Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
June 9, 2008
 
7:30 p.m. Mayor Judd Wilson called the meeting to order. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Council members Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.
 
Staff Present: Town Attorney --David Day, Public Works Director --Alan Wilkins, Clerk/Treasurer -- Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk -- Paula Mann and Town Planner -- Rick Cisar. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Shelle Timmer, Valerie Stafford, Rose Weaver, Doug Gates, Evalyn Goeringer, Allen and Carol Fabrick, Don Payne and George Theodoratus. 
Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on a meeting he had with the 911 Director, Dave Cooper. Mayor Wilson reported that he had spoken with Dave regarding complaints that he had received in relation to the 911 operators. Dave had brought up 911 calls for the mayor to hear. He reported that he did not hear any rudeness coming from the operators. He also reported that he has been very busy and has not had a chance to work on the Sheriff’s office lately. 
Mayor Wilson also updated the Council on a meeting at H.D.R.’s office with regards to the WWTP. The Mayor stated that from that date he had given Boss five weeks to be ready to schedule the startup of the WWTP. He stated that he believed that things were starting to move forward. Mayor Wilson stated that he had spoken with Tim Hart at Boss and that he was taking over for Al Timmer.   
Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering - Jim Hobbs: No Report
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: May 27, 2008

· Claims Warrants: #24465 - #24495
 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation - Just As I Am Early Learning Center: Rose Weaver updated the Council on their proposed plan for the building of a childcare facility on the southwest corner of Cedar Street and North Superior. She stated that limited space is their main challenge with the building they currently lease from the school district. They have been working with different lenders to acquire funding to build their own building. She discussed the enrollment capacity and the need for more space. She also stated that they are waiting for approval of their non-profit status. 
Shelle Timmer also updated the Council on the plan for the childcare facility. She stated that they are working very hard to make sure that this facility will not be an eye-sore in the neighborhood. She reported that since their opening more than a year ago, they have employed around fifteen different town residents. She stated that they receive state subsidies for food and supplies, which they spend locally. They are committed to the children and to the community. She reported that with the new building, their capacity would increase to fifty-eight children. She also updated the Council on the education and the care provided at their facility. Discussion ensued within the Council and the presenters, regarding what the facility will offer the community.  
Old Business: David updated the Council on the ordinance for the low-income/non-profit system development fees. He will have something ready for the June 23 meeting. He is also working on the contract with Advance H2O. 
New Business: Elect Mayor Pro-Tem:  Jack Mears nominated Jason Miller. Marla Reed seconded the nomination. Jason Miller nominated Mike Criner; there was no second to the nomination. With no one opposed, the nomination for Jason Miller as Mayor Pro-tem carried.  
Events Application - Cement City Street Fair: Valarie Stafford updated the Council on the events application. She stated that this event is co-sponsored by United General Hospital, which would offer free health screenings during the event. Discussion ensued among staff and the applicant in reference to sani-cans and blocking off the street. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the events application.  Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Town Center Sign -- Steve Backus Bid: Rick updated the council on the re-advertising of the request for bids on the Town Center Sign. He reported that the Town had received one bid from a chainsaw carver named Steve Backus with a bid of $18,000. Rick stated that Steve would like to set this up as a four-day event and have the sign carved and placed in that time. He would like to schedule this for sometime in October. Rick stated that he had also spoken with Patsy at the Port regarding the grant and she had stated that as long as the grant money is used to fund the building of the sign then it was fine. It is still going to promote tourism. A workshop between the Council, the Planning Commission, the Chamber of Commerce and Steve Backus will take place on July 14 to set the final design of the sign. Jason will get new pricing information on the panels that will be available for purchase by the Town businesses, for placement on the Town Center Sign. Discussion ensued on the possibility of adding a repair and maintenance line item to the 2009 budget for the Town Center Sign. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the bid with modifications to the payment schedule, to instruct staff to prepare a professional services agreement and to allow the Mayor to sign the agreement once prepared. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike updated the Council on the RC Fly-in that will be taking place in July. He also reported that the pavement company is waiting for the letter of intent before they can begin scheduling. Jack Mears, airport advocate reported that he had spoken with Jeff at WSDOT Aviation and had gotten him a schedule. He reported that construction should begin around August 4 and the airport will remain closed for at least 3 days. He reported that if the weather is good, they will paint the outside and parts of the inside of the pilot’s lounge on June 21. The Mayor reported that he found out who owns the trees across the Sauk Valley Road that are in the flight path; he will try to contact the owner.  
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that they had removed the plants at Bear Square and kept the ones that they want to replant. Alan will remove the soil, cut out the black top underneath, and then refill the area with new soil. Parks Committee/garden club member will then replant the area. Jason reported that he has invited Nicolette Thornton to join the Parks Committee. He reported that she has a list of things that she would like to do to the “Welcome to Concrete” sign located on the southeast corner of SR 20 and South Superior. Jason went over her plan with the Council. It was the consensus of the Council to allow Nicolette to proceed with her plan for the sign. Jason reported that he has not heard back on the grant application he submitted for the horseshoe pits construction at the Garden Club Park. 
Town Center Sign: Jason Miller: No further report.
Department Reports: 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick provided the Council with the minutes and draft minutes from the last two Planning Commission meetings. He also updated the Council on the progress of the critical areas review. He reported on the draft maps that he had received from Skagit County GIS. He also gave an update on the engineering standards review. 
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea reviewed the letter that she had prepared for distribution to the people on the airport lot waiting list to advise them of the available lots and the process of leasing the lots. She also reported that she is bringing a budget amendment before them at the next Council meeting for the street fund. She reported that the street fund is going to exceed the budgeted expenditures because of the two grants that the Town has received for the design of the Main Street sidewalks and the sidewalks underneath the high school. 
Public Works: Alan updated the Council on the progress at the WWTP and the problem that has now come up regarding Tetra Tek. He reported that TSI might have to take over the programming work that Tetra Tek was going to do. He stated that they are hoping to be ready to schedule start-up by July 18. The Mayor reported the Cascade Days committee had approached him to see if the Town would like to dedicate the WWTP at Cascade Days this year. Alan also reported on a phone conversation that he had with Ted Clifton regarding the abatement process for the old grade school. 
Mayor’s Report: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the removal of trees growing between the Mt. Baker Hotel and the Bear Square municipal parking lot. He also updated the Council on the progress of the logging permit for 10 Acres. He also reported on other danger tree removals around town.  
Announcements: Tamera Glaser announced that she would not be at the June 23 Council meeting. 
Executive Session: None 

 
Adjournment: Jason Miller made a motion for adjournment at 9:07 p.m. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 



Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
June 9, 2008
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