
Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
February 25th, 2008
 
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Judd Wilson. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.
 

Staff Present: Town Attorney-David Day, Clerk Treasurer-Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk-Paula Mann and Public Works Director-Alan Wilkins. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Vickie Wammack, Doris Mears, Kevin Reinz, Doug Gates, Becky Luttrell, Evalyn Goeringer, Allen & Carol Fabrick, Jason Driver, Dan Royal, George Theodoratus, Val Stafford and Tobin Meyer.  
Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety:  Mayor Wilson updated the Council on some issues that have arisen at Silo Park. He reported on an incident that occurred where three children were threatened with knives by two other children. Mayor Wilson called on Becky Luttrell, President of the Skatepark committee and Vickie Wammack whose children were the ones threatened for a more detailed account of the incident. 
Vickie stated that the two kids that had threatened her kids are currently having charges brought up against them for the incident that occurred at the park. It was suggested to her by Deputy Meyer to come to the Council to see if there was anything the Town could do to possibly ban these children from the skatepark or offer any other recourse.  

Becky stated that she has put a lot of time and effort into this skatepark and she feels that it’s one thing to fight with fist but when weapons are being pulled out it’s a whole different matter. She also stated that the Sheriff’s had been called to the incident at the park and when they arrived the Sheriff stated that the juvenile facility was full and they would not be able to transport the two children in question to the facility. She also stated that she does not believe that this is an issue that is just happening at the park. She reported on other incidences that she has heard of at other places in town. She requested guidance from the Council on how to proceed with this matter. She also stated that she does not want this to have a negative effect on the skatepark and all the hard work that has been put in to it. 

David Day stated that these are individual acts that the Town itself cannot prosecute and that the Town would have to defer this issue to the Sheriff’s Department. 
Becky also stated that her neighborhood would like to start a neighborhood watch and patrol the park. Then, when there is any unusual activity at the park they can call 911 and get it on record. 
Discussion ensued within the Council on the possibility of banning these children from the park. David suggested that when it’s actually time to go to trial that the Town could request that be part of the sentence. He also stated that most judges are going to include in the sentacing that the children not be allowed to carry weapons.
Jason Miller requested information on the date and time of the incident and if the parents of the children in question had been contacted. 

Vickie stated that the incident took place on Sunday the 17th around 5PM. She also stated that the father had been notified and that he is defending his children actions. He stated that his children are picked on and that they had a right to defend themselves. Vickie also stated that all the paperwork and the statements from her children had been filled out and given to Deputy Meyer. 

More discussion ensued regarding the incident, the children in question and what the Town could do to resolve the issue. 

Mayor Wilson stated that he will talk to Sergeant Greg Adams to determine if a restraining order or a no contact order could be put in place. 

Deputy Tobin Meyer gave an additional update on the incident at the park. He stated that the paperwork had been filed. Deputy Meyer suggested a no trespass order be put in place on the two children in question. He also stated that the Town should make him or the Sheriff’s Department aware of the order and they can put it into there computers. Deputy Meyer also stated that he could hand-deliver the order when it was ready to be issued. They will also need to be notified when the order expires. 
Discussion ensued regarding the procedures for the no trespass order and the timeline that should be attached to the order. It was a consensus of the Council to have the no trespass order remain in effect for 6 months. David will get something official to the Town soon. 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes - February 11th, 2008
· Claims Warrants - #24270-24292
 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda with a correction to the section regarding Dennis Skyles. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation: Kevin Rienz-Skagit County Solid Waste Agreement: Kevin Reinz, the Skagit County Solid Waste Division Manager requested that the Town take another look at the Interlocal agreement for solid waste. He gave some additional background regarding the proposed Interlocal agreement. He stated that the current agreement which the Town is a signer on has been in place since 2004. He also stated that Commissioner Dillon thought that the municipalities should have more say and more participation in the decisions associated with solid waste. Kevin also reviewed section 13 regarding the governance board with the Council. He also stated that the County Commissioners are bound by the vote. They are only allowed to veto a vote on two instances, one is if it does not meet state law and the second is that it goes against the long term viability of the agreement. 

