Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
August 25, 2008
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Judd Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Council members -- Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.  
Staff Present: Town Attorney --David Day, Public Works Director --Alan Wilkins, Clerk/Treasurer -- Andrea Fichter, Town Planner -- Rick Cisar, Town Engineer -- Jim Hobbs. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Don Payne, Doug Gates, Evalyn Goeringer, Carol Fabrick, Camille Danon, and Amber Wilson. 
Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reviewed the letter received from Skagit County Sheriff Rick Grimstead, requesting a member of the Council or the Mayor to participate on the Law and Justice Council’s board. The Mayor will contact Gary Shand to find out more information on when they meet and how often. 

Jack Mears reported that the Senior Center was broke into again. He stated that he had spoke with Sharon Dillon regarding possible security camera installation. He reported that Ms. Dillon stated she would look into it. Jack reported that he supported contracting with the Sheriff in the beginning and now he is starting to lean more toward re-instating the town’s own police force. He reported on an incident that occurred on Sunday night after Cascade Days when three of the sani-cans were vandalized. He stated that we need more law enforcement presence in town. Marla Reed suggested getting the Sheriff’s room finished, getting the Sheriff is set up in there, and maybe that would increase the police presence. Jack suggested looking into what it would take to employ a town marshal. Tamera Glaser reported on an incident where she had called 911 and that she was very unhappy with the response received from the Sheriff who responded to the call. Discussion ensued regarding what to do about the increasing problems in town. It was the consensus of the Council to get quotes from different contractors and get the Sheriff’s office finished. 

Mike Criner made a motion to hire a contractor to finish the work in the Sheriff’s office. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

The Mayor questioned the Council, concerning what to do next, if the issue of lack of police presence does not improve after they are in the office. Discussion ensued within staff and Council, with regard to the Sheriff’s contract and what options are available. It was the consensus of the Council to wait and see what happens after the office is finished.     
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim updated the Council on the finalization of the TIB grant application for the construction of the Main Street sidewalks. He also gave a brief update on the options for the concrete retaining walls for the school sidewalk project. He also informed the Council that he would be working with Alan on the infiltration design on Shields Court. He also reported that the he spoke with the surveyor regarding the danger tree removal on Hillside Alley and Eriksen Place. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: August 11, 2008

· Claims Warrants: #24608 - #24622
 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation: None
Old Business: EVCCT/Oasis Teen Shelter Agreement - Presentation: Camille Danon with the YMCA and the Oasis Teen Shelter updated the Council on the teen shelter in Mount Vernon and their hopes for the use of the office space currently leased to East Valley Community Care Team. She stated that they would like to use the office as a resource--type center for homeless youth in our area. She reported that the current shelter, located in Mount Vernon, is usually closed during the day, but offers a place for homeless youth to sleep, eat, and bathe. They also offer clothing to those youths who need it. She reported that the program has been around for about 10 years. She reported on a federal grant received for this program, which will help them provide more resources for these youth. She stated that they are hoping to reach homeless youth in our area with the use of the office space and counseling, to help these youth set up a life plan. She stated that this office would not be used to house youth; if they need housing, they will be transported to Mount Vernon. Questions and answers ensued within the Council and the presenter, concerning the resources offered, and the process of the help provided. Discussion ensued within Council concerning the agreement for the lease of the office space. It was suggested to make changes to the agreement to include the Oasis Teen Shelter and to limit the number of people/youths allowed in the building at one time to ensure that it would not be used as a hangout and more of a one--on--one resource center. 
Amber Wilson gave a brief presentation on the Safe Place program, which is soon to be implemented in Skagit County. She explained the process and what the program offers. She discussed different places that have been approached, asking them to be designated as a “safe place.”  She explained the sign that would be placed at these locations making youth aware that it was a “safe place.” She reported that Washington would be the 41st state to take part in this program. She stated that one of the benefits of this program is that it is a national program, making it accessible for teens and youths all over the country. She stated that at this time the only city in Washington offering this program is Spokane. Tamera Glaser questioned on how the youths would know what the sign actually meant. Amber stated that they would offer several outreach presentations and education prior to the launch of this program. 
Marla Reed made a motion to table the issue until the changes are made to the agreement. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
D & D Selective Logging Agreement: David reviewed the development of the agreement with the Council. Marla questioned if the Concrete Fire Department had received any of the unmerchantable firewood. Mayor Wilson stated that the fire department had received some of the firewood. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the agreement. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
New Business: Events Application - Circus: Discussion ensued regarding the event. Andrea stated that the date had been changed to Thursday, August 28, 2008. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application. Jason Miller and Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Reichhardt & Ebe Task Order C and Task Order D: Tamera Glaser stated that this is a lot of money. Jim updated the Council on the charges and the design process. He did say these are not to exceed amounts and he hopes to not actually reach these amounts. He stated that he would try to be as cost--efficient as possible. Discussion ensued concerning the actual construction costs and issues that need to be dealt with. Jack Mears questioned what other areas in town would need waterlines replaced. Jim stated that he would look into possible grants for the waterlines and report back to the town. He will strive to keep costs low to save money for the actual construction. He stated that they should have the design done in about 6 weeks. 
Marla Reed made a motion to approve both task orders. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Jack Mears stated that he would like to go back to old business to discuss the old grade school. Discussion ensued with regard, to the extension request made by Jack Clifton for the clean up. Council had questions regarding what to do if he does not comply. David Day reviewed the abatement process with the Council. He stated that the towns’ options would be to do nothing at this point, start enforcing compliance immediately, or to do the clean--up itself. He suggested recommending sternly that he comply with the order. Jason suggested a deadline with fines stacked. He suggested giving him a certain date to comply by and fining him so much a day in fines starting now. If he does not comply by the deadline date, then he would have to pay all the fines accrued to that point, but if he complies within the date than no fines would be assessed. David will investigate this issue further and have something definite by the September 8, 2008 meeting. 

