
Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
March 24, 2008
 
7:30 p.m. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Judd Wilson. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call: Council members Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.

 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Doris Mears, Robert A. Dileo Sr., Joe Fuchs, Bill & Donna Thompson, Al Rensink, Gladys Silrus, Evalyn Goeringer, Allen & Carol Fabrick, Doug Gates and George Theodoratus. 

Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the current status of the Sheriff’s move into the library and the minor construction that will need to take place. Mike Criner stated that he has witnessed a greater presence from the sheriff deputies, especially at the school crossing. He also questioned if the flashing speed limit signs could be used during non-school hours to better show highway drivers their current speeds. The Mayor also reported on a thank-you card that was received from Carol Fabrick, Evalyn Goeringer, Robin Wood, and Doris Mears. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes: March 10, 2008

· Claims Warrants: #24328 – #24349

 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings: LUV-002 Jerry Robinson, Variance

Rick Cisar presented the Council with the staff report and reviewed the variance applications made by Jerry Robinson. He reviewed the recommended actions needed from the Council to approve or to deny the application at the end of the public hearing. Rick also reviewed the recommended staff conditions and discussed the letters received in opposition of these request from surrounding property owners. 

Mike questioned the retaining wall and where it would be located. Rick verified the location of the retaining wall and the reason for having it as a condition. Tamera questioned the driveway and the fire access, and Jason questioned whether other properties in the area were examples of the same types of development. 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing for public comment at 7:47 p.m. 

Bill Thompson (Lots 14 and 15, north of subject property): Bill stated that he had sent in a letter requesting that the Council deny the request. He stated that the town has codes to follow and he believes that the codes should be followed. He also stated that he understands that sometimes codes need to be tweaked, but he does not believe that this request falls into that category; he again requested that this variance not be granted. 

Al Rensink (Limestone Street): Al questioned how many Council members had visited the site, it was determined that all the Council members had visited the site. He stated that he believes that this development would take away from adjoining property values. He requested that the Council deny the application.

Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:50 p.m.

Discussion ensued between Council, staff and the applicant. Jason referred to another section in the code referring to modular and manufactured homes. Jason reviewed the criteria and questioned the applicant on each to verify if his development met the criteria. Mike questioned if this would actually bring down the property values and if there was any documentation to back this up. He believes that it would actually increase property values. Marla questioned the retaining wall and if this development would have any adverse effects on the adjacent property. 

The Mayor reminded Council that tonight they are just reviewing the variance applications. 

David stated that the Council should review Exhibit A-2 of the staff report, those are the variance applications that are before them tonight. He also stated that they should review all of the criteria in A through J and decide if this variance request fits into all of the criteria. Council reviewed the criteria in the Concrete Municipal Code relating to variance request. Jason questioned if the reason for the variance applications is to add a second dwelling. Jason would like to further review sections C and H. David stated that he believed what Jason wanted to do was to remand the application back to staff for further review. 

Rick stated that he would have to review the Comprehensive Plan to answer the question regarding section H. He also stated that he believes this would not affect the character of the neighborhood. He believes that the Comp. Plan would probably approve of this type of development. 

Mike stated that he believes that the all the criteria for the variance application has been met. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the variance application, contingent upon the application meeting the Comprehensive Plan and the recommendations made in the staff report. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried with Jason Miller opposed. 
Public Participation: None

Old Business: Code Enforcement Officer Agreement: David updated the Council on the agreement. He stated that this is to get us through to the end of 200, when this will become a salaried position. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the agreement. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

JTS Agreement Amendment: David updated the Council on the proposed agreement. He has been speaking with JTS’ lawyers to get an amendment to the agreement that the Town has currently. He wants to make sure that the agreement will only change the scope of the work, not the budget. He also updated the Council on what JTS would be doing with regard to an audit of HDR and their engineering services at the wastewater treatment plant (WWTP). David also stated that any information that the Town receives from JTS also could be used to support the Town on any possible litigation that may arise. David will have something definite by the next Council meeting. Mayor also updated the Council on how this was brought to light originally. 

No-Trespass Order: Discussion ensued regarding the no-trespass order. Jack stated that the Town only heard one side of the incident. Jason stated he had talked to the parents of the kids charged in the incident and he was told that these children had also been threatened by the other children with sharpened bamboo sticks. Jack stated that he believes the Town should let the cops handle this issue. He doesn’t believe that the Town should issue the no-trespass order. 

