Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
January 8, 2007
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jack Billman. Mayor Billman led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Elizabeth Bergsma, Jack Mears, Mike Criner and Judd Wilson. Judd Wilson made a motion to excuse council member Marla Reed. Mike Criner seconded the motion.  

 

Staff Present:  Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Deputy Clerk Andrea Fichter. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Annie Bussiere, George Theodoratus, Robert A. Dileo Sr., Doug Gates, Evalyn Goeringer, Sharon Dillon, Matt McGraw, Ray Trzynka, Ember LaBounty, Barb Hawkings, Naomi Rumpff, Carol Fabrick, Heidi Parks and Jason Miller.    

Scheduled Presentations:
 
County Commissioner Sharon Dillon: New Skagit County Commissioner Sharon Dillon thanked the Mayor for inviting her to the meeting. Sharon stated that she has been visiting all of the Town Councils in the County. She also stated that her door is always open and if she or any of the other Commissioners could be of service, do not hesitate to call. She also stated that she will be available at the upriver office on Fridays or in the evenings if needed. The Mayor reported on the effort needed to construct a left turn lane on State Route 20 in Grassmere. He requested her presence at an upcoming meeting with the Economic Development Association of Skagit County on January 16, 2007. Sharon offered to schedule a meeting with the Skagit County Public Works Department and the other commissioners prior to this meeting. 

 
Puget Sound Energy- Ray Trzynka: The Mayor thanked Mr. Trzynka for the continuous information provided during the flood event in November. The potential to serve commercial areas and the schools directly from the Baker generators during power outages was discussed.  To describe the process for this alternate feed, Mr. Trzynka introduced Matt McGraw also from PSE. Mr. McGraw described the process of back feeding and the events that took place during the last power outages. Council Member Jack Mears questioned why Lower Baker doesn’t provide power to the Town. Mr. McGraw will investigate further. Barb Hawkings, Superintendent of the Concrete School District reported that the schools have never been closed due to a power outage in at least the last 30 years. Mr. McGraw commented that assessing the damage is an important step that must be done before the alternate feed from Baker can be done. Jack Mears also commented on the recent rate increases. Mr. Trzynka explained the reasons for the increases and the plans for alternative technology such as wind power. They are working on keeping the rates stable and as low as possible. Mr. Trzynka and Mr. McGraw then fielded questions from the audience in regards to reporting outages and some concerns with the call center. Public Works Director Alan Wilkins reported on outage history in the Town and commented on the need to move a guywire at the lagoon. The Mayor and Council thanked Mr. Trzynka and Mr. McGraw for attending the meeting. 

 
Public Safety: The 2006 3rd quarter crime analysis report was included in the Council packets for review. 

 

HDR – Bob Powell reported on the proposed wastewater treatment plant change order. He stated that this change order would be an increase of $32,464.19 in contract price. A motion was made by Jack Mears to accept the change order. The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Bergsma. The motion was voted and approved. Mr. Powell also reported that changes in the stormwater retention design and the ultraviolet treatment process could result in a potential cost reduction. 

 

Consent Agenda: Judd Wilson made a motion to accept the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by Mike Criner. The motion was voted and approved. 

 

Public Hearings:  No Public Hearing

 

Public Participation: None

 

Old Business: None

 

New Business:
 
Events Application-Upper Skagit Bald Eagle Festival (Feb. 3rd & 4th, 2007)
Ember LaBounty was present for any questions relating to the application. A motion was made by Jack Mears to approve the events application. Judd Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was voted and approved. 

 

Vacation of Public Right-of-Way: Planner Lacy Lahr updated the council on the application. A motion to approve Resolution #2007-01 was made by Mike Criner, setting a public hearing date of February 12, 2007. The motion was seconded by Judd Wilson. The motion was voted and approved.

 

Department of Ecology Agreements- Centennial Clean Water Fund Grant & State Revolving Fund Loan: Clerk /Treasurer Lacy Lahr updated the council on each agreement. A motion was made by Mike Criner to approve Resolution #2007-02, authorizing use of the State Revolving Fund Loan to assist in financing the wastewater treatment plant construction. The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Bergsma. The motion was voted and approved. 

 
Council Reports:  
 

Airport: Council Member Jack Mears stated that the Airport boundary survey had been completed, but has not received any paper work yet. Jack will follow-up with Skagit Surveyors to get an update and some clarification on the perimeter survey. Planner Lacy Lahr commented on amending the binding site plan for the Airport to reflect lots A, B, C, & 0 as recorded legal lots. 

 

Parks: Council Member Judd Wilson reported that the next Parks Committee meeting is scheduled for February 12, 2007 at 6:30 PM. Judd also requested letters of appreciation be sent to Judy Coffell and Gladys Silrus for their work in maintaining the flower beds located at North Dillard and Highway 20.  

 

F.E.R.C.: No Report 

 

Department Reports:
 

Planning Commission: Planner Lacy Lahr reported on the last Planning Commission meeting and noted that a copy of the approved minutes was given to the Council for their information.  The Planning Commission also suggested a design for the Town Center sign described in the signage code. Lacy will keep the Council updated as more information becomes available. 

 

Administration/Finance Report: Clerk Treasurer Lacy Lahr reminded the Council about the training session scheduled for January 15, 2007 from 4 PM to 7 PM. She will send email reminders. 

 

Public Works: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins reported on the progress of the wastewater treatment plant construction and asked for Council opinion on the brick colors for the new building. The Council chose the color “Cocoa”, and as an alternative, “Mesa Tan”. Alan also informed the Council that they had purchased a generator for use at the sewer lift stations, at the public works shop, and at the Town Hall during power outages. The Town also received a $1,000 grant from AWC Loss Control to assist in the purchase. Alan encouraged the Council members to visit the construction site.  

 

Mayors Report: The Mayor reported on the Christmas party that was hosted for low-income members of our community. The party was put together by the Concrete Theatre, the Sheriff’s Department and other community members. The Mayor also reported on the cleanup of the public safety building space for the East Valley Community Care Team. The office space is prepared and ready for use. Evalyn Goeringer thanked the Mayor for inviting PSE to the meeting.
 
Announcements:  None 

 

Executive Session:  9:36PM  The Mayor called for a 15-minute executive session to discuss with legal counsel pending litigation on a land use petition act appeal. 
The Council reconvened the meeting at 9:51 PM. 

Adjournment: Council Member Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment. Council Member Judd Wilson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. Mayor Billman adjourned the meeting at 9:51 PM. 

 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Jack R. Billman, Jr., Mayor                               Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr
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