Concrete Centennial Celebration: Andrea reminded the Council of the towns’ upcoming centennial. She suggested getting in contact with the Chamber of Commerce and forming some kind of committee to plan the centennial. It was the consensus of the Council to contact the Chamber and bring more information to the September 8, 2008 Council meeting. 
Add On: Metro NW Agreement: Andrea updated the Council on the agreement with Metro NW for the work at the Airport. Jack Mears stated that the work is not completed. He also stated that this is the only company that does this kind of work and they are on our small works roster. It was the consensus of the Council to sign the agreement but not to pay the bill until the work is complete. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike updated the Council on the blacktop repairs that will be paid by the Department of Transportation. He stated that the Town would not have to pay for the repairs. He also reported that the camera link is up and running, and should be on the Department of Transportation Web site soon. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that they held a parks meeting this evening. He reported that they are hoping to get the bear at Bear Square fixed and the landscaping completed soon. He plans to get the dirt sometime this week and will probably have the rockwork completed this Sunday. Tamera requested an update on the gazebo Eagle Scout project and Brain Hockett’s involvement in it. Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the project. 
Town Center Sign: Jason Miller: Jason reviewed with the Council the proof and pricing that he received for the panels on the Town Center Sign. He stated that he would pass along the information to the businesses in town, notifying them of the availability and the pricing. Discussion ensued concerning the pricing, the lettering, and maintenance and repair thereof. 
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated the Council on the resignation of Robert DiLeo from the Planning Commission and the one application received for the vacancy from Judie Legg. The Council requested that Judie attend the September 8, Council meeting to address questions from the Council before appointing her to the Planning Commission. Rick also updated the Council on the mapping being completed and the update to the large parcel map. He also reported on the critical areas ordinance update and the adoption of the engineering standards. He also updated the Council on some new development regulations that will be in effect soon. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter: Andrea reported that the July treasurer’s report was included in their packets. She also requested permission for the town to become a Chamber member. It was the consensus of the Council to join the Chamber.  
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan updated the Council on the problems with the start-up and all the glitches that are coming up. He reviewed all the issues that need to be completed. He also stated that hopefully they would seed the plant by next Tuesday, September 2. He also reported on pricing for flow meters that are needed. He also updated the Council on the lift station upgrade and that he and the Mayor had chosen Paco, who submitted the lowest quote for the upgrade. Discussion ensued regarding the alarm system that has yet to be installed. Mayor Wilson stated that he would contact the engineer about this matter. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson commented that the wastewater treatment plant dedication went well. He also reported that Jack Hoover was appreciative. 
Announcements: Jack Mears announced that he would not be at the next meeting. 
David updated the Council on the 3-hour meeting that took place at his office with JTS Management Services last Thursday. David stated that it appears that some of the change orders were legitimate due to unforeseen circumstances, but it also seems that some of the change orders were not. David discussed and reviewed with Council the discussion that was held with JTS concerning construction defects and design defects. He also stated that JTS has not completed its entire report and when it does, he will discuss this further. He also announced that JTS would like to be our advocate from here on. David stated they would be a great advocate. He stated that they had given us very helpful and useful information so far, and he should have more information from them within a month or so. 

Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 9:55 p.m. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 



Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
August 25, 2008
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