
Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
January 28th, 2008
 
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Judd Wilson. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller.
 

Staff Present: Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Doug Gates, Chris Edwards, Allen & Carol Fabrick, George Theodoratus, Ward Boursaw, Don Payne, Valerie Stafford and Deputy John Hamlin.    
 

Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that he believes the Sheriff’s are doing a good job. Mike Criner stated that they have become more visible within the Town. 
Jim Voetberg & County Commissioner Sharon Dillon-Skagit County Solid Waste Management Interlocal Agreement: Jim Voetberg with Skagit County Public Works introduced Commissioner Dillon to review the agreement and answer any questions from the Council. Sharon stated that this agreement would allow cities and towns to have more say in what goes on in regards to solid waste management and to allow the cities and the County to work together toward the betterment of the County. She also stated that the current agreement expires in 2013; this new agreement would be a continuing agreement. 
Jack Mears stated that he would like to have the Town’s attorney review the agreement before the Council makes any decisions. He also noted that the percentage of the vote would depend on the population count for that city, town or County. 

Sharon stated that she was hoping to have a decision before February 20th and if the attorney has any questions regarding the agreement that he could call her directly for clarification. 
H.D.R. - Bob Powell: No Report 

Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes - January 14th, 2008
· Payroll Warrants- January 2008
· Claims Warrants - #24236-#24249

· Voided Payroll Warrants-#2062-#2071

 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: Airport Layout Plan: Andrea Fichter stated that a staff report from Town Planner Rick Cisar and a copy of the proposed ordinance was included in their packets. 
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 7:50PM. With no comments from the public the Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:51PM. 
Jack Mears stated that this document is not perfect but it is something the Town needs in place to receive grant funds. He also stated that 2 copies of the plans signed by the Mayor will go to WSDOT Aviation Division after approved by the Council, WSDOT Aviation will approve and then sign both copies and send one back to the Town. He also stated that the grant season for the Airport begins in March. Jack also reported that some surrounding areas will be affected by the layout plan in regards to height restrictions and where hangers can be placed. He also reported that this is a long term plan but has some short term goals in it. Some of  the options for the use of grant funds would be to have the markings at the airport removed and new marking put where they should be, fencing, and gates that need to be replaced. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #609. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously with Jack Mears and Tamera Glaser recused from the vote. 
Public Participation: Doug Gates reported on some complaints that he had heard from other residents regarding the lack of van assessable handicap spaces in Town. Alan Wilkins stated that there is one by the Legion, one by the bank and one in bear square. Alan also stated that there is room for a double space in bear square that they will have redone. 

 

Old Business: Engineering Standards-George Sidhu, HDR: Jack Mears stated that he believes that if anybody has to go by these standards that nobody will build in Concrete. 
George stated that he disagrees with that. He believes these standards will better help developers and protect the Town. George reviewed some examples with the Council, such as, width of streets, water pipe sizes and cul-de-sac dimensions. He stated that these standards will make it clear what is required. He also stated that these standards were developed with regards to what is acceptable by Department of Transportation, Department of Health and Department of Ecology. He believes that these standards will also save a lot of time and money for the Town and the developer. 

Jack Mears stated that he did not agree with the restrictions that would be put on small developers. 

Alan Wilkins stated that he and Rich Philips are going through their copies and trying to simplify some things. 

George stated to the Council, that this is a draft, please read it and provide comments. He can revise it from here. He stated that the transportation section is probably the biggest section.

Jason Miller stated that there is a danger in making a simple response to a complex document. He also asked George if he had reviewed any engineering standards that incorporated smart code planning. 
George stated that these standards will be helpful in eleivating any inconsistencies between the Town, the engineers ect…. George suggested having a workshop where he, the Council and staff could sit down and go through the standards together. George also stated that one thing that is in the standards is an abbreviated checklist, a bullet list of what would be required. He also stated that these standards are meant to work together with the Town’s municipal code but justifiable exceptions could be made. It was suggested to involve the planning commission in the workshop. 

Don Payne stated he thinks it’s good to have something that tells you exactly what to do upfront and makes it the same for everybody. He suggested trying to make it as simple as possible so that it’s workable for large or small developers. 

George Theodoratus stated that the standards would make it easier and more reasonable and there would not be the appearance of so much red tape. 

Tamer Glaser stated that she agrees with George Theodoratus, that there is too much red tape and too much back and forth. It will be good to have something in black and white. 
More discussion was held regarding the details, regulations and other topics relating to the engineering standards. Andrea Fichter will make copies of the engineering standards for each council member and planning commissioner member. 

Jack Mears commented on the current sewer and water connection fees. He suggested a moratorium and lowering the fees to encourage development. Discussion ensued regarding the second source and additional storage options. Alan stated that the Town is very close to its allowable connections determined by the Department of Health. 
 
New Business: Concrete Municipal Code 2.16.010-Ordinance #610: Andrea Fichter stated that the proposed ordinance for the change in committee members on the airport committee was in included in their packets. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #610. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

AWC Optional Additional Liability Coverage: Andrea Fichter updated the Council on the additional liability coverage being offered by AWC. 

Jack Mears made a motion to obtain the additional liability coverage. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Surplus Resolution-Resolution #2008-01: Andrea Fichter stated that the proposed resolution was included in their packets and that Town Attorney David Day, had reviewed the resolution. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve Resolution #2008-01. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Council Reports

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner reported that Walter Keilt a long time lease holder at the airport and resident of Concrete passed away last week. Mike stated that he will be missed. Jack reported that Skagit Surveyors had been up to the airport and laid everything out but they left the pilot’s lounge out. Jack also reported that the Eagle festival looked as if it had been very successful. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the parks committee had held their first meeting of the year just before the Council meeting. He reported on a list of things that the parks committee will hopefully be working on this year, including putting in horseshoe pits at the Garden Club, more work on the wildflower slope, replacing the sign at the Garden Club Park, stump grinding, apple tree and landscaping work around bear square. The next meeting will be held on February 25th at 6:30PM. 
Department Reports: 

 

Planning Commission: Rick Cisar: Andrea Fichter reported that a staff report from Rick Cisar had been included in their Council packet and a draft copy of the latest planning commission meeting minutes.  
Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter reported that the December treasurers report was included in their packets. Andrea reported on the need for a council member to be a member on the Volunteer Fire Departments Board of Trustees. 
Jack Mears nominated Tamera Glaser. Mike Criner seconded the nomination. The nomination carried unanimously. 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins reported that the trucks are ready for the snow storm that has been predicted. He also reported that they are slowly working through items at the WWTP. Alan also explained the force account arrangement that they will be using for change orders proposals. Alan stated that when actual startup begins that he and Rich will have to be at the plant. The startup will act as their training for running the new system. Alan also explained the start up process to the Council. Jack Mears stated that he would like a tour of the new facility. Alan stated that any of the Council members may request a tour; they just need to set up a time with him. 
Mayors Report:  Mayor Wilson stated that he had spoken with Shawn McKone from the Department of Ecology and the Town has more funding available if we need it. Discussion ensued regarding the heaters and the blowers at the WWTP. Alan explained the possibility of pulling it out of the project and the Town funding these. Alan also explained how and what the heaters will be used for. 
Sheriff’s Deputy John Hamlin reported that the task force had investigated an area in Crows Foot and a dealer of heroine had been taken to jail.

Announcements: None
Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: A motion for adjournment was made by Mike Criner at 9:31 PM. A second to the motion was made by Jack Mears. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor                                         Attest:  Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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