Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
December 10th, 2007
 
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Judd Wilson. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Jack Mears, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Jason Miller 

Mike Criner made a motion to excuse Tamera Glaser. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk Treasurer Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins. 
 

Audience Members Signed In: Don Payne, Allen & Carol Fabrick, Jack & Barbara Hoover, Evalyn Goeringer, Darrel Reed, George Theodoratus, Valerie Stafford and Fred West. 
 

Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: No report
H.D.R. - Bob Powell: Andrea Fichter stated that Bob Powell had called and would be unable to attend tonight’s meeting. He had requested an update from Council regarding the contract amendment request from H.D.R. 
Discussion ensued between staff and Council regarding this issue. David Day expressed his concerns regarding the amendment request. He stated that he could not recommend that the Council approve this amendment under these circumstances. He also stated that the situation has not changed in 3 months and he does not see it changing any time soon. Mike Criner stated that the Council could not approve this amendment without first having the funds to do so. 
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes - November 26th, 2007

     Claims Warrants - #24152 to #24189
 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: None
Public Participation: Don Payne: Don Payne had questions regarding the shared office space portion of the Sheriff’s Department contract. He stated that he feels the Town is paying for services that the Town does not need to pay for. He also stated that in 2004 when the contract was originally signed the Sheriff’s Department said they would utilize Town facilities and spend 80 hours a week in Town. Mr. Payne does not feel the Town is getting the visibility in Town that it needs. 
Discussion ensued regarding the use of the Library by the Sheriff’s Department and how the other facility had not met the needs of the Sheriff’s Department. 

Jack Mears stated that the Town is stuck between a rock and hard place. He stated that the Town cannot afford to pay for their own police force. He also commented on the superior level of service that was received during an altercation at this year’s Fly-in at the Concrete Airport. 

Mark Richmond-59291 SR 20, Rockport: Mark stated that he is looking to buy property from Bob Coffell in Town near the Town Hall and the Post Office. He stated that he would like to use this property for an impound yard for his towing company. He stated that he had spoke with the Town Planner and that the Planner had told him that he didn’t think it was in the Town’s best interest to have two impound yards that close to each other. Mark also stated that the company  that is using the other impound yard in not on contract with the Town, the State Patrol or the Sheriff’s Department and that his company is on rotation with the State Patrol. He also stated that he would like to know if he will be able to use this property as an impound yard before he continues the process of buying the property. 

Bob Coffell, owner of the property in question stated that the building has been there since the 60’s and that it is all commercial property and has been used as a logging yard in the past 

Discussion ensued regarding comments made by the Town Planner and the requirements of a conditional use permit or variance. 

Tim Cooley-Chamber of Commerce-Mardi Gras Events Application: Tim Cooley explained the event to the Council. He stated that the event will consist of a parade, ATV show, wheel barrow races and various other things. The Chamber would like to bring tourism back to Town. He also requested that the streets uptown be re-named during the week of January 12-19 to coincide with the Mardi Gras Event. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve the events application. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Old Business: None
 
New Business: 2007 Budget Amendment: Andrea Fichter explained the current budget amendment to the sewer fund to the Council. She stated that the interim financing that was administered between the Town, CDGB and USDA was originally thought to be handled between CDBG and USDA but it was required to go through the Town’s receipting/budget system. This was an unbudgeted item therefore requiring an amendment to the budget. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve Ordinance #606. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

2008 Salaries, Wages and Benefits: Andrea Fichter stated that there had not been any changes made to the salaries, wages and benefits for 2008 since the last public hearing. 
Jack Mears had questions regarding the salary for the Town Planner. Andrea explained that the amount in the ordinance is the maximum wage for the Town Planner for 2008. 

Jason Miller made a motion to approve Ordinance #607. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

2008 Budget: Andrea Fichter stated that no changes had been made since the last meeting on the 2008 Budget. 

Jack Mears made a motion to approve Ordinance #608. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Skagit County Law Enforcement Contract: David Day reviewed the proposed contract with the Council. He stated he would like to know the reason for AAA arbitration and why Whatcom County was named in this document. He also stated that in section 15.0 regarding contract administrations, he did not believe that this section had been invoked. Marla Reed would like to see section 3.4 revised. 

Mike Criner made a motion to table the discussion on the contract and schedule a special meeting for December 17th at 6PM to further discuss the issues with the proposed contract. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Towing Contract: Mayor Wilson updated the Council on the proposed Contract with Eagle Towing. 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the contract with a correction to the service provider name and address. Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Airport Layout Plan: David stated that he believes that if this plan affects private ownership outside the Airport that it would require a public hearing. The Town would need to allow for the public to comment in a public meeting. 

Jack Mears updated the Council on the meeting that took place last Tuesday at the Airport Lounge. He stated that there were a few minor changes that needed to be submitted by Charlie Reardon and that those changes would need to be added to the final draft. Jack Mears requested advice from David Day regarding comments made by Town Planner Rick Cisar, in regards to the public hearing requirements and environmental review requirements. 

David said if this is an amendment in the Town’s Comprehensive Plan or the Zoning Code than it would require SEPA. 

Discussion ensued regarding the trees west of the Airport at the end of the runway. 

Jack Mears asked if the Town could accept the plan with the stipulation that a public hearing would be held and environmental documents submitted if necessary. 
David Day stated that he believed the Town could do that. 



Mike Criner made a motion to accept the Airport Layout Plan with the understanding that there would be a public hearing, an environmental review and the necessary changes would be made. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously with Jack Mears recused from the vote. 

Elect Mayor Pro Tem: Jack Mears nominated Mike Criner for Mayor Pro Tem. Marla Reed seconded the nomination. The nomination was approved unanimously with Mike Criner recused from the vote. 

Administer Oaths of Office: Andrea Fichter administered the Town’s Oath of Office to Jack Mears, Marla Reed and Mike Criner for their new terms beginning in January 2008. 

Scheduled December 24th Meeting: Mike Criner made a motion to cancel the December 24th meeting. Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Council Reports:  
 

Airport: Mike Criner: Mike Criner stated that the Town is still waiting on the Binding Site Plan for the airport and the Airport Survey to be completed by Skagit Surveyors. He stated that this needs to be looked into.  
Parks: Jason Miller: Nothing to report
 
Department Reports: 
 

Planning Commission: No report  

Administration/Finance Report: No report  

 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins reported that they had begun startup testing at the wastewater treatment plant. He stated that they were getting close and are hoping for full startup by the first of the year. 
Mayors Report:  Mayor Wilson reported that the Town Hall will be closed on the 24th, 25th and 31st of December and on January 1st. He also read aloud a letter received form Al Rensink regarding the Sheriff’s Department. The Mayor also updated the Council on a complaint that he had received from Margaret at the Library regarding the Sheriff’s Department. He stated that at this time he is unhappy with the contract and that he will find out more regarding the incident at the Library. 
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: A motion for adjournment was made by Mike Criner at 9:12 PM. A second to the motion was made by Jason Miller. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor                                         Attest:  Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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