Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
October 27, 2008
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Judd Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Council members: Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.   

Staff Present: Town Attorney-David Day, Public Works Director-Alan Wilkins, Clerk/Treasurer-Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk-Paula Mann, Town Planner-Rick Cisar and Town Engineer-Jim Hobbs.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Carol Fabrick, Robin and Darla Feetham, George Theodoratus, Don Payne, Nicolette Thornton, Vallaree O’Leary and Rick Archuletta. Budget Workshop sign-in sheet: Doug Gates and Jack Shields.    
Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported on damage done to the quarter pipe at the Skate Park. He stated that the sides had been broken out and there had been reports that kids were smoking and doing drugs under it. Mayor Wilson stated that he telephoned Alan Wilkins and Alan got it fixed. Mayor Wilson also reported that he had spoken with the counselor at the grade school and she had stated that some kids were feeling pressured to smoke and do drugs and were afraid to go to the Skate Park. Mayor Wilson stated that he is hoping that the Neighborhood Watch will help discourage this type of behavior at the Skate Park. He also stated that he will contact Greg Adams and Wayne Dowhaniuk to discuss these issues. Discussion ensued on placing signs at the Skate Park stating that the facility closes at dusk. Mayor Wilson also reported that he is waiting for two more bids to come in on the sheriff’s office re-model project. He stated that after he receives the two bids, he will pick a contractor and move forward as agreed to by Council at the October 13 meeting. Marla Reed stated that the town has the same recurring problem: enforcement issues and how to solve them.
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief update on each project they are working on. He reported on the concrete work for the school sidewalk project and the need to meet historical regulations. He reported that the TIB (Transportation Improvement Board) application has been submitted for the Main Street sidewalk improvements. He also updated on the survey that will be completed on Eriksen Place for the removal of danger trees from the hillside. He stated that a topographic survey will take place in November for the water line work on Mill Avenue and East Main Street. He also reported on the work being completed on Franks Place and a new project called Ashton Acres, located on the Chamness property. 
Eric (Rick) Archuletta: Rick introduced himself to the Council as a Masters student at the Naval Station in Everett. He reported that is he currently working on his thesis on sustainable healthy communities. He would like to engage in discussions and questions regarding our town and the community with the Council, Mayor and staff. He stated that there are two requirements for his thesis: one, that he observes the community organizations and study an organization; two; to be involved in the community. He will work on this for the next year. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: October 13, 2008

· Claims Warrants: #24717 -#24739
· October Payroll Warrants
 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Mayor Wilson opened for discussion, the email received from Tamera Glaser stating that she will step down from her Council position at the end of 2008. Mayor Wilson requested permission to advertise for the coming vacancy. It was the consensus of Council to move forward with the advertising and to set up interviews for the first Council meeting in December. 

Public Hearings: 2009 Utility Rates and Fees: Mayor Wilson updated on the transferring of surplus funds and the three options before them for the proposed sewer rates. Discussion ensued regarding water line improvements and replacement, and the cost of these projects.  

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing for comment at 7:59 p.m.

Robin Feetham, private citizen, Town of Concrete: Robin stated he would like to see the rates go down. He also stated that he lived on Mill Avenue and that the water line improvements should have been completed 20 years ago, but it seems to work fine. He also stated that he was hoping to get further clarification from the town attorney on the other R.C.W. discussed at a previous meeting. He also stated that he believes something should be done with his low-income rate suggestions. Robin also stated that the $68.00 option looks good to him, but he would like to see more than $60,000 or $80,000 transferred, as discussed between Council, Mayor and staff. 
David Day updated the Council on the process for allowing this transfer of surplus monies. He stated that a resolution or ordinance would have to be done every year that would determine the amount of the surplus money to be transferred.  

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing for comment at 8:04 p.m. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Resolution 2008-11, using option 2 for the sewer rates. 

Discussion ensued within Council regarding the options before them for the proposed sewer rates. 

Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Jack Mears thanked Robin and Darla Feetham for the information that made it possible to lower the sewer rates. 
Public Participation: None
Old Business: Aloha Lumber Settlement Resolution #2008-12: David updated on the settlement between the town and Aloha Lumber. He stated that this resolution basically approves the settlement agreement, which simply splits the 40-acre parcel in half. He also stated that it allows for Aloha Lumber to connect to the Town’s water at the sole responsibility of Aloha Lumber, and that they meet all state, federal and local laws when doing so and obtain any required permits. David encouraged the Council to accept this resolution, approving the settlement. Discussion ensued regarding connections and septic systems too close to the town’s aquifer. Alan stated that he believes the town has the right of refusal if the connection is too close to the source. Robin Feetham updated the Council, staff and audience on what happened between the town and Aloha Lumber from the beginning. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2008-12. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
Ordinance #624 - Cedar Park Plat Amendment: Rick referred to his staff report and the updated maps. Rick updated on the decision and the order made by Superior Court to change the land clearing set-back from 50 feet to 20 feet. 

