Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
December 8, 2008
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Judd Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council members: Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: George Wenzinger, Doug Gates, Robert A. DiLeo Sr., Joseph DiLeo, Don Payne, George Theodoratus, Robin and Darla Feetham, Paul W. Rider.
Special Presentations: 

 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson updated on the individuals who were convicted after the drug bust that took place on Ridgway Court around 4 months ago. He reported that they each received 48 months in prison and at the end of their time served they will be deported. Mayor Wilson also reported on the break-in that occurred at Loggers Landing. He stated that one juvenile had confessed and the sheriff’s believe they will get a second confession. Mayor Wilson also updated the Council on the construction of the Sheriff’s office. He reported that the plumbing is complete and the wall for the bathroom is installed. Jack Mears reported on the surveillance camera installation at the Concrete Senior Center. He reported that the cameras have not yet been installed, but he has been assured by Sharon Dillon that they will be operational by the end of 2008.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: No Report 
Election of New Council Member: Mayor Wilson reviewed, with Council, the two applications received for the Council position that will be made vacant by the resignation of Tamera Glaser at the end of this year. Mayor Wilson called on the two applicants to step forward.
Robert DiLeo: Robert introduced himself to the Council. He stated that he thinks the town will grow substantially in the coming years and wants to help the town grow in a positive way. He stated that he has lived in many different communities where they did not prepare themselves for future growth and he would like to see Concrete be prepared. Jack Mears questioned why he left the Planning Commission. Robert stated that he had problems with two of the other commissioners. Mayor Wilson questioned if he had problems with any of the Council members would he also resign from the Council. Robert stated that he would not; he stated that he had done a lot of soul searching after leaving the Planning Commission and after being asked by a friend if he thought it was supposed to be easy, he realized that it was not supposed to be easy. He stated that if he had any problems being on the Council that he would speak with the Mayor and Council before resigning. Jason Miller questioned what he would do to see that the community grows in a positive manner. Robert stated that he would like to see the community maintain its infrastructure and also remember that the town is a gateway to the North Cascades for tourists.
Paul Rider: Paul introduced himself to the Council and stated that he has lived here since March of 2006. He also stated that he would like to reiterate what Robert has said. He stated that this is a great community. He reported that his daughter had just begun school and that he has been very impressed with the school district so far. He stated that he has no ideas what the future holds for Concrete, but he wants to be involved. He stated that it’s not about winning or losing, but about being a part of something. He also reported that he currently works three different jobs and is an active reservist in the military. Jack Mears questioned whether he would be going back on active duty. Paul stated that it was possible. He reported that he is worldwide deployable and he could be called to mobilize at any time and if needed he would answer the call. Jason Miller questioned if could make all Council meetings while working three jobs. Paul stated that he would make it happen. He stated that he has the flexibility to change his schedule. Mayor Wilson questioned if he was coming into this with an agenda. Paul stated that he does not have an agenda; he just wants to make a difference. Tamera Glaser stated that she likes his determination. Paul stated that he wants to be able to stand in the gap and make a difference. 
Jack Mears nominated Paul Rider for the Council position. Marla Reed and Tamera Glaser seconded the nomination. The nomination carried with Mike Criner abstained from the vote. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: November 24, 2008

· Claims Warrants: #24798 - #24834
 

Mayor Wilson noted a change in the dollar amounts for the construction of the Public Safety Building in the Mayor’s report. Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the change. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: RV Park Standards: Rick updated the Council on the RV Park standards. He reported that RV Park developments would require a conditional use permit. He reported that the first ordinance (#628) amends the zoning district to add RV Parks as a conditional use. He reported that the next ordinance (#629) updates a series of definitions regarding RV Parks. He also reported on the final ordinance (#630), which provides development standards for RV Parks. Rick also updated the Council on the recommendations made by the Planning Commission. He went over different determinations and regulations with the Council. He reviewed the limitations on the number of people per site and the limitations on the length of stay. He also suggested that the Council add an extended stay permit for certain instances which would need prior approval from Council. He also updated on the regulations for the allowable size of the RV’s with-in the park. Mike Criner questioned if guidelines needed to be set up for the extended stay permits. Rick stated he can develop a one-page application for the extended stay permit and he could use similar guidelines from other RV parks. Jack Mears questioned if it was proper for the town to pursue development of a RV Park that would compete with private industry. Mayor Wilson stated that he had spoken with the Mayors of Brewster and Grand Coulee, which also have RV Parks. Tamera Glaser questioned the regulations on the number of people per site. She stated that she feels limiting it to six is discriminating against larger families. Discussion ensued within staff and Council on how to determine the limitations on the number of people per site. It was suggested to state “no more than six people over the age of 14 per site.” Discussion also ensued regarding restroom and shower facilities. 
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing portion at 8:14 p.m.

