Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
July 28, 2008
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Judd Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Council members Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser and Marla Reed.
Jack Mears made a motion to excuse Mike Criner. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Jason Miller called in at 7:35 p.m. with a family emergency. Marla Reed made a motion to excuse Jason Miller. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Staff Present: Town Attorney -- David Day, Public Works Director -- Alan Wilkins, Clerk/Treasurer -- Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk -- Paula Mann and Town Engineer -- Jim Hobbs. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Doug Gates, Evalyn Goeringer, Allen and Carol Fabrick, and Don Payne.   
Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Council member Marla Reed questioned where the sheriff deputies have been. Discussion ensued regarding the lack of presence by the sheriff’s in town recently. Mayor Wilson reported on a phone call he received from a resident in town, where she stated that the Sheriff’s department told her that the reason they were not present was that they are only in town eighty hours a week. The Mayor stated he would call either Greg Adams or Rick Grimstead to discuss these issues. 
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: Jim gave a brief update on the two sidewalk projects in town. He also reported on a preliminary plan for the catch basin on Shields Court that he and Alan have been working on. The Mayor requested help from Jim on a feasibility study for building an RV park in town. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: June 14, 2008

· Claims Warrants: #24496- #24512
· July Payroll Warrants: #2124 - #2132
 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation - None
Old Business: Town Center Sign:  Discussion ensued regarding the design of the sign and George Theodoratus possibly donating different logs. Discussion took place about the use of the saw blade or the Thompson Bridge for the “Welcome to Concrete” centerpiece of the sign. It was the consensus of the Council and the public to go with the bridge for the centerpiece. More discussion took place regarding the design. 

Marla Reed made a motion to approve the design as discussed. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

-Jack Mears questioned the tree removal on Hillside Alley. Mayor Wilson stated that they would be taken care of. 
Silo Feasibility Study - Vallaree O’Leary: Vallaree reported that she will have to put the study and the work on hold for now because of medical reasons, but she still wants to proceed later. 

Vallaree also had a question regarding what type of wastewater system the Town has. She stated that in the next three years there would be a new mandate out that will require people to pump their septic tanks more often. She wanted to know why the septic companies could not use the town’s system to dump instead of driving down-river to empty when they are already up here. Alan reported that type of sludge is very hard on a system and that cities like Burlington and Sedro-Woolley have larger facilities that can handle that kind of impact. That is why the septic companies empty their trucks there. She expressed her concern for the low-income residents in town. She was hoping that something like this could be an option for a revenue source for the town, in the hopes of lowering the sewer bills. 

She questioned what would happen if the town defaulted on its loans because of the difficulty of the payments on low-income residents in town. Discussion ensued between the Council and Vallaree regarding the amount of the sewer bills. She discussed different ways that companies and places address similar situations with personal assessments and was wondering if this would be something the town could do. She inquired if there has been help provided to low-income residents from the Federal Government. She stated that she would like to know how the major metropolitan areas subsidize their low-income residents. 

She continued to question why the septic sludge would be too much for our system. Alan explained the way the town’s system works and the impact that “hot sludge” would have on the system. 
Marla Reed made a motion for a five--minute break at 8:22 p.m. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Wilson reconvened the meeting at 8:28 p.m.

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Airport advocate Jack Mears reported on the success of the Fly-In over the weekend. He also stated that the moss removal work has begun. He reported on an e-mail received, granting permission to dig the posthole for the installation of the camera for the pilot’s lounge. 
Parks: Jason Miller: No report.
Town Center Sign: Jason Miller: Nothing further.
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Andrea reported that Rick would return to work on August 12, 2008.   
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter:  Andrea updated the Council on the three week Single Federal Audit that began today. 
Public Works: Alan Wilkins: Alan reported that they hope to begin start-up of the wastewater treatment plant on August 12, 2008. He also reported that the NPDS permit for operating the wastewater treatment plant- calls for a plan for the decommissioning of the lagoon to be submitted by December 31, 2008. Alan discussed the possibility of Jim Hobbs being able to help with this item. Alan also updated the Council on the lift station upgrade that will be tied into the current wastewater treatment plant project. He will bring hard figures back to the Council once he has received them. He also updated on the current situation with the old-grade school. He stated that a reminder letter had been sent to Jack Clifton on the timeline that needs to be met for the clean--up from the fire. He reported that recently Jack Clifton had taken things back over from his grandson Ted. After receiving the letter, Ted called Alan and stated that they hope to be on-site by the end of the week. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson reported on property owned by Glacier Northwest (Lonestar) that he is hoping will work for the location of the RV Park discussed at the last Council meeting. Discussion ensued regarding competing with private industry in town and the need for an RV park. Mayor Wilson also reported on a conversation he’d had with ex-Mayor Billman regarding the Lonestar building. He stated that he would schedule a meeting with himself, ex-Mayor Billman and Valarie Stafford, president of the Concrete Chamber of Commerce to discuss plans for the Lonestar building.  
Announcements: Town Attorney David Day updated the Council on the current issues with the Aloha Lumber case. He reported on items that he has discussed with the attorney for Aloha Lumber. He reported that they possibly want to develop the area, which would require a boundary line adjustment. In addition, they also want to hook-up to the town’s water system. David stated that he told them they would have to go through Skagit County for their boundary line adjustment because the area is outside of town limits. David also discussed the possibility of them wanting to drill a well instead of connecting to the towns’ water. Alan stated that he believes that the town has right of refusal on any well being drilled too close to the town’s spring. David stated that the case was supposed to go to trial last week, but has been put on hold while these issues are addressed.
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: Jack Mears made a motion for adjournment at 8:49 p.m. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 



Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
June 9, 2008
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