


Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
December 11, 2006
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jack Billman. Mayor Billman led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Elizabeth Bergsma, Marla Reed, Mike Criner and Judd Wilson. Mike Criner made a motion to excuse council member Jack Mears. Elizabeth Bergsma seconded the motion.  

 

Staff Present:  Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Deputy Clerk Andrea Fichter. 

 

Audience Members Signed In: Evalyn Goeringer, Steve Edwards, Rob Peterson, James Trantham, Ida Trantham, Odell Trantham, Steve Shubert, Doug Gates, Allen Fabrick and Carol Fabrick.  

 

Scheduled Presentations:
 
Public Safety: The Mayor reported that the portion of the public safety building to be leased to the East Valley Community Care Team still contains records from the Concrete Police Department stored inside. The Mayor described the records retention requirements and the statute of limitations on the records. He also reported that there is evidence that can be destroyed according to the Law Enforcement Agency Rules. 

 

HDR – Bob Powell reported on the wastewater treatment plant progress and that the contractor is reviewing and proposing some value engineering reductions. Proposed changes for the stormwater facility will likely result in a price reduction. HDR will be reviewing contractor value engineering changes. The Mayor would like to sign off on these changes. All value engineering changes will result in price reductions. Any increases in contract cost will have to be approved by Town Council by change order. Bob Powell, Lacy Lahr and the Mayor will be meeting with the Courier Times editor for an upcoming newspaper article about the new wastewater treatment plant. 

 

Consent Agenda: A motion to accept the consent agenda was made by Mike Criner. The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Bergsma. The motion was carried and approved. 

 

Judd Wilson stated that he felt the actions at the last council meeting were inappropriate. The Mayor stated that he thought his actions were appropriate for the circumstances. Judd asked the Mayor to apologize to the citizens that were present at the meeting. Judd also stated that he was embarrassed by the actions that occurred. Marla Reed stated that she felt employee issues should be addressed outside of council meetings. Elizabeth Bergsma also stated that she thought the outburst after the meeting was adjourned was not appropriate. She stated the citizens at the meeting were uncomfortable leaving the premises during the confrontation outside. The Mayor stated that he felt that these issues should be addressed during a public meeting. The Mayor also stated that he would be willing to step down if that was what the Council was asking of him.  

 

Public Hearings:  No Public Hearing

 

Public Participation:  
Rob Peterson-request for extension on water/sewer system development fees. Rob Peterson reported to Council that the weather is making it difficult for him to complete his infrastructure improvements. Mr. Peterson requested a month extension on the system development fees for water and sewer. Attorney David Day stated that the Washington State Constitution prohibits special legislation to benefit one person, and that the Town Council could not approve an extension on the system development fees. It was recommended that Mr. Peterson post a performance bond for infrastructure improvements not yet completed on the project. 

 

Old Business
Ordinance No. 591-System Development Charges.  A motion was made by Judd Wilson to approve ordinance no. 591 relating to water and sewer system development charges. The motion was seconded by Mike Criner. The motion was voted and carried. 

 

New Business

James Trantham-Danger Trees at 45125 Main Street.  Mr. Trantham reported to the Council that he was concerned about the safety of his family during windstorms and about the potential property damage that could be caused by trees on the adjacent property owned by Evalyn Goering.  Mr. Trantham asked if there was a Town ordinance that prohibited danger trees on adjacent properties. Discussion ensued regarding the original agreement between the landowners to plant the trees, and whether this issue was a civil matter between the two property owners. Mr. Trantham stated that the agreement had been for shrub trees not hybrid cottonwood trees which he stated are a very fast growing tree. Mayor reported on an email that he had sent to the Town’s insurance company. The Mayor also read Section 8.04.030 in the Concrete Municipal Code relating to danger trees. The Mayor expressed concern for public safety and said he would recommend a public hearing to resolve this issue. He also reported on the Department of Natural Resource definition of danger trees. Evalyn Goeringer stated that the trees were planted as a buffer between the properties in question for noise reduction from the shop on the hill. The Mayor suggested that both property owners meet to determine which trees were a safe distance from the house and vehicles and removing the ones that posed the most potential property damage. Both parties agreed to this approach. The Mayor will assemble volunteers for this project and Public Works can help with clean up by chipping the debris. 