Jack Mears stated that he attended the meeting that was held last Wednesday and he now feels that the Town made a mistake when they voted to not approve the Interlocal agreement. 

David also reported on the 3 phone calls that he had received from Sharon Dillon, the County’s District Attorney and the Skagit Valley Herald all wanting to know why the Town had not approved the agreement. He stated to the Council that it’s basically all politics and the decision is totally up to the Town.  
 

Mayor Wilson reported on a phone call he had received from Mayor Anderson of Sedro-Woolley asking why Concrete had not approved the agreement. Mayor Anderson had stated that his town council would keep tabling the issue. Mayor Wilson also stated that after hearing what David had to say on the issue he realized that the Town is not gaining or losing anything by signing the agreement. He also reported that as he reads this the Town could assign their vote to another entity that has a higher voting percentage to get the Towns vote heard. 
Jack Mears stated that he likes the way this is set up. He likes the fact that the Town would sit eye to eye with the Commissioners and it would give the Town a better chance to be heard. This agreement will not work like an advisory board. He also stated that he was assured that the Sauk Transfer station would not be shut down. 

Kevin also assured the Town that the Sauk Transfer Station would not be closed. It is a much needed service in this area and that cannot be ignored. He also stated that the tip fee that is in place at the County’s main transfer station would be the tip fee that is applied at the Sauk Transfer Station. 

Jack Mears made a motion to re-open the issue of the Interlocal solid waste agreement. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the Interlocal solid waste agreement. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Old Business: Library Update-Carol Fabrick: Carol updated the Council on the different public/government entities that had come and selected some of the surplus books and magazines. She also updated the Council on the request made by the Sheriff’s to keep the last ten years of high school annuals, some of the encyclopedias and some of the dictionaries in the library for their use. Carol also requested from Council a suggested price that should be asked for the surplus items. She also requested a suggested date for the sale. The price was determined at ten cents a book and the sale will be held on the 14th and 15th of March from 8:30am to 4:30pm. Andrea will publish and post notices for the sale. 
Robin Wood and Dan Royal from the Concrete Heritage Museum expressed their thanks to the Town for the surplus items that they had received. Robin informed the Council that the Town Hall building was built in 1908, which puts it in its 100th year. She also had a notebook that she passed around to Council with various invoices and bills from the early 1900’s. Dan Royal asked for clarification on the Concrete Heralds and requested that the Museum be allowed to take possession of the Heralds. The Town Council stated that as long as heat is available and that they will be kept warm and dry then the museum could take them. 

Code Enforcement Officer: Andrea stated that the Code Enforcement Officer position should be a contract position, at this time there is not a contract on file. David will draft a contract and have it ready for the next Council meeting. Discussion ensued regarding the pay scale and hours worked. Mike Criner stated that he would like to see how many hours a week and phone calls Rich receives for the Code Enforcement Position before making any decisions on the possible pay increase. 

Dennis Skyles: David updated the Council on the sewer ordinance review he has been working on. He recommended updating the current sewer ordinances as soon as possible to be able to get liens in place on existing delinquent accounts. David reviewed the lien process with the Council. He stated that once the lien is recorded and it’s not paid then within 2 years the Town can foreclose on the lien which would enable the Town to take pocession of the property. 

Discussion ensued regarding the property owned by Dennis Skyles and if the charges that are existing should be removed. David recommended removing the charges from that account and he will send something up in writing to that effect. 
 
