Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
October 22, 2007
 
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Judd Wilson. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr, Deputy Clerk Andrea Fichter, and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Carol Fabrick, Doug Gates, Mickey Zitkovich, George Wenzinger, Darla Feetham, Valerie Stafford, Fred West, and George Theodoratus. 

 

Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Lacy Lahr updated the Council and audience members on the Citizen’s Advisory Committee meeting that had taken place prior to the Council meeting. She reviewed what the Committee had discussed regarding the change in the proposed contract with the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office. The Committee also looked at the library and discussed the possibility of allowing the Sheriff’s Department to use the building for office space. The committee also discussed when the Sheriff’s office could move in and what improvements would need to be done to the library space. The Committee also discussed renewing the contract with the Skagit County Sheriff’s office for one year only and they would like to have access to the daily call logs for this area to show the 80 hours worked per week. It was also suggested to have County Commissioner Sharon Dillon attend the next meeting which will be held on Tuesday November 13th at 5:30PM. 

 

Mayor Wilson reported that he will contact Greg Adams to see if it’s possible to have the daily logs emailed to the Town. He also gave an update on some of the calls that had been discussed at the last Council meeting.  

 

H.D.R. –Bob Powell: No Report. 

 

Consent Agenda:
     Claims Warrants - #24086 to #24095 in the amount of $20,019.11

     October 8, 2007 Council Minutes

 

A motion to approve the claims warrants and table the Council minutes of October 8th, 2007 to the next meeting for clarification was made by Mike Criner. A second the motion was made by Jack Mears. The motion carried unanimously. .  

Public Hearings: 2008 Utility Rates and Fees Hearing: Lacy Lahr reviewed the proposed fee schedule for 2008.  Lacy explained the fees and the debt service for the Town for the budget year 2008, particularly the proposed sewer rates.

 

Mayor Wilson opened the public hearing for public comment at 7:51 PM

 

Robin Feetham-Concrete. Mr. Feetham stated that they had been warned of the rate increase in 2000 or 2001. Now the rates are increasing and he finds it ridiculous. 

 

Carol Fabrick- 45260 Matier Court. Ms. Fabrick had a question regarding what a title elimination fee was for. Ms. Lahr explained the fee and that is charged by the building inspector when requested by title companies. 

 

George Wenzinger- 45718 Short Street. Mr. Wenzinger questioned the sewer rates going up dramatically and asked if the increase was also on existing system development charges. He believes that new developers should have to pay, not the current rate payers. He also stated that he is on a fixed income and a $30.00 increase will make a big impact on his finances. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding the rates, the sewer loans used for the wastewater treatment plant, and the best information the Town has to date regarding the project completion total. 

 

Jack Mears stated that years ago when new treatment plants were being discussed that it had been suggested to start raising the rates by $10.00 a year. 

 

Mayor Wilson closed the public hearing for public comment at 7:58 PM. 

 

Council discussion ensued on the current sewer rates and fees and the proposed 2008 sewer rates and fees. 

 

A motion to approve Resolution #2007-07 was made by Mike Criner. A second to the motion was made by Marla Reed. The motion carried with Tamera Glaser opposed. 

 

Public Participation: None

 

Old Business: 2007 Salary Ordinance Amendment: Lacy Lahr explained the proposed salary amendment to split the positions of Clerk-Treasurer and Town Planner into two separate positions. 

 

A motion to accept Ordinance #601 was made by Jack Mears. A second to the motion was made by Mike Criner. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
New Business: Consultant Agreement with Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering: Lacy Lahr updated the Council on the proposed agreement with Reichhardt & Ebe Engineering for the Main Street sidewalk project.  

 

A motion to accept the agreement was made by Mike Criner. A second to the motion was made by Jack Mears. The motion was carried with one opposed vote by Jason Miller. 

 

Council Reports:  
 

Airport: Jack Mears stated that things are pretty peaceful at the Airport as of today. He reported that he is still negotiating with BWR regarding the Airport Layout Plan and that the Plan is being reviewed by WSDOT. He updated the Council on an email he had received from Charlie Reardon. Jack will update the Council on the recommendations made by Charlie Reardon after the Town engineer and the Glaser’s engineer meet. Jack also reported that the Morgan car group had been at the Airport on Sunday 10/21.

 

Parks: Jason Miller: Jason Miller reported that the weeding party held on Saturday October 20th had gone really well. Jason requested that Judd get him the measurements for the horseshoe pits soon. Tamera suggested scheduling another weeding party in some areas on Main Street. The weeding party is scheduled for Saturday November 3rd from 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM.    

 
Department Reports: 
 

Planning Commission: Jason Miller informed the Council that Dani McGee, Planning Commission applicant, was unable to make it to tonight’s meeting. Jason invited her to attend the November 13th meeting to field questions from the Council. Discussion ensued regarding the attendance of other Planning Commission members. By consensus of the Council, Jason will draft letters to Tim Cooley and Carol Pederson regarding their attendance on the Planning Commission. The breakdown of the representatives on the Planning Commission was also discussed. It was suggested to have it structured like the Citizen’s Advisory Committee, with members representing various interests in town. 

 

Administration/Finance Report: Ms. Lahr reminded the Council that the State Auditors Office will begin their 2005-2006 Audit on Wednesday October 24th. She also reminded the Council that the next 3 meetings will be budget related.  

 

Public Works: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins reported that construction progress at the wastewater treatment plant is moving slowly, but still progressing.  

 

Mayors Report:  Mayor Wilson reported that he will be contacting Janicki regarding the logs for the Town Center Sign. A follow up letter to Advanced H2O is needed, as well as perhaps a phone call to schedule a meeting. The Mayor announced that Lacy Lahr will be stepping down as Clerk-Treasurer to continue her education and that Andrea Fichter is now training for the Clerk-Treasurer position and the Town will be hiring for the Deputy Clerk Position.

Announcements: None

Executive Session: None

 
Adjournment: A motion for adjournment was made by Mike Criner at 8:36 PM. A second to the motion was made by Jack Mears. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor                                         Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr
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