regulations. Discussion ensued regarding Reichhardt &Ebe’s invoicing and pricing. Rick also updated the Council on the length of the design process for this project and the designs that were submitted. Further discussion ensued regarding the drainage design submittals. It was the consensuses of the Council to have Jim write a re-buttal letter to D.B. Johnson, explaining the review process and the charges for the three separate reviews.

Jack Freeman questioned the status of his home with regard to the landslide. Jim stated that his focus will be on Jack’s property. Jim reported that he will be working with J. Robert Gordon and the Skagit County building inspector to determine the issues specifically associated with Jack Freeman’s property. Jim stated that he will work on this item this week and will be in direct contact with Jack Freeman.
Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the request made by the Oasis Teen Shelter to hold a meet and greet pizza party at the office leased to them by the Town. Leann Howell updated the Council on the meet and greet, and the services that are offered by the Oasis Teen Shelter. Leann explained the reasons for the meet and greet, and the importance of letting these youths know about the shelter and the services offered. Leann reported that the overnight shelter is located in Mount Vernon, but they can offer transportation from the local facility for youths who need it. Marla Reed suggested that the Council allow a two-month trial period for these events and that the shelter needs to contact the Sheriff’s office with the date and times of the events so that the deputies can do emphasis patrols during the events. She also suggested that the deputies keep track of the increase or decrease of reported incidents during those nights. Marla suggested that Leann come to the first meeting in May to discuss further and to see how the events are going. Val O’Leary questioned what type of services will be offered to these youths. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with Marla’s suggestions.
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: February 9, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #24951-#24967
· Payroll Warrants: #2197-#2205 

 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation: None 
Old Business: Old Grade School – Jack Clifton: Jack stated that he is still waiting for an estimate on the actual demolition of the building..He stated he submitted a request for a bid during the first week of February. Jack reported that originally he was hoping he would be able to rebuild, but after talking with engineers and contractors, he has realized that the viability of the concrete in the building would make this impossible. He stated that he is still waiting for the juveniles involved with starting the fire to go to court. He also reported that he has spent close to fifty thousand dollars on the clean up and abatement so far. He stated that his goal has always been to do something nice for the town and he apologized for the building being such a mess for the last year. He also discussed the vitality of the remaining buildings. Val O’Leary questioned if the parents of the juveniles will be or can be held responsible. Jack discussed the insurance issues. Jason questioned if each of the juveniles have his own court date. Jack stated that yes each juvenile will have his own court date and that the dates that have been scheduled so far have been postponed. David Day stated that these are juvenile proceedings and the process is more complicated. Jason discussed the issues with the demolition process and questioned what company Jack was getting an estimate from. Jack stated that the name of the company is T & T Recovery Lauts Inc. and they are based in Burlington, with a Bellingham billing address. Jack Mears stated that he doesn’t want to see Jack make himself sick over this and reminded him that he has no control over the court proceedings. Jack Mears stated his opinion regarding the issue before the Council; he stated that he is glad to see Jack is making progress in the clean-up, abatement and the demolition but does not want to see him over do it. David stated that now that the asbestos abatement is complete, the town is dealing with an attractive nuisance issue. David stated that it is a Council decision as to what to do next, whether the Council allows him more time or starts fining him weekly until the building is demolished. David also updated on juvenile proceedings and the complexity of the insurance issues. Val O’Leary suggested contacting the Skagit Valley Herald to do an article and see if there is a contractor out there that might be willing to donate time and labor. Val stated that she thinks there are nice people still out there that might be willing to help. Jason stated Val should work with Jack directly and discuss the issue further. Discussion ensued regarding the Council decision and the next steps. Doug Gates questioned if Jack has the money to complete the demolition and if not he should just deed it to the town. Darla Feetham questioned if the Sheriff is still having issues with people entering the building. Greg Adams stated they have not arrested anyone recently for trespassing on the premises. Robin Feetham stated that it is a huge liability. Jason proposed that the clock for complete demolition start as soon as the bid is received and that fines shall accumulate weekly for six months, but if demolition occurs prior to the six-month deadline, all fines would be waived. Further discussion ensued regarding the time limit and fines.