No public comment


Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing portion at 8:15 p.m.

Mike Criner made a motion to adopt Ordinances #628, #629, and #630, with the change on the number of people per site to read “no more than 6 persons over the age of 14.” Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Critical Areas Regulations: Rick updated the Council on the review of the Critical Areas Regulations, which was started by the Planning Commission in 2005. He stated that the town is required to adopt new regulations by December 31, 2008. He updated the Council on the draft that was done by the engineer in 2005. He reported that the Department of Ecology had submitted comments on that 2005 draft. He stated that these regulations are to protect the town’s critical areas and still allow for development to occur. He reported that he began working on the re-draft last year. He had sent it out to all the agencies and had again received comments from the Department of Ecology. He then, with the approval of Council, hired Graham and Bunting to assist with the comments received from the Department of Ecology. He stated that Graham and Bunting had come to a Planning Commission meeting, where they reviewed the comments received from the Department of Ecology. Rick reviewed with Council the critical areas map that was developed by Skagit County GIS. He stated that he also had worked with Alan on this map. Rick reviewed some of the habitats and the buffer regulations with the Council. He went over some of the allowable exemptions and modifications that could come before Council with a development application. He reported that the Planning Commission is recommending adoption of this ordinance after much review and a public hearing held at the Planning Commission level. Discussion ensued regarding the buffers around Lorenzen Creek. Jason questioned the 10-foot setback. Rick stated this would be a setback requirement from the buffer. 
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing portion at 8:34 pm.

Robin Feetham,--citizen of the Town of Concrete: Robin referred to an agreement that the town has with the fisheries regarding Lorenzen Creek. Robin reported on the history of the agreement. He stated that when the fisheries issues their MDNS (Mitigated Determination of Non Significance) to make Lorenzen Creek a fish-bearing stream, the town decided to appeal. The town prevailed twice before failing on the third appeal. He reported that after the town lost the third appeal, they appealed it in Superior Court where the town once again prevailed. Robin reported that he believes the agreement stated that the town is indemnified from any setback on Lorenzen Creek until 2035. Robin stated that all the Critical Areas Ordinance means is that if there’s development in a critical area, the developer will have to spend more money on engineering in these areas. He also stated that he believes that the State cannot control the buffers that ultimately the town is in control of the buffers on Lorenzen Creek. 

Don Payne: Don stated that he supports protecting his neighbor’s property, but the town is mandated by the State to develop new regulations. Don referred to the critical areas map and the slope located behind his property on Main Street. He stated that with the buffers and the setbacks that his land is basically being taken away. He reported that he can’t use it or develop it, but he still has to pay taxes on it. Don stated that he is not opposing any changes and not trying to tell anyone how to vote, but he believes there are still a lot of questions to be answered. 

Rick responded to Don Payne’s concerns by stating that this number is the buffer zone, not the actual setback. Rick updated on the different zones and setbacks and the required testing. Rick also updated on the agreement between the town and the fisheries. 
Robin Feetham: Robin suggested adding the agreement to the ordinance as an exhibit or addendum. 

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing portion at 8:53 p.m.

Rick suggested making a reference to the agreement in the ordinance and thereby making it a part of the ordinance. 

David also stated that there is a certain amount of flexibility. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #631 with the reference to the agreement. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
2009 Budget: Andrea stated that no major changes were made to the budget since the last public hearing.

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 8:56 p.m.

Robin Feetham: Responding for cause.

