


Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
September 10, 2007
 
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Judd Wilson. Mayor Wilson led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Jack Mears, Tamera Glaser, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Jason Miller.

 

Staff Present: Town Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr, Deputy Clerk Andrea Fichter, and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Joseph Dileo, Robert Dileo, Evalyn Goeringer, Chris Jansen, Don Payne and George Theodoratus. 

 

Special Presentations: 
 

Public Safety: Mayor Wilson reported that Skagit County Sheriffs Deputy Tobin Meyers had attended the Citizen’s Advisory Committee Meeting that had been held prior to the Council Meeting. Deputy Meyers reported that the fatality rate on State Route 20 is down by 30%. The Citizens Advisory Committee will meet again on October 1st at 6:30 PM. They will give recommendations to the Council on the current contract that the Town has with Skagit County for law enforcement services. There is one open position on the Citizen’s Advisory Committee that the Town will advertise for. Robert Dileo expressed his desire to be on the Committee. Other interested parties are invited to speak at the next Council Meeting. Mayor Wilson also reported that he will be meeting with Sergeant Greg Adams on Monday to discuss current issues within the Town.  

 

H.D.R. –George Sidhu: George Sidhu updated the Council on the progress of the wastewater treatment plant project. George reported that they are in the 9th month of construction. He also reported that in the next 4 to 6 weeks they will begin the installation of equipment. He stated that the project is currently on schedule. They are hoping to begin start up testing by late October or early November with an actual start up date after the first of the year. 

 

Consent Agenda:
· Town Council Minutes: August 27, 2007

· Claims Warrants - #24018 to #24042

 

A motion to approve the consent agenda with a correction to the minutes to read “startup testing” was made by Mike Criner. A second to the motion was made by Marla Reed. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Public Hearings: None

 

Public Participation: None

 

Old Business: Jack Mears began discussions regarding the progress of the Glaser airplane hanger construction. Jack stated that he would like to see construction begin on the project. Discussion ensued regarding the WSDOT Aviation concerns and comments received on the Airport Layout Plan (ALP).

 

A motion was made by Jack Mears to allow the applicant to post a performance bond for the water line 
in an amount approved by the Town Engineer, in order to obtain a building permit to begin construction of the hanger, provided that the appropriate application forms are submitted, with the condition that a certificate of occupancy will not be issued until the infrastructure is complete. 

 

Tamera Glaser recused herself from this portion of the meeting.

 

Town Planner Lacy Lahr suggested that construction of the foundation only could begin if approved by the Building Inspector. Public Works Director Alan Wilkins reported on the concerns expressed by the Fire Chief and the Skagit County Fire Marshall regarding fire protection during construction and installation of the water line. 

 

Tamera Glaser commented on how the road issues are impacting the continuation of their project and that their engineer was advised to not draw the road plans until the ALP was finalized. 

 

A second to the motion was made by Mike Criner. 

 

Marla Reed requested an opinion from Town Attorney David Day.
Town Attorney David Day discussed the various policy issues relating to allowing an applicant to post a performance bond for infrastructure improvements and noted that it did not seem improper to do so, but may have future implications in administering the code. Mr. Day also discussed a situation during a previous administration where the question of whether or not to issue building permits was discussed and his advice had been that issuing a building permit prematurely and essentially ignoring the processes could subject the Town to substantial liability and that the Council should consider this issue prior to taking action. He also noted serious concerns regarding policy consequences in dealing with future applicants for building permits. 

 

Audience member George Theodoratus noted the importance of building during the summer months for concrete and steel buildings and noted that he had posted a performance bond for parking lot and landscaping improvements. 

 

The motion was passed unanimously with Tamera Glaser recusing herself from the vote. 

  

New Business: HDR WWTP Contract Amendment: 
 

Council Member Tamera Glaser rejoined the meeting at this time. 

 

Jason Miller requested that audience members silence any cellular phones as they can be very distracting during meetings.

George Sidhu reviewed the contract amendment with the council. George reviewed the original scope of work and explained the amended scope of work to the Council. 

 

A motion to table the issue until next meeting or until additional funding is secured to pay for the amendment request was made by Mike Criner. A second to the motion was made by Jack Mears. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Planning Commission Position Appointment:  Lacy Lahr updated the Council on the one application received from Chris Jansen for the open positions on the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission has recommended approval and further advertisement of the remaining open position. Mayor Judd Wilson appointed Chris Jansen to the Planning Commission with the Council confirming the appointment. 

 

Council Reports:  
 

Airport: Jack Mears reported that the framework for the Bolan hanger has been constructed. Jack also reported on the high interest in rentals at the Airport. Discussion ensued regarding the proposed revisions to the binding site plan, a proposed height restriction for the third row of hangers, and the need for an overlay on the runway. Discussion ensued regarding an increase in the access or “through-the-fence” agreement charges when leases are renegotiated in 2010. 

 

Parks: Jason Miller reported on the successful weeding party that took place on Sunday at the Garden Club Park. 

 

Department Reports: 
 

Planning Commission: Town Planner Lacy Lahr will be posting a notice of the remaining opening on the Planning Commission throughout Town. 

 

Administration/Finance Report: Clerk Treasurer Lacy Lahr reported that Budget Workshops will start on September 24th with the Rates and Utilities Workshop. 

 

Public Works: Nothing to report.  

 

Mayors Report:   Mayor Judd Wilson stated that there is too much finger pointing going on from the Council towards the staff. Mayor Wilson stated that the staff works for the Mayor, not the Council. Any issues regarding staff should be directed to him.

David Day submitted a formal letter to the Mayor to start the process of discussions with Advanced H2O. A letter from the Mayor to Advanced H2O will be drafted to being the process. The Mayor updated the Council on the interview that he had with Pat Hayden for the Town Planner position. Mayor Wilson also informed the Council that he will be meeting with David Cooper from Skagit 911 on Tuesday.   

 

Announcements: None

 

Executive Session: None

 

Adjournment: A motion for adjournment was made by Mike Criner at 9:10 PM. A second to the motion was made by Marla Reed. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Judd Wilson, Mayor                               
Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr

 

�Change approved September 24, 2007 by Town Council.
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