 

Ordinance No. 592-2007 Salaries, Wages and Benefits:  A motion was made by Judd Wilson to approve Ordinance no. 592. The motion was seconded by Mike Criner. The motion was voted and carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 593-2007 Budget:  A motion was made by Mike Criner to approve Ordinance no. 593. The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Bergsma.  The motion was voted and carried. 

 

Election of Mayor Pro-Tem: Elizabeth Bergsma nominated Judd Wilson as Mayor Pro-Tem. The nomination was seconded by Mike Criner. Judd Wilson abstained from voting. The nomination was voted and carried.
Ordinance No. 594-2006 Budget Amendment: A motion was made by Judd Wilson to approve Ordinance no. 594. The motion was seconded by Mike Criner. The motion was voted and carried. 

 

Resolution No. 2006-13-Resolution to transfer money from General Fund to the Airport Fund: A motion was made by Judd Wilson to approve Resolution No. 2006-13. The motion was seconded by Mike Criner. The motion was voted and carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 595-2006 GMA Amendments: A motion was made by Elizabeth Bergsma to approve Ordinance no. 595. The motion was seconded by Judd Wilson. The motion was voted and carried. Steve Edwards approached the Council to confirm that the Critical Areas Ordinance was not part of the 2006 Amendment. Planner Lahr confirmed that the Critical Areas Ordinance was not part of the amendment. 

 

Ordinance No. 596-Airport Land Use District: A motion was made by Elizabeth Bergsma to approve Ordinance no. 596. The motion was seconded by Judd Wilson. The motion was voted and carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 597-Residential Land Use District: A motion was made by Mike Criner to approve Ordinance no. 597. The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Bergsma. The motion was voted and carried. 

 

Scheduled Town Council meeting for December 25, 2006: A motion was made by Judd Wilson to cancel the December 25, 2006 Town Council meeting. The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Bergsma. The motion was voted and carried. 

 

 
Council Reports 
 

Airport: Clerk Treasurer Lacy Lahr reported that AWC offers airport liability insurance and will bring quotes from both insurance companies for liability insurance to the next meeting  

 

Parks: No Report 

 

F.E.R.C.: No Report 

 

Department Reports:
 

Planning Commission: The December 5, 2006 Planning Commission meeting was cancelled due to a lack of a quorum present. The next meeting is scheduled for January 2, 2007. 

 

Administration/Finance Report: Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr reported that the Council Training is scheduled for January 15, 2007 between the hours of 3:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Lacy will report at the next what the finalized time will be. 

 

Public Works: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins reported that they have started work at the lagoon. 

 

Mayors Report: The Mayor reported that he attended the last Highway 20 Traffic Safety Corridor Meeting. The need for a turn lane into Albert’s Red Apple was discussed. The Mayor requested permission from Council to apply for grants and that the Economic Development Association of Skagit County may have funding available for this project. The Mayor also stated that the Washington State Department of Transportation will be covering the cost of the construction and engineering. The Mayor also reported on the AWC RMSA grant application for the purchase of a generator. The Town Council supported applying for these grants. The Mayor reported that the uptown merchants had purchased lights for the poles in town. The Mayor asked for the Council’s approval for the Town to cover the cost of the power for these lights. He also stated that it had been approved by Into-light to put the lights up. It was the consensus of the Council to pay for the extra power to use the lights. The Mayor then apologized to the citizens for actions that took place at the last meeting. 

 
Announcements:  The Christmas Parade will be on Friday at 6:00 PM. Public Works is working on getting the tree in place before the Parade. The Concrete Theatre is holding a Christmas Party for 25 local families.
 

Executive Session:  None.

 

Adjournment:  Judd Wilson made a motion for adjournment. Elizabeth Bergsma seconded the motion. Mayor Billman adjourned the meeting at 8:43 PM

 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Jack R. Billman, Jr., Mayor                               Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr 
December 11, 2006
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