Mike Criner made a motion that beginning March 1st, 2009, fines will start to accumulate at a hundred dollars per week, but if complete demolition occurs by the end of six months (September 1, 2009), all fines shall be null and void. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

RV Park Concerns – Valaree O’Leary: Val questioned what type of RV park this is going to be. She also questioned where it would be located. She questioned if the people staying at the RV Park would be screened or if the town was going to allow just anyone to stay there. Val discussed her issues with drug problems and sexual predators in town. She stated that these types of people could just use the RV Park as a place to hang out and get to the youths of the town. Jack stated that the campers should be more afraid of the youths and not the youths afraid of the campers. Greg Adams stated that he cannot recall any reported problems at other RV parks in the area. Jack Clifton stated that something needs to be done with the youths in Concrete. He stated that there is a major problem in this town with the youths and the fact that they have nothing to do. He believes someone should set something up for these kids to do in this community. Val stated that she thinks the RV park is a good idea and will be good for the town but she was concerned about who was going to be allowed to stay there.
Ordinance #638 – Amending CMC 2.01.010, Council Meeting Time: Andrea reported that this is the ordinance to change the Council meeting time from 7:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., as requested by Council.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinance #638. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
New Business: Valaree O’Leary – Police Protection Issues: Val discussed drug-related issues in her neighborhood. She stated that she is going to be working with Barb Hawkings at the school district and with the Drug Task Force to help with drug-related troubles in the community. She reported that the Concrete School District covers the biggest span of area and she feels there is not enough police protection. She discussed drug-related issues and the concerns she has for the kids in the community. She stated that she wanted the Council to be aware of her involvement and concerns regarding these issues.
Skagit Aero Museum – Jim Jenkins: Jim requested that the Skagit Aero Museum be allowed to place signs on certain hangars promoting the museum at the airport. He discussed the future growth at the airport and the town, and that he would like to help with the enhancement of both. He stated that he would like to place these signs on the hangars associated with the museum, the Pilot’s Lounge, the fence at the airport and eventually he hopes to add to the airport sign at State Route 20. Discussion ensued regarding the museum and its non-profit status. Jim stated that he hopes to bring in the public from town, as well as outside of town, and he hopes to bring in the flying public as well.
Mike Criner made a motion to allow the signs to be placed on the fence, the Pilot’s Lounge, and on hangar lots #1,# 2,# 3,# 4, #6, #18, and #19. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that the grant application period is open for submittals, and suggested the Town should apply for a grant to fix the fence at the east end of the airport. He also reported that Guyline would be submitting a small works application. Mike also reported on storm damage at the airport that includes the gutters on the Pilot’s Lounge and one of the tie-downs. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the Parks Committee had met earlier and discussed landscaping around the Town Center Sign. He stated that after the panels are installed and the fence is replaced, they will work on the actual landscaping installation. Jason also updated the Council on the discussions held regarding a trail system plan for the town, which is in the town’s comprehensive plan. Rick stated that he will get copies of that section of the comprehensive plan to the Parks Committee members. 
Centennial Committee: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the next meeting will be held on March 2 at 5:30 p.m.
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported that the Planning Commission will meet next Tuesday and at the meeting they will go over the zoning code changes for the accessory dwelling units and cluster subdivisions. He also reported that Rick Archuletta will attend the next Planning Commission meeting to update the commission on the Visioning Workshop. Rick also reviewed the new wetland signs with the Council. He also updated the Council on the Skagit Fisheries project that Mrs. Janda’s class will work on this spring. Rick also reported that Skagit Fisheries is still working on the culvert replacement at Lorenzen Creek. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she is still working on the surplus list and will hopefully have it finalized by the first meeting in March. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan updated on a possible grant from the Department of Ecology and he would like to have Jim Hobbs work on the grant application and questioned if we needed a task order for this. Andrea stated that he could complete that work under the on-call services task order. Alan stated that these grant funds could be used to install cameras for the sewer system and find the faults in the lines and then repair the infrastructure. He also reported that the alarm system will be installed the first week in March. Alan also reported that the heating system installation is almost complete. Jason reported that Dani Magee, her husband and their neighbor had offered to pressure wash and paint the public restrooms once a year if the town would provide the paint. Jason encouraged Alan to take advantage of this offer. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that since the last meeting he has been sick, has started EMT classes, has been dealing with the landslide issues and has been trying to keep up with the Sheriff’s office remodel. Mayor Wilson apologized to Darla for not getting in contact with Puget Sound Energy regarding the dam alarm. Alan stated that Rich had called the issue in and Puget Sound Energy had been out and replaced a part. 
Announcements: Jason announced that the Visioning Workshop steering committee will hold its first meeting on Thursday, February 26, at 6 p.m. at the Pilot’s Lounge. 
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 9:30 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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