Jason Miller stated that he is recusing himself from anything regarding this matter. 

Mike Criner stated that the date in the Ordinance should be changed from October 23, 2008 to October 23, 2006 in the first “whereas” section. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinance #624. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried with Tamera Glaser opposed and Jason Miller recused.  

Ordinance #625 - Amending CMC 2.52.550, Holidays: Andrea updated the Council on the addition of Columbus Day to the holiday schedule. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Ordinance #625. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #626 - 2008 Budget Amendment: Andrea updated the Council on the budget amendment for the transferring of funds from the timber sales in the General Fund for the purchase of the computers, which comes out of various funds. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #626. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Planning Commission Application - Jean Johnson: Rick updated the Council on the application received from Jean Johnson. Mike questioned if she would be able to handle another committee. Jean stated that she is removing a lot of things from her schedule and is confident that she will have time. Discussion and questions ensued within the Council and the applicant. 
Jack Mears recommended appointment of Jean Johnson to the Planning Commission. The recommendation carried un-opposed. 

Mayor Wilson appointed Jean Johnson to the Planning Commission.
New Business: Airport Lot #27 Lease Transfer Request - Howie to Dunlap: David updated on the problems he sees with the current leases. David suggested revising certain sections referring to the term of lease. He stated that the interpretation of the lease needs to be clarified. Andrea updated on the request made by David and Signa Howie to transfer the lease to Gary Dunlap.   
Marla Reed made a motion to approve the transfer with the corrections to the leases. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with Jack Mears recused. 

Richard Johnson - Sewer Charge/Connection Reduction Request: Alan updated on the original building having three (3) services. He stated that the building was completely gutted about two (2) years ago. Richard is requesting a reduction in the amount of services being charged and that he would like it to be done retro-active so that his utility account reflects the reduction. 

David stated that the retro-active request would have to be done by resolution, but the Council could reduce the services being charged. David also stated that a lien was placed on this utility account back in the summer, so that may also cause some issues with the retro-active request. 

Jack Mears made a motion to change it to one commercial service. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

David will look into the retro-active request. 

Discussion ensued regarding the second request made by Richard Johnson to allow him to move forward with his land use permitting, despite the utility account. Alan stated that it is in the code to deny land use permits or any other permits when utility bills are delinquent. 

Mike Criner made a motion to deny the second request until David researches the retro-active request. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jack Mears and Tamera Glaser opposed. 

Airport Lot #39 Lease Assignment - Steve Bolan: Andrea updated on the availability of lot #39, made when two of the new leaseholders never paid for their leases and they were then made available to the people on the waiting list. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the lease. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jack Mears recused. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike reported that the striping was completed today and that the Airport camera is fixed and re-installed. Jack discussed his interview on the news regarding the plane crash that took place last week.    
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the Parks Committee had met earlier this evening and discussed landscaping around the Town Center Sign, the Silos and the Silo Park sign. Jason also reported on the equipment needed to stabilize and hang the vendor signs. Jason also gave an update on the map/brochure idea for businesses located outside of the Town Center (and not on Main Street) to be placed in a small area in the front of the Town Center sign. He also stated that the Town Center sign will need to be oiled at least twice a year for the first 2 to 3 years. Jason also stated that he will apply for a grant for the horseshoe pits again. Tamera commented on how nice the bench and the gazebo look at the Garden Club Park.  
Centennial Committee: Jason Miller: Jason updated the Council on the survey posted on the Concrete Chamber of Commerce Web site, asking for ideas, donations and volunteers. Paper versions of the survey will be available at Town Hall. He stated that the event will take place on Saturday, May 9, 2009.  
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick reported on the Critical Areas public hearing scheduled at the Planning Commission level for Nov. 18, 2008, and then for Council level in December. He stated that he also is working on the RV Standards for the commercial/light industrial zoning section. He also updated the Council on the Richard Johnson, Ashton Acres and Landmark projects. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: No report 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported that things are pretty much the same at the wastewater treatment plant. He updated the Council on the current issues and the issues regarding the warranties. He also reported that the town is scheduling a meeting with Boss, HDR, the funding agencies, and JTS to get everyone back on the same page. He also updated the Council on the testing that needs to be completed. He will get these done. Everything else is going well.  
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on the proposed meeting regarding the wastewater treatment plant. He also updated on the issues that JTS will handle for the town. He also reported on the two bids he is waiting on for the Sheriff’s office remodel, and he will hopefully award the job soon. He also discussed the phone conversation that he had with Lynn Mills regarding the property for the proposed RV Park. 
Announcements: The letter has been sent to Dennis Harkless regarding lot #7 at the Airport. Discussion ensued regarding the draft letter to Jack Clifton. It was the consensus of the Council to send this letter out. 
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 9:32 p.m. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 



Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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