Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
September 22, 2008
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Judd Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Council members -- Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.  
Tamera Glaser made a motion to excuse Mike Criner due to illness. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney --David Day, Public Works Director --Alan Wilkins, Clerk/Treasurer --Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk --Paula Mann, Town Planner --Rick

Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Robin and Darla Feetham, Evalyn Goeringer, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Judie Legg, Brock Tenney. Budget Workshop sign--in sheet - Valerie Stafford, Don Payne, Doug Gates, George Theodoratus and Ben Orlove.   
Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the bids received for the construction of the Sheriff’s office. Alan stated that he thought that the Sheriff’s had agreed to pay for the carpet installation. Discussion ensued regarding a reasonable estimate on the completion of the Sheriff’s office and who will complete the work. Alan stated that he and Rich had been very busy at the wastewater treatment plant, but now that they are in start-up they will get the Sheriff’s office completed. Mayor Wilson also updated the Council on a meeting he’d had with the Courier Times and an article that was published regarding the town’s current issues with the Sheriff and the possibility of the town looking into hiring a Town Marshall. Mayor Wilson stated that Jack Mears spoke with Sharon Dillon regarding the installation of surveillance cameras at the Concrete Senior Center. He stated that Sharon reported that she will make sure cameras are installed. Mayor Wilson also reported that he is still looking into getting a turn lane constructed in front of Albert’s. Marla Reed questioned if the speed limit could be dropped to 35 from 50 on that section of the highway. Discussion ensued regarding this issue. The Mayor reported that he spoke with an employee at the Department of Transportation regarding this issue a few months ago and he will contact him again.  
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: No Report
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: September 8, 2008

· Claims Warrants: #24655 - #24669
· Void Warrant #24618

 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: Town of Concrete Engineering and Design Standards: Rick gave a brief staff report regarding the engineering and design standards. He reported on the previous drafts and the changes made by the engineer. These changes were made on the recommendations made by staff, Council and Planning Commission, and incorporated into the final draft. He stated that he mailed copies to the appropriate agencies and no comments were received. He also stated that he sent out the SEPA check list, which also did not receive any comments or appeals. Rick stated that the document has been through the appropriate review process. Discussion ensued within staff and Council on some of the changes made to the document. 
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing for comment at 7:56 p.m.
George Theodoratus, -- 37921 SR 20 Concrete:-- George had a few questions regarding development that has already begun, if it would have to adhere to these regulations. He also stated that he thought the document should be more flexible. He discussed issues he’s seen with curb and gutters and he also commented on the sediment and stability control regulations. He also expressed concern regarding construction entrances. 

Discussion ensued within Council and staff on the process for variations from these standards. 

Don Payne, -- Main Street Concrete: -- Don referred to different inspections,  stating that these fees are to be paid by the developer. He believes that these fees should be included in the initial permit fee. 
Rick commented on the different inspections and what these fees refer to. 

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 8:13 p.m.

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the document as provided. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried with Tamera Glaser opposed. 
Public Participation: Richard Cassella - Car Tow: Richard Cassella stated that he lives at the Mount Baker Hotel and has an issue with the parking. He reported that the owner of the hotel told him that the people that lived there were allowed to use the Bear Square parking lot for parking their personal vehicles. He stated that he believes his car was towed without proper notice. He requested making an arrangement between the Town and the tenants of the Mount Baker Hotel so they may use the parking lot. Discussion ensued within staff and Council as to when the notices were placed on the cars notifying the owners that there cars will be towed if not moved. It was also suggested to possibly make it so that they could use the parking lot, but limit it to one space per unit. Marla stated that the actual owner of the Mount Baker Hotel should come to the Town and request arrangements be made. 
Don Payne stated that parking was not an issue for years in town, but he believes that a lot of the Main Street business owners are starting to abuse the parking on Main Street. 

