Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
November 24, 2008
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Judd Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance.

 

Roll Call: Council members: Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.
Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann and Town Planner Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick and Don Payne. Budget Workshop sign-in sheet: Robin and Darla Feetham.
Special Presentations: 

Mayor Wilson called for a 20-minute executive session to discuss litigation issues regarding the wastewater treatment plant at 7:31 p.m. Mayor Wilson announced the extension of the executive session for an additional 10 minutes. Mayor Wilson reconvened the meeting at 8:02 p.m.
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that the contractor is waiting for his plumber before proceeding with the remodel work in the Sheriff’s office. Mayor Wilson also reported that he has not been able to contact the tribal police as discussed at the last Council meeting. Mike Criner reported on a conversation that took place at school. He stated that the school would like to thank the town for the construction of the Skate Park. Mike stated that he told them that the Skate Park was constructed by individuals and the thanks should go to them. He also stated that during this conversation a student referred to the Skate Park as a place for kids to hang out and do drugs. Mayor Wilson stated that he is hopeful that the citizen patrols will help to deter this behavior. Paula Mann reported on the progress of the block watch program. She stated that they will have another meeting in the next couple of weeks to discuss organization between the different neighborhoods. Jack Mears reported that Sharon Dillon had assured him that surveillance cameras would be installed and operating by the first of the year at the Concrete Senior Center.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: No Report 
Waste Management – Recycling Presentation: Elena Araujo with Waste Management updated the Council on the all-in-one recycling option. She stated that this type of recycling can decrease solid waste disposal by 40 to 50 percent. She discussed different options that the Council could choose from, such as curb side recycling, large bin or an on-call haul service. The on-call haul service would require a 20-yard bin to be placed where the community would have access to dispose of their recyclable items. Discussion ensued regarding the options and pricing. It was the consensus of the Council to move forward with the curbside pick-up option. Elena will put together a package for the different options and then proceed with amending the current franchise agreement.

Robin and Darla Feetham – Water, Wastewater Issues: Robin stated that he wanted to review with Council and staff his original request with regard to relief that could be granted for low-income rate payers. He would like to suggest some type of mechanism for low-income assistance. He stated that he believes that the economy will improve and that most of these low-income persons will not need assistance for very long. Jack Mears questioned how to determine who would qualify for this lower rate. Alan stated that if the town lowers that rate for low-income persons, that the difference has to come from somewhere. He stated that the town would either have to increase the non-low-income rate payers or use more of Advanced H2O’s revenue to pay for this. Robin stated that he is looking for a definite answer, whether it is yes, no or if the town needs to do further research on this topic. Discussion ensued regarding other agencies that offer this type of assistance. Mayor Wilson stated that the town will have to research this further and will hopefully have more answers at the next Council meeting on December 8, 2008.
Jason Miller reported on his draft article for Upriver Community News, regarding the reduction in the sewer rate that he had sent out for comments. He stated that he needs all comments back by the end of day Tuesday, November 25.

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: November 10, 2008

· Claims Warrants: #24775 - #24797
· Bars Number Correction Voucher

 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: 2009 Property Tax (Adopt Property Tax Resolution) - Andrea updated on the one percent increase in the property tax for 2009. She stated that this increase will raise the amount paid to the town between $3.00 and $6.00 a year per property.
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 8:41 p.m.

Robin Feetham: Responding for cause.

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 8:43 p.m.

Jack Mears made a motion to approve resolution #2008-14. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried with Tamera Glaser opposed.

2009 Budget: Andrea stated that no major changes were made to the budget since the budget workshops.

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 8:44 p.m.

Robin Feetham: Responding for cause.

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 8:45 p.m.

Public Participation: None
Old Business: None
New Business: Events Application – Christmas Parade: Gladys stated that this is going to be run the same as previous years. The parade will start at the PSE building and end at the Senior Center, where Santa will be. The event will take place on December 13.
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that lot #7 at the Concrete Airport is in the early stages of clean-up. He stated that the brush has been cut, the cars have been removed and the danger trees have been cut down. Mike stated that Jack Mears is working on a study for the airport that is required for all airports to submit. Jack stated that it will be tight for grant funding next year.
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the Committee’s main focus right now is the landscaping around the Town Center Sign. Nicolette Thornton is working on the design for this. He stated that they would like to get the panels hung first, replace the fence, then proceed with the landscaping. He also reported on an idea he is working on for possibly transforming Bear Square into a parking plaza. Alan stated that they have everything for the hanging of the vendor signs minus a few screws that he is going to purchase tomorrow.
Jason suggested having an agreement or contract for vendors who purchase space on the Town Center Sign. He stated that it should be stated that no refunds will be given. Jason suggested refunding Tim Cooley the money he paid for his sign, since the sign is not even in place yet. It was the consensus of the Council to refund Tim Cooley the fees he paid.
Centennial Committee: Jason Miller: Jason reported on the logo designs received from Paul Rider. He also reported that Paul had been present at the last committee meeting. He reported that the committee had some comments and suggestions that Paul is now incorporating into the logo. Jason reported that they hope to choose the final design for the logo at the next meeting on December 1, 2008. He also reported on the survey that is on the Chamber’s Web site and hard copies are also available at Town Hall for suggestions and ideas for the Centennial. 
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated the Council on the two public hearings that were held at the last Planning Commission meeting, one for the Critical Areas Regulations and one for the RV Park standards. He stated that the Planning Commission members are recommending adoption of the Critical Areas Regulation and had a few minor changes to the RV Park standards. Rick reported that both these public hearings will come before the Council at the December 8, 2008 meeting.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the October treasurer’s report was included in the Council packets.
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported that they are currently switching over from the lagoon to the new plant. He also reported on a new mandate by the Department of Health, which will go into effect in 2009. He stated that this will change the way the town counts connections. He also stated that the town needs to start working on getting a second source so that we may increase our allowed connections. He also reported that they lost one of the mixer motors at the wastewater treatment plant. He stated that Boss will be re-placing this.
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on the wastewater treatment plant meeting that was held at HDR’s office. He stated that he did find out that the town was the customer. He also updated the Council on the substantial completion date being November 18, 2008. He stated that Boss will complete its punch list items before the town accepts the plant. Mayor Wilson also reported on a meeting regarding the Public Safety Building, which was held last week. He stated that the current price for building this is around $250.00 to $275.00a square foot. Mayor Wilson apologized to Don Payne for being unable to make it to the meeting that they had scheduled. Don Payne had some questions regarding the old grade school. Tamera Glaser questioned the amount of firewood being removed from 10 Acres.
Announcements: Andrea questioned the December 22, meeting. Mike Criner made a motion to cancel the December 22 Council meeting. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Executive Session: An executive session was held at the beginning of the meeting. No further session was needed.  
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 9:10 p.m. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 



Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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