Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
February 12, 2007
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jack Billman. Mayor Billman led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Marla Reed, Judd Wilson, Mike Criner and Jack Mears. 

 

Staff Present: Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins.

 

Audience Members Signed In: Paul W. Rider, Don Payne, Doug Gates, Robert A. Dileo Sr., Jaesen Meacham, Jason Miller, Evalyn Goeringer, Marty Glaser, Tamera Glaser, Mickey Zitkovich, John Zitkovich, Carol Fabrick, George Theodoratus and John Johnston.  

 

Scheduled Presentations:
 
Public Safety: The public safety report was included in the Council packets. The Mayor reported on the recent training that was held at the school campus; the need for a second route to the school campus and the research that is being done for potential traffic calming measures and speed reduction.   

 

HDR – Nothing new to report. The WWTP progress report is included with the vouchers.   

Consent Agenda:  Jack Mears made a motion to accept the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by Judd Wilson. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Public Hearings:  Street Vacation Request-Richard Johnson: Planner Lahr reviewed the request and presented the staff report to the council. Adjacent properties currently provided access via Grassmere Street would need to be provided with equal or improved access if the council voted to grant the vacation request. Such access must be in accordance with public works standards in a location and design approved by the Town Engineer. 

 

Mayor Billman opened the public hearing.

 

John Zitkovich- 44989 Grassmere Road. Mr. Zitkovich commented on the need for sufficient access to his property located west of Grassmere Street (Parcel no. 43552). Grassmere Street is currently the only public access to this property. 

 

Jason Meacham-7125 Burpee Hill Road. Mr. Meacham commented on the need to keep Melville Street open for future use of his property and also the condition of Melville Street for future use. 

Evalyn Goeringer-45101 Main Street. Mrs. Goeringer suggested the street vacation be conditioned on the construction of the improved right of way. 

 

John Johnston-Schemmer Engineering- Mr. Johnston, representing the applicant Richard Johnson, presented the applicant’s request and discussed the applicant’s offer to provide an improved public street including utilities to the property to the west (Zitkovich). 

Mike Criner made a motion to grant the street vacation request, conditioned upon the construction a public street including utilities, in compliance with town public works standards, to the property to the west (Zitkovich). Judd Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
 

Public Participation: No public participation 

 

Old Business: None 

 

New Business: Council Vacancy- Clerk Treasurer Lacy Lahr noted that under the current ordinance, Planning Commission members cannot hold another office in the Town of Concrete. 

 

Robert Dileo, who is currently on the Planning Commission, noted that he enjoys his position but would be willing to step down from the commission to serve on the council and be more involved in the community. 

 

Judd Wilson made a motion for a five minute recess at 8:29 PM. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

The Council reconvened at 8:34 PM. The Council asked that each applicant approach the Council and discuss why they would like to be appointed to the open position.
 

Doug Gates expressed his concern for the community and his extensive knowledge of the history of the town. Mr. Gates also noted that he would be an asset to the Town. 

 

Tamara Glaser commented that her family has owned property here for over 30 years and she is interested in the future of Concrete. She also expressed her interest in being more involved with the community and the chance to serve her community as well. 

 

Jason Miller expressed his concerns for the growth of the Town. Mr. Miller is a writer/editor and has researched growth related issues throughout the country.  He feels the downtown business district is very important to the health of the community and he also expressed his knowledge of planning issues. 

 

Paul Rider commented that he is new to the community and would like to help the community to grow in a positive way. He believes in leading by example and has a “can-do” attitude. 

 
Jack Mears commented that there are five outstanding candidates for the open council position.  Mayor Jack Billman applauded all the applicants on their willingness to serve the community. 

 

A ten minute executive session was called for at 8:53 PM to evaluate the qualifications of the candidates for the council position. 

 

The Council meeting was reconvened at 9:03 PM.
 

Mike Criner nominated Tamera Glaser to the vacant position on the Town Council. All council members were in favor to appoint Tamera Glaser to position 2, replacing Elizabeth Bergsma. Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr administered the oath of office. 

 

State Surplus Program Agreement: Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr updated the council on the agreement with the State Surplus Program. Mike Criner made a motion to approve the agreement. Judd Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Billman reported on the need for a street sweeper, and that a surplus sweeper is available for $18,000 through the state program.  Discussion ensued regarding equipment purchase limits. Jack Mears made a motion to purchase the sweeper contingent on it being mechanically sound and inspected by public works. Mike Criner made a second to the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Planning Commission Membership Ordinance: Planner Lacy Lahr reported that the Planning Commission voted to recommend that the Council change the number of commission members from eleven to nine members. Ordinance number 598 was included in the Council packets reflecting the recommended change. Judd Wilson made a motion to accept the ordinance. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Council Reports:  
 

Airport: Jack Mears reported on the Airport Layout Plan. He reported that two sample Airport Layout Plans were sent by the Department of Transportation to the Town for review. He reported that the Airport Layout Plan should be completed within two weeks and then will be presented to the Department of Transportation Aviation Division. Jack also reported on the meeting with Skagit Surveyors regarding the airport survey and binding site plan amendment.  Jack also reported that the Fly-In will be held near the end of July. 

 

Parks: Judd Wilson reported on Silo Park. He expressed the need for additional fill to smooth the area out for ball fields.  Judd also reported that a gazebo at the Garden Club Park is planned.   

 

Department Reports:
 

Planning Commission:  The most recent Planning Commission minutes were included in the council packets for review. Planner Lahr also reminded that Council that the Town now has a complete shoreline permit application from Puget Sound Energy and that the Council must refrain from ex-parte communications about the project.  
 

Administration/Finance Report: Nothing new to report.  

 

Public Works: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins reported that the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) owns the property at the Baker River boat lunch, and that the facility needs regular maintenance, particularly following flood events. He also reported on the WWTP progress and that the existing outfall needs a permitting easement from DNR.  Alan also reported that he had received the Cedar Street water line estimate from HDR and is reviewing it. 

 

Mayors Report: The Mayor reported on the response from PSE regarding the alternate power feed during outages. He suggested inviting Matt McGraw to the next meeting. The Mayor also reported on potential fundraisers for funding and design of the Lonestar building. He also reported on the last meeting of the SR 20 Traffic Safety Corridor Meeting and the progress of the turn lane near Albert’s Red Apple. The Mayor informed the council about the WSDOT STP Enhancement grant meeting to be held at Town Hall on Tuesday, February 13th. He also expressed the need for a second route to the school campus.  

 
Announcements: Mike Criner read a letter from the East Valley Community Care Team thanking the Town for supporting the program.  

 

Executive Session:  None.

 

Adjournment: Council Member Judd Wilson made a motion for adjournment. Council Member Mike Criner seconded the motion. Mayor Billman adjourned the meeting at 10:06 PM

 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Jack R. Billman, Jr., Mayor                               Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr
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