Robin & Darla Feetham - Water/Wastewater Treatment Plant Fees/Process: Robin provided handouts that detailed the items that he would discuss. He reviewed each question with the Council, Mayor and Town Attorney. He referred to many different R.C.W.s in reference to some of his questions. He stated that he believed the Town could use the revenue from their water sales to Advanced H2O to help pay for the sewer debt from the construction of the wastewater treatment plant. He reported that one R.C.W. states that once the water leaves the actual water system it becomes, by definition either stormwater run off or wastewater. Robin discussed many ideas with Council and Staff for possible rate relief for the town residents. Robin also questioned the new ordinance that was passed by Council regarding a waiver for system development fees for low--income and non-profit persons. He suggested making this available for the utility rates as well. He also suggested having a public workshop to hear possible rate relief ideas. Robin stated that he believes the Town chose the right wastewater treatment plant system, but he would like to see the debt paid. Discussion ensued within staff and Council on the possibility of using Advanced H2O’s revenue dollars to help lower sewer rates. The Mayor stated that he would be all for it, after the Town attorney looks into it and gives his recommendation. David stated that he will look into it and report back to Council at the October 13th meeting.
Marla Reed made a motion for recess at 9:20 p.m. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
The Mayor reconvened the meeting at 9:26 p.m. 

Old Business: None
New Business: Ordinance #618 - 2008 Salary Amendment: Andrea updated the Council on the original budgeted amount for the planner position and the proposed amendment. Discussion ensued within Council regarding the increase. 
Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinance #618. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance #619 - 2008 Budget Amendment - Sewer/Airport: Andrea updated the Council on the need for the budget amendment. She explained that it was mainly in reference to grants received and expended that were not originally budgeted for. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinance #619. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Events Application - Town Center Sign Event:  Judd updated the Council on the discussion he’d had with Steve Backus regarding the cedar logs. Discussion ensued regarding digging the holes and other things to have ready when the event starts. 
Marla Reed made a motion to approve the events application. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Events Application - Ghost Walk: Jason Miller made a motion to approve the events application. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Planning Commission Application - Brock Tenney/Jean Johnson: Rick reported that Jean was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. He will have them both attend the next meeting so that the Council has a chance to interview each applicant prior to choosing one for appointment to the Planning Commission. 
· David updated Council on the small claims lawsuit filed by Dennis Skyles against the Town regarding his current sewer bill. David suggested foreclosing on the lien already in place and removing the issue from small claims court into superior court. David stated that lawyers are not allowed to preside in small claims court. 

Marla Reed made a motion to table this issue until the October 13, meeting. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

David also gave a brief update on the Aloha case boundary line adjustment. He reported that this item should be finalized by the end of the year. 

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Jack Mears reported that the camera link is up and running and it can be accessed by going to the Department of Transportation Web site. He also reported on the blacktop repairs and the striping work on the runway.  
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason gave a brief update on the Parks projects in town. He also stated that the next Parks meeting will be at 6 p.m. on October 27.  
Town Center Sign: Jason Miller: Discussion ensued regarding the size and spacing of the holes to be dug for the sign. Jason stated that once Alan has the holes dug, we will need to contact Steve. Jason reported that the concrete should be poured by October 4, so that it has enough time to cure before installing the sign. He also reported that Steve would need a backhoe on-site for the installation of the sign, when the carving is complete. 

Andrea reported that she will add the Centennial Committee to the next agenda.   
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated the Council on the draft critical areas ordinance, which will have to be adopted before year’s end. He also reported on a pre-application received for the development of the Chamness property. Rick also reported that he is working with Richard Johnson’s engineer on the development of his property on Main Street.  
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported on the increase on the computer replacement quote. She reported that the original quote did not have the installation and travel time cost included. She reported that this would be about a $3,000 increase. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with the computer replacement and installation. Andrea or Rick will call Kim Kleppe to schedule a time for the installation. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan updated the Council on the progress at the wastewater treatment plant. He stated that they are now into the 30--day testing phase. Alan presented a small test to show the difference in the wastewater treatment process from the lagoon to the new plant. This test showed the difference in effluent quality between the current lagoon system the new plant.  
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the meeting he’d had with the Commissioners regarding the public safety building. He also reported on a couple of mishaps during some of the tree cutting. He also reported that the clean--up at the old grade school had begun. It was stated by Council that the letter to Jack Clifton, discussed at the last meeting should still be sent out. Mayor Wilson also reported on some other danger trees in town that still need to be removed. 
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 9:59 p.m. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 



Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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