Jack Mears made a motion to eliminate the No-Trespass Order. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
New Business: Resolution 2008-02: Andrea reported that this resolution will allow for a transfer of funds from the Current Expense fund to the Street Fund. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve resolution 2008-02. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Ordinance 611: David updated the Council on Ordinance 611, which will amend a current section of the Concrete Municipal Code regarding the processing of liens and collection of charges on delinquent sewer charges. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve ordinance 611 with corrections. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Airport Lot #24 Lease: Andrea reported that the leaseholder for lot #24 at the Concrete Municipal Airport did not wish to renew his lease for this year. She called and sent a letter to Phil Taylor, who was the first name on the airport waiting list, informing him of the availability of this lot. He stated that he would like to lease lot #24. 

Jack Mears made a motion to accept the lease for lot #24 with Phil Taylor. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Agreement - Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering: The Mayor updated the Council on the closing of the request for proposals for a new town engineer. He stated that he had chosen Reichhardt and Ebe for the town engineer and he updated the Council on the meeting that he and staff had with them. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve the agreement. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Garden Club Request - Gladys Silrus: Gladys updated the Council on the Garden Club starting up again. Gladys requested that the Garden Club be allowed to use the building next to the fire hall as a meeting place. She stated that Rich Philips had allowed her to view the space and she said it would work perfectly. Discussion ensued regarding the Garden Club and other projects in Town. It was the consensus of the Council to allow the Garden Club to use the facility. Andrea will have an agreement ready for the next Council meeting. 

Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner stated that Jack is working on a grant for the striping and seal coat. He stated that it had also been suggested by WSDOT Aviation that the Town add surveillance equipment to this grant application. The surveillance equipment would allow other pilots to check the weather at the Concrete Airport prior to flying in. 

Jack stated that he went to DOT and complained about the size of the numbers and stop bars being required. DOT reported that these sizes are required by the FAA. Jack also explained the surveillance camera and what it would be used for. He further reported that the moss on the runway needs to be removed before the seal coat and striping can be completed. 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason reported that the parks committee had met prior to the Council meeting. He reported that they will have a weeding party on April 12 from 8 a.m. to 12 noon at the Garden Club Park. [Addendum: This date has been changed to April 19; same time.] He stated that they will weed the wildflower slope. Jason stated that he will also look into possible grant funding, as well as finding a suitable fruit tree variety and type to replace the diseased apple tree that was removed in February. 

Town Center Sign: Jason Miller: Discussion ensued regarding the steps and the process that should be taken. Discussion also took place regarding the placement of the poles. It was suggested not to bury the poles into the ground and not to use cement to anchor them. It was stated that the logs—which are not old growth—would rot more rapidly than old growth cedar if they were buried in the ground or cemented in. Another approach will be considered; the town engineer will play a role. Judd expressed his concern about how the sign issue was originally brought up and how Rick was asked originally. Discussion ensued regarding all aspects of the sign project. 

Department Reports: 

 Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated the Council on the binding site plan for the Airport. He will send out a notice of application and then schedule a public hearing soon after that. He also updated the Council on the clean-up and plantings that had been completed by Mrs. Janda’s class and Skagit Fisheries along Lorenzen Creek.
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea reported that the February treasurers report was included in their packets. 
Public Works: Alan reported that the crane had been delivered. He also updated the Council on some electrical problems that they are having at the WWTP. He also reported that there will be a meeting with HDR and Boss on Wednesday. 

Mayors Report: Mayor Wilson thanked the women who helped with the Library for all their hard work and accomplishments on the library sale. The Mayor also reported on a WWTP-related visit from Mac Kauffman from the Department of Ecology. Mac had stated that Alan is doing a great job on this project. The Mayor also reported that he will have a meeting with Advanced H2O and Landmark to discuss water availability issues. 

Announcements: Jack Mears reported on an AWARE meeting that he had attended regarding the sale of Puget Sound Energy. Jack stated that he believes that this sale will be bad for rate payers and for PSE. He also stated that the company looking to buy PSE does not have a very good track record. Another AWARE meeting will be on April 17, to discuss the possibility of the PUD purchasing and supplying power. 
Executive Session: None 

 
Adjournment: A motion for adjournment was made by Mike Criner at 9:40 p.m. A second to the motion was made by Marla Reed. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

_________________________ 

_________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor 



Attest: Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
March 24, 2008
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