


Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
December 4, 2006
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jack Billman. Mayor Billman led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Elizabeth Bergsma, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Judd Wilson. Council member Jack Mears was absent. Judd Wilson made a motion to excuse council member Jack Mears. Mike Criner seconded the motion.  

 

Staff Present:  Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins

 

Audience Members Signed In: Robert Dileo Sr., Carol Fabrick, Allen Fabrick, Ember LaBounty and George Theodoratus. 

 

Scheduled Presentations:
 
Events Applications-Ember LaBounty, Concrete Chamber of Commerce- Christmas Parade, December 9, 2006: Ember LaBounty requested approval of an events application for the Christmas Parade originally scheduled for December 9, 2006.  Ms. LaBounty reported that the Chamber of Commerce would like to reschedule the parade to Friday, December 15, 2006 at 6:00 PM due to recent weather conditions. There will be a Santa Claus at the Concrete Senior Center. Mike Criner made a motion to approve the event application. Elizabeth Bergsma seconded the motion. The motion was voted and approved. 

 

Public Safety: The Mayor reported on the recent weather emergencies and the help that was provided by the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office. The monthly report from the Sheriff’s office was included in the Town Council packets. Concrete is reported to be the safest community in Skagit County. The Mayor also reported that the week of December 11th Puget Sound Energy will be conducting emergency drills. A discussion was held regarding the recent power outages and the duration of the outages in some areas of Town. The Mayor encouraged neighbors to look out for one another during emergency situations. 

 

HDR – Bob Powell reported on progress of the wastewater treatment plant construction and how the weather was delaying work. A Notice to Proceed will be issued on December 11, 2006.  The Town recently submitted a letter requesting a temporary stormwater permit from the Department of Ecology so that work could begin. The contractor is currently reviewing the engineered plans and requesting more information. USDA Rural Development has concurred with the bid award and all permits are in place for the project.  

 

Consent Agenda:  Motion to accept consent agenda was made by Judd Wilson. The motion was seconded by Elizabeth Bergsma. Motion was voted on and carried.  

 

Public Hearings
 

2007 Budget Hearing:  Mayor Jack Billman opened the public hearing on the proposed 2007 budget at 7:56 PM. 

 

No public comment was received.  Mayor Billman closed the public hearing at 7:57PM.

 

The Town Council is scheduled to formally adopt the 2007 budget at the regular meeting of December 11, 2006.

 

Public Participation:  None

 

Old Business: 
  

HDR, Inc. Agreement-WWTP Construction Services Contract: A revised agreement with HDR Engineering, Inc. updating the budget figures was brought before the Council for approval Mike Criner made a motion to approve the contract with HDR for WWTP construction services. Elizabeth Bergsma seconded the motion. The motion was voted and carried. 

New Business:

Water and Sewer System Development Charge Ordinance:  Planner Lahr presented a draft ordinance implementing the recommendations of the Final Report on the Town’s Water and Sewer System Development Charges dated October 2006 completed by HDR Engineering, Inc. The Council reviewed the ordinance and agreed by consensus to bring the ordinance to the next meeting for adoption. 
 

Council Reports:  
 

Airport: The Airport Layout Plan is still being reviewed by the Washington State Department of Transportation. The Town received comments from the WSDOT Aviation Division on the proposed Airport Land Use District.  Planner Lahr noted that the suggested policy revisions were minor and would assist the Town is implementing the Growth Management Act requirements to protect the airport as an essential public facility. Lacy will bring the ordinance adopting the Airport Land Use District to the next Town Council meeting with the recommended additions by WSDOT Aviation Division for approval by the Council.   

 

Parks: No Report 

 

F.E.R.C.: Elizabeth Bergsma reported that the FERC Terrestrial Group is scheduled for December 7, 2006.  A discussion ensued regarding the various groups that were established through the relicensing process. 

 

Department Reports:
 

Planning Commission: Town Planner Lacy Lahr reported that the Planning Commission will meet tomorrow December 5, 2006. The Planning Commission will review and discuss the 2006 GMA updates that are scheduled for adoption on December 11, 2006, including the comments received from the WSDOT Aviation Division. Lacy also reported that as new members to the AWC Risk Management Service Agency (RMSA), legal counsel from AWC will review the Town’s planning procedures. The Planning Commission will also be reviewing the procedures and identifying existing conflicts in the ordinances. 

 

Administration/Finance Report: Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr reported that as AWC RMSA new members, the Council is required to attend a three-hour training session on Council Roles & Responsibilities and Meeting Conduct. The Council agreed to schedule this training for either Monday January 15, 2006 or January 29, 2006 from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Lacy also reported that a Request for Proposals for the positions of Town Attorney and Town Engineer was published in the Skagit Valley Herald at the request of the Mayor. 

 

Public Works: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins requested that he and Public Works Assistant Richard Philips be allowed to carry-over their vacation into 2007 above the 144 hour limit.

 

A motion was made by Elizabeth Bergsma to approve the request. Judd Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was voted on and carried. 

 

Mr. Wilkins also reported that the Town needs to purchase a generator for future power outages. The approximate value of a used generator is $13,000.00. This generator would be used to power the lift stations and other town facilities during a power outage. A discussion ensued about budgeted expenses. The Mayor recommended applying for an AWC RMSA loss control grant to help offset the costs of the new generator. 

A motion was made by Mike Criner to proceed with the purchase of the generator. Elizabeth Bergsma seconded the motion. The motion was voted on and carried. 

 

A discussion was held regarding snow plowing and the maintenance of the equipment in preparation of snow plowing. Alan Wilkins commented that the Town’s snow plow was equipped with rubber bits rather than steal bits, which makes for more difficult ice removal. Alan also commented that they have spent many hours plowing the roads. Discussion ensued regarding expectations during periods of inclement weather. 

 

Mayors Report: No Report 

 
Announcements:  None

 

Executive Session:  None.

 

Adjournment: Council Member Mike Criner made a motion for adjournment. Council Member Elizabeth Bergsma seconded the motion. Mayor Billman adjourned the meeting at 8:45 PM.
 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Jack R. Billman, Jr., Mayor                               Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr

December 4, 2006
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