Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
November 26th, 2007
 
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Judd Wilson. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner and Jason Miller.

Mike Criner made a motion to excuse Marla Reed. Tamera Glaser seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Staff Present: Deputy Clerk Andrea Fichter, Deputy Clerk Paula Mann and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Don Payne, Allen & Carol Fabrick, Evalyn Goeringer, Fred West, Valerie Stafford and Doug Gates.  
 

Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that the Citizen’s Advisory Committee meeting that was held prior to the Council meeting had gone very well. He also reported on the call logs received from the Sheriff’s Department for October 1st through November 1st. He also encouraged the citizens to call 911 to report incidents. He noted that 911 is not just an emergency number but a business number for the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office. Mayor Wilson also discussed the different complaints that he has received and updated the Council on the dispatch errors that could possibly be occurring. The Mayor also stated that he feels the Sheriff’s are doing a good job and he has witnessed their presence in Town. 
H.D.R. - Bob Powell: Bob Powell updated the Council on the current issues with the contract amendment request made by H.D.R. that was previously presented to the Council. He went through the original scope of work and the current level of effort expended by H.D.R. with the Council. He stated that there had been an increased level of review due to the fact that the plans had been completed 2 years prior to actual construction beginning. He stated that the contract for construction services was signed in October of 2006 and he came to the Council with the first increase in contract amount in March of 2007. He stated that it is difficult to anticipate a full years worth of work especially in large projects. He also stated that he had realized 3 months into the project that the level of effort in construction services was going to be exceeded. He also stated that he had mentioned previously that he would not pull out of the project if the Town refused to amend the original contract price but he is receiving pressure from his corporate offices to get the amounts charged over contract amount paid. 
Jack Mears commented that the Town still does not have the funds to increase the contract amount. Jack also questioned the equipment errors that have been occurring during the construction of the wastewater treatment plant. He also stated that H.D.R. was hired to make the construction project go smoothly, so far he has not seen it go smoothly. 

Bob stated that he is again applying for a grant from Skagit County. He also stated that if the Town brings their current bill up to date that that would satisfy his bosses and allow for additional time to seek more funding. 
Discussion ensued between staff and council in regards to the current wastewater treatment plant construction budget and the possibilities of using funds from other budgeted items where the funds were not totally diminished
Consent Agenda

· Town Council Minutes - November 13th, 2007

· Payroll Warrants- November 2007
     Claims Warrants - #24138 to #24150
 

Mike Criner made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Public Hearings: 2008 Budget- Andrea Fichter updated the Council on the few minor changes that were made to the budget since the last hearing. The majority of the changes made to the budget came from the Salary Ordinance amendment that was done at the November 13th meeting. 
Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing at 8:17PM. 

Don Payne- Mr. Payne commented on the rates for water and sewer that will be charged in 2008. He stated that he believes the Town should wait on raising the fees and see how it goes. He also stated that he believes that the contract with the Sheriff’s office should not be renewed. 

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing at 8:21PM

Jack Mears commented that the rates had to be raised to pay for the Town’s debt service. He also stated that the rates had to be raised to make the loan payments that will begin in 2008. 

Public Participation: None

 

Old Business: None
 
New Business: 2008 Fee Resolution Amendment: Andrea Fichter explained that the 8 hour fee charged for the rental of the Airport lounge needed to be added to the 2008 fee resolution. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve resolution #2007-11. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
CDBG Interim Financing Contract Amendment: Andrea Fichter explained to the Council that this was not an increase in funds and that the Interim Financing would allow the Town to draw down on loan #3 from USDA. 
Mike Criner made a motion to approve the agreement. Jason Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Council Reports:  
 

Airport: Mike Criner reported that things at the Airport are good. He reported that Harold Hanson, a leaseholder at the Airport is discussing an Airport Museum idea with the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe. He also stated that the Department of Transportation has requested a master plan be done for the Airport and he will update the Council on that at a later date. Jack Mears, as an advocate for the airport and a leaseholder further updated the Council on the possibility of the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe putting in an airport museum on their land adjacent to the Concrete Airport. 
Parks: Jason Miller: Nothing to report
 
Department Reports: 
 

Planning Commission: No report  

Administration/Finance Report: Andrea Fichter reported that the October treasurer’s report was included in the Council packets. She also reminded the Council that the exit conference for the state audit will be held on Wednesday November 28th at 2:30.   

 

Public Works: Alan Wilkins reported that things are still chugging along at the wastewater treatment plant. Jack Mears thanked Alan for the help he provided during the power outage at the school and at the surrounding houses on Sunday November 25th. Jack also stated that he would like to see the streets being sanded now that it is getting to be colder. Alan reported that Rich Philips had been doing some maintenance on the dump truck used for sanding and they will begin sanding when the dump truck maintenance is complete. Alan also reported that they will be closing the public restrooms in town soon for the winter. 
Mayors Report:  Mayor Wilson reported that he would like to see Rich Philips get a newer work truck. It was again the consensus of the Council to begin looking for a newer work truck for Rich. The Mayor also reported that the pavement at the church on limestone had been poured and that he would like to see the pavement extended to match up with the pavement of the road. Mayor Wilson also passed along a thank you to Alan from Barb Hawkings, Superintendent for the Concrete School District for his help during their power outage. The Mayor also announced that the application for the Cedar Park Plat that had been submitted and the decision appealed by George Theodoratus will be brought back before the Council. 
Announcements: None
Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: A motion for adjournment was made by Mike Criner at 9:05 PM. A second to the motion was made by Tamera Glaser. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor                                         Attest:  Andrea Fichter, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Andrea Fichter
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