Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
September 8, 2008
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Judd Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Council members -- Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.  
Mike Criner made a motion to excuse Jack Mears for family reasons. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Staff Present: Town Attorney --David Day, Public Works Director --Alan Wilkins, Clerk/Treasurer -- Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk  -- Paula Mann, Town Planner -- Rick Cisar.
 

Audience Members Signed In: Doug Gates, Don Payne, Carol Fabrick, Evalyn Goeringer, Brock Tenney, Judie Legg and George Theodoratus.  
Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on possible bids to finish the construction in the Sheriff’s office. He also updated that one of the bidders, who was interested, will not be able to place a bid due to a conflict of interest. The Mayor also reported that the Whatcom County and Snohomish County Sheriff’s would be filling in for the Skagit County Sheriffs on Tuesday, September 9, during the memorial service for Skagit County Deputy Anne Jackson.  
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: No Report
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: August 25, 2008

· Claims Warrants: #24623 - #24654
 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation: None
Old Business: EVCCT/Oasis Teen Shelter Agreement - Andrea updated the Council on the changes she made to the agreement. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the agreement. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Planning Commission Application - Judie Legg: Rick updated the Council on the application from Judie Legg to fill the vacant position made when Robert Dileo resigned. Rick introduced Judie to the Council. Jason questioned Judie on her application. Referring to her application, he asked her how she would better the community. Judie stated that she would first like to see the playground area improved. She stated that she was the first woman in Washington State to be a Scout Master. She was involved in the Boy Scouts for more than 25 years. Jason asked from a Planning Commission standpoint, what she envisions her role to be. She stated that too many businesses in town are going out of business or are vacant. She would like to see this situation improved. She also reported on a business that she had looked into buying and her issues related to that purchase. Judie discussed many different ideas that she has envisioned for the town. She also reported that she would like to see the Lonestar building restored. She reported that she has lived in the area around 12 years and was involved with the Cascade Days Committee this past year. She also stated that she wants to make this community better for her family and other families in the community. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the application. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Wilson appointed Judie Legg to fill the vacant position on the Planning Commission. 

Old Grade School Clean Up: David Day updated the Council on the building being owned by a corporation. He stated that the corporation is in good standing, making it difficult to get at the actual owner of the corporation. David reported that he will look into the federal and state laws regarding toxic waste clean-up. He stated that he does not recommend granting Jack Clifton an extension. He also stated that toxic waste litigation would not be pleasant and would be very expensive. Audience member Philip Johnson questioned whether the owner of the building, also owned part of the parking lot located near the property. It was stated that he did own a portion of this parking lot. Philip also questioned whether a letter had been sent responding to the owner’s letter requesting an extension. Philip stated that he believed a response letter, should have been sent within three days of the extension request from the owner. Jason stated that it could not be done that way. He stated that this is a town, a government entity and there is a process that has to be followed. Jason suggested that the town have David write a letter to the owner as discussed at the August 25 meeting. Discussion ensued regarding the fees to be assessed. David stated that the charge, as stated in the town’s code, is $100 per day. David also stated that the letter should state clearly, what the town’s position is. It was the consensus of the Council to get this letter written and sent out before the next Council meeting. 
New Business: Proclamation - United Way Campaign: Andrea updated the Council on the proclamation. She stated that the letter the Mayor received regarding this proclamation was included in their packets. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the proclamation. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: No Report 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason gave a brief update on the Bear Square landscaping and requested an update on the gazebo project. Mayor reported that he needs to contact Brain Hockett and that he (the Mayor) also, needs to schedule a time to pour the slab. Brian Hockett will need to be involved in the slab-pouring phase. 
Town Center Sign: Jason Miller: Jason stated that Val Stafford had e-mailed and gone door--to--door at each business in town, informing them that a place for their business name(s) on the panels for the Town Center Sign is available for purchase. He stated that the deadline to receive payment for these is September 12, 2008. He needs to have the info submitted to Sign Pro by September 17, 2008. Discussion ensued regarding the pouring of cement and the actual setting and placement of the sign.  
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick, referring to the staff report included in their packets, reminded Council of the public hearing for the adoption of the engineering standards, which will be held on September 22, 2008. He updated the Council on the resignation of Tim Cooley from the Planning Commission. He stated that Andrea has already advertised for the open position. He also reported on the updated parcel maps that were completed and hanging in Town Hall. He and Andrea also updated the Council on the salary amendment that will be needed before the end of the year. Rick stated that originally, he was not going to retire from his other job until June, but he retired early and has been working more hours than originally budgeted for. Andrea stated she would have the amendment for them at the next Council meeting.   
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that she would bring, along with the salary amendment, a couple of budget amendments to the September 22 Council meeting, one for Airport and one for Sewer. Both of these additional amendments are necessary because of grants received this year, which were not included in the original budget. She also reported that she will schedule a public hearing for the closeout of the Community, Trade and Economic Development wastewater treatment plant grants and float loans as required by the agency. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan updated the Council on the start-up at the wastewater treatment plant. He stated that they should start it up on Tuesday, September 9, and then hopefully by Wednesday or Thursday they would seed the plant. Alan also updated the Council on the water sample results received and the letters that were mailed with regard to the samples. He stated that the last eight samples have come back OK. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported that he, Rich Philips and Dan Heidal will have a separate meeting with each County Commissioner on Thursday, September 11, to discuss funding possibilities for a new public safety building. Mayor Wilson commented to Jason that the parks are looking good. Mayor Wilson also reported on the danger tree removal from Hillside Alley and at the Bear Square parking lot. He also stated that the next danger tree removal projects are at Eriksen Place and in east Concrete. He also reported that they would be removing trees from behind the old grade school and from behind the ambulance garage. Tamera commented that she would like to see a better clean--up job after the tree removal. She stated that she had heard complaints regarding poor clean-up efforts. Mayor Wilson gave a brief update on the logging project at 10 Acres, which is currently on hold while the logger handles another job in Darrington.
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment at 8:23 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 



Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
September 8, 2008
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