New Business: None
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner reported on the meeting that had taken place between the Board of Indian Affairs and some of the lease holders at the airport. They discussed the possible development of the land near the airport. He reported that currently the land is owned by 70 different families. He also reported that they will be holding a meeting to discuss the Fly-In on Saturday at 10am at the pilots lounge. 
Jack Mears reported that the airport is in need of seal coat and it also needs to be re-striped. He reviewed the grant application that could be used for these items with the Council. He stated that the grant would be a matching grant of 95% to 5% from WSDOT Aviation. He also reviewed information on the one company that he believes to be the only one near here that does this kind of work. Discussion ensued regarding price and other grant or publication requirements. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason updated the Council on what was discussed at the parks meeting that night. Jason stated that Rick Cisar is going to be getting him a book of Recreation Design Standards. He also stated that the problematic apple tree had been removed and he will be looking into a pear or apple tree that will do well here to replace it. The Mayor reminded Jason to contact Thompson’s Greenhouse and Sunset Nursery to see about possible plant/flower donations. Jason requested that the signage committee be added to the Council reports sectionof the agenda. Mayor Wilson stated that he was working on the logs for the sign. Discussion ensued regarding where the logs are being dropped, where to store them, the size of the logs and who is going to be doing the actual carving.  
Department Reports: 

 Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Rick updated the Council on the two notices of application that have been issued. He stated that the Robinson variance applications will be coming back to Council at the end of March in the form of a public hearing. Rick also updated the Council on the sign variance that is being done administratively. He also discussed the need to update the Town’s critical areas ordinance according to the Department of Ecology. He stated that the update will have to go through a public hearing, Department of Ecology and through CTED for their comments. 

Andrea reminded Council that they have an application for the Planning Commission vacancy included in their packets and that the applicant was in attendance if they had any questions for him. 

Mayor Wilson called on Jason Driver to approach the podium and tell the Council a little about himself and why he applied to be on the Planning Commission. 

Jason stated that he has lived in Concrete for about 4 years now and he saw the vacancy for the Planning Commission and decided to apply. He wants to help promote a safe environment and that he wants to be more involved in the community. 

Tamera asked what his vision of the way Concrete is, should it change or stay the same? 

Jason responded that he likes it here. He would like to see more business in Town and would also like to help in keeping it a safe and drug free place. He can see Concrete doing better in the future. 

Jack asked what his opinion was on the issue at the skatepark.
Jason stated that he would like to see a more authoritive presence at the park. He feels that it would help reduce the issues there. He would also like to see a recreation center put in around that area. 

Jason Miller made a motion to appoint Jason Driver to the Planning Commission. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 


The Mayor appointed Jason Driver to the Planning Commission. 

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea updated the Council on the annual report training that she had taken last week and that she will hopefully have a copy of the report done for their review before May. She also stated that January’s treasurer’s report was included in their packets for review. 
Public Works: Alan updated the Council on the current issues at the wastewater treatment plant. He informed the Council that the motors that will be submerged in water had been determined by the L & I inspector to not be explosion proof. He also discussed an issue with some of the wiring with the Council. He also stated that they are getting very close to project completion. 
It was stated that Marla, Jason, Mike and Jack have all taken a tour of the new wastewater treatment plant. Discussion ensued regarding the comments that have been received from various utility customers. Jason suggested writing an article to the east community news to update the public on why the rates were increased. Mayor Wilson also read aloud a letter that was received from the Community Bible Church requesting information on possibly getting reduced rates or switching to commercial property. Discussion ensued regarding the prices being charged to the Churches in town and the reduced rates for non profit organizations. 

Mayors Report:  Mayor Wilson reported on the trees that are being cut down around the airport. The Mayor also reported on the truck that Rich Philips had found. He stated that Rich had looked around and gotten prices from 5 or 6 different places knowing what he needed in a vehicle. The Mayor reported that the truck Rich had found is approximately $16,000.00. It was the consensus of the Council to proceed with the purchase of the truck for Rich Philips, Public Works Assistant. Discussion ensued regarding what would be done with his old truck and the van that is used by the Public Works Maintenance Worker. The Mayor stated that the Town will be surplussing both eventually. The Mayor also reported on the many phone calls that he has received regarding the sewer rates. Jason reported on a conversation that he had with a neighbor where he was told that there might be possible funding available for military personal, he will look into this further. 

Announcements: None
Executive Session: None 
 
Adjournment: A motion for adjournment was made by Mike Criner at 9:50 PM. A second to the motion was made by Jack Mears. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor                                         Attest:  Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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