Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
February 9, 2009
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Pro-tem, Jason Miller called the meeting to order. Mayor Pro-tem Miller led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council members: Jack Mears and Paul Rider
David gave a brief update on the rules of a quorum and the absence of the Mayor and two Council members. David referred to an RCW that he believes will allow for the meeting to continue.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer, Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: George Theodoratus, Doug Gates, Jim Hobbs, Carol and Allen Fabrick, Tamera and Easton Glaser, Don Payne, Valaree O’Leary, Rick Archuletta. 
Special Presentations: 

 

Public Safety: Jason reported that Mayor Judd Wilson has requested any discussions on the RV Park be tabled until the next meeting, when he will be present. Jason also reported that Mayor Wilson a meeting with Greg Adams scheduled for either Wednesday or Friday this week.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief update on each of the current projects they are working on. He reported that they are getting the as-builts for the water and sewer lines in the Mill Addition and East Concrete areas to begin the alignments for the new water lines. He also reported that the surveyors have been in the East Concrete area performing the topographic surveying. Jim updated the Council on the Transportation Improvement Board (TIB) funds received for the construction of the Main Street sidewalks. He reported that the Town has been approved for a $100,000 grant to construct as much of the sidewalk as possible. Jim stated that the plan is to start at the Post Office and work their way west until the funds are spent, and then apply at the next grant cycle for funds to complete the remaining sidewalks. Jim also gave a brief update on the report received from Geo Engineers. 

Andrea updated the Council on Task Order F for the 2009 on-call services. 


Jack Mears made a motion to approve Task Order F. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: January 26, 2009
· Claims Warrants: #24912 to #24950 
 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation: Valaree O’Leary-RV Park Concerns: This item was tabled until the February 23rd, 2009 meeting. 
Diane Bergsma, Mudslide issues: Diane stated that she had met with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and she was told that the Town could apply for grants to stabilize the slope. Diane stated that she is concerned about Jack and Kim Freeman and the status of their home. She reported that their house has not been condemned. Jim Hobbs intervened and stated that now that the report has been finalized, he could get in contact with the Mayor and the County and see what the next steps are. Diane also inquired about a broken water line high on the slope that could possibly have caused the land slide. She reported that she called Public Works and asked if they could turn the water off and when they did the water stopped running down the slope. Alan stated that the water line for the house on the slope comes up the west side of the slope, not the east side. Discussion ensued regarding where the water was coming from and the status of the water lines on that slope. Diane requested that the Town look into it and that she would also like to see some help for her neighbors. Valaree O’Leary questioned if it would be possible to have FEMA buy the house on the top of the slope and move the slope away from the residential area. She stated that she believes the slope cannot be stabilized. Valaree also discussed many un-related issues regarding her neighborhood. She requested that the Town look into some type of funding to re-instate the local police department. 
Old Business: Old Grade School: Andrea reported that everything from Jack Clifton’s building permit file has been included in their Council packets. She also reported that the asbestos report was also included in their packets and that Jack Clifton had stated that he is currently waiting for an estimate for the demolition of the building. It was the consensuses of the Council to have Jack Clifton attend the next meeting on February 23; Jason stated he would call Jack Clifton and inform him of the Council’s wishes in this regard. David commented that the asbestos report is very reassuring. David was concerned that the Town was going to end up going through this process, which can be very costly, so he’s glad to see that Jack is proceeding. Jason stated that Jack Clifton was not aware that he was supposed to supply the Town with a copy of the asbestos report and that is why he just now brought in the report. Jason stated that we need to be more proactive and communicate to Clifton what the Town wants and needs from him during this process.
New Business: Inter-local Agreement Skagit County: Andrea updated the Council on this agreement. She stated that most jurisdictions already have this type of agreement set up with the County. This agreement will allow the Town to contract with the County for needed services without having to wait through the time consuming process of getting the inter-local agreement approved when time is more of a factor. 
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the inter-local agreement. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Event Application – Mardi Gras: Andrea reported that she didn’t believe that there were any changes from last year’s event, except for the special occasion license that she had signed with a consensus from Council. 
Jack Mears made a motion to approve the events application. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Planning Commission Application – Michael Apple: Rick gave a brief update on the Planning Commission vacancy left by Marty Glaser's resignation. Mayor Pro-tem Miller called on Michael Apple. Paul questioned what business in town he had owned. Michael stated that he and his wife had owned D’Apples Books a few years ago and are planning on re-opening in late April or early May as Rainy Day Books. Michel gave a brief personal history. He stated that he and his family moved up here and opened the book-store and that his daughter had been the first home school student to graduate from the school house. He reported that they then moved with hopes of continuing the book-store at a new location, which did not pan out so they moved back in October of 2008, with plans to re-open the book store. He stated that he spent 21 years in the Navy and that he is very disciplined and structured, and is looking forward to playing an active roll in the community. 
It was the consensus of the Council to appoint Michael Apple to the Planning Commission. Mayor Pro-tem Miller welcomed Michael to the Planning Commission. 
Budget Amendment – Sewer: Ordinance #637: Andrea reported on the need for the budget amendment for the sewer fund. She stated this was due to the closing on the revenue bond from United Stated Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the closeout of the interim financing from the Department of Community Trade and Economic Development (CDBG) for the construction of the wastewater treatment plant.
Jack Mears made a motion to approve ordinance #637. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: In the absence of Mike Criner, Jack Mears reported that it has been almost 2 months since they have been able to use the airport runway. He stated that even if the runway was plowed, the tenants would not be able to taxi from their hangars. Jack also suggested that on the next grant funding cycle, the Town should apply to fix the fence. He also reported that the web-cam is not working again. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the he needs to get with Alan and get the Town Center Sign back on track. Discussion ensued regarding the annual fee and the initial fee. Jason also stated that we need to contact Tim Cooley and see if he wants to re-pay for his panel. Jason reported that the next Parks Committee meeting will be on February 23 at 7 p.m. 
*Jason also reported on re-establishing the Concrete Herald. He updated everyone on the donation process and the good press received from the Seattle Times and the interview on KMPS radio station. 
Centennial Committee: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the next meeting will be held on March 2md at 5:30 p.m.
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported on the last Planning Commission meeting. He stated that they had discussed cluster sub-divisions and accessory dwelling units. He reported that he had provided each commissioner with a binder. He also reported that they will work on the comprehensive plan updates. He will get this on the docket prior to April 1 and that will give the Town a year to actually adopt the plan. He will bring a draft ordinance on the accessory dwelling units and the cluster sub-divisions to the Council within the next couple months. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the January Treasurer’s Report was included in the Council packets. She also questioned the change in the CMC chapter 2.01.010 regarding the time for adjournment. She stated that the old statute calls for adjournment by 10:00 p.m.; she suggested changing it to 9:30 p.m. She will bring the ordinance to the next meeting; so that it takes effect the first meeting in March. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan updated the Council on the agreement proposals with ADT Security Services. He stated that there are two options before them and explained each proposal. Discussion ensued regarding the surveillance at the wastewater treatment plant. 

Jack Mears made a motion to accept the agreement with ADT Security Services for $144.58 per month. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Alan also reported that Boss had been at the wastewater treatment plant that day to fix a valve and a leak on another piece of equipment. 
Mayor’s Report: No report.
Announcements: Andrea announced that Town Hall will be closed on February 16 in observance of Presidents Day. 
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:45 p.m. Paul Rider seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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