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 8:57 p.m.
Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinance #632. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Participation: None
Old Business: Update on Low-Income Utility Rates: Andrea referred to the information provided in their packets. She suggested a workshop to go over all the information and to give her a chance to gather more information on this issue. It was the consensus of the Council to hold a workshop at 6 p.m. prior to the January 26, 2009 Council meeting. 
New Business: 2009 Salaries, Wages and Benefits: Andrea reported that this ordinance approves the 2009 salaries, wages and benefits as discussed at the salary workshop. 
Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinance #633. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Ordinance #634 – Amending CMC 2.06.010, Salary: Andrea reported that this is an amendment to the Concrete Municipal Code 2.06.010, allowing for an increase in the Mayor’s salary as discussed at the salary workshop. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance # 634. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Resolution 2008-15: Authorizing the Transfer of Funds from the Water Fund to the General Fund: Andrea reported that this is the resolution allowing for the transfer of surplus water funds to the General Fund. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution 2008-15. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Resolution 2008-16: Approving System Development Charge Waiver – Concrete Heritage Museum: Andrea reported that this resolution approves the waiver of system development charges for the Concrete Heritage Museum. She stated that the museum had turned in all the required paperwork associated with this application and resolution. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution 2008-16. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Elect Mayor Pro-Tem: Jack Mears nominated Jason Miller for Mayor Pro-tem. Mike Criner seconded the nomination. The nomination carried with Jason Miller abstained. 
Code Enforcement Officer Contract: Andrea reported that the next four agreements/contracts have not had any changes made except to the expiration dates; she stated that each of these will expire at the end of the year and the town would just be renewing these agreements/contracts for 2009.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the Code Enforcement Officer contract. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
EVVCT/Oasis Teen Shelter Lease Agreement: Mike Criner made a motion to approve the EVVCT/Oasis Teen Shelter Lease Agreement. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Eagle Towing Contract: Mike Criner made a motion to approve the Eagle Towing contract. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Upper Skagit Gardeners Lease Agreement: Mike Criner made a motion to approve the Upper Skagit Gardeners lease agreement. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike deferred to Airport Advocate Jack Mears. Jack reported that he has submitted the required reports to the WSDOT Aviation Division. He also updated on the sign that has been placed at the Airport regarding WSDOT Aviation funds received by the Town of Concrete. He also stated that he hopes to get a grant next year to repair the fence. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the next meeting will be held on January 12, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. 
Centennial Committee: Jason Miller: Jason reported on the final logo design. Discussion ensued regarding the Cascade Days buttons and the Centennial logo. He also reminded everyone about the Centennial survey.  
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated the Council on the mini--storage request for the zoning change. He reported that he has prepared the amendment and environmental review and this has been sent to Community Trade and Economic Development (CTED) for their required review. He also updated the Council on the Ashton Acres, Stoney Place and Landmark developments. He stated that the first two have been put on hold, but that Landmark is still proceeding and will hopefully be vested by the end of this year. He reported that the Planning Commission will appoint their officers at their next meeting and also will conduct a public hearing for the mini--storage request. Rick stated that he also will begin working on the comprehensive and capital facilities plan updates in January. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: No report. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan questioned the Council and Mayor on how to proceed with the alarm system at the new wastewater treatment plant. Mayor Wilson stated that he will call HDR on Tuesday. Alan also reported on the heating system at the new wastewater treatment plant. He reported on the company chosen to do the work and the dollar amount associated with the work. He also reported on the bids received for the upgrade of the lift station panels. He stated that the electrician will come out and look at the set-up. He also stated that the pricing includes a radio study, telemetry and start--up. He also updated the Council on the mandates from Department of Ecology. Jason Miller questioned the status of the Town Center sign panels. 
Alan also requested vacation carry--over for himself and Richard Philips. 

Alan also reported that Dale had trimmed some trees that he believed were on town property. Alan stated that they did not belong to the town. The Mayor stated to have Dale go back up there and plant new trees in the same location. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on a meeting that is scheduled for Wednesday at 2 p.m. with USDA (United Stated Department of Agriculture). He also reported on a parking issue at Eriksen Place. He also reported on a letter received from Jack Clifton, dated December 8, 2008. 
Announcements: None 
Executive Session: None  
 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 9:31 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 


Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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