


Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
November 13, 2006
 

7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jack Billman. Mayor Billman led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Jack Mears, Elizabeth Bergsma, Mike Criner, Marla Reed and Judd Wilson. 

 

Staff Present:  Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr and Public Works Director Alan Wilkins

 

Audience Members Signed In:  Robert Dileo Sr., Evalyn Goeringer, Doug Gates, Barbara Hawkings, Jason Miller, Heidi Parks, Allen Fabrick, Carol Fabrick, Paul Rider and Darrel Reed. 

 

Scheduled Presentations:
 

Public Safety: The Mayor reported that the Skagit County Sheriff’s Office assisted the town in notifying residents to evacuate during the flood event. 

 

HDR – Bob Powell reported that Puget Sound Energy has granted the Town a temporary construction easement for the wastewater treatment plant project, which normally requires a $1,000 fee for the easement, but Puget waived the fee for the town. Mayor Billman thanked them for waiving the fee. Bob Powell also reported that a meeting had been held earlier in the day by the various funding agencies and that the project is moving forward. The Contractor has started removing the sludge bags, and that they will be using the value engineering approach on the project to reduce costs during construction. The Pre-Construction meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 20, 2006 at 11:00 AM. 

 

Consent Agenda:  Mike Criner made a motion to accept consent agenda. The motion was seconded by Judd Wilson. Motion was voted and carried.  

 

Public Hearings
2007 Property Tax: Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr updated the Council on the current property tax rate and the allowable increase for 2007.  

 

Mayor Jack Billman opened up the Public Hearing at 7:38 PM. 

 

No public comment. Public Hearing was closed by Mayor Billman at 7:39 PM. 

 

A motion made by Jack Mears to approve Resolution #2006-12, a Resolution authorizing a tax increase over and above the amount collected in 2006 for the year 2007.  Mike Criner seconded the motion. Motion was voted on and carried. A motion was made by Judd Wilson to approve Ordinance #590, an ordinance fixing the amount of advalorem taxes to be levied for the year 2007.  Elizabeth Bergsma seconded the motion. The motion was voted on and carried. 

 

2007 Budget Hearing:  Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr updated on the Council on the preliminary 2007 budget and reviewed areas where changes have been proposed from last year’s budget. Mayor Jack Billman opened public hearing at 7:43 PM. No public comment. Public Hearing was closed at 7:44 PM.  Lacy Lahr noted that the second budget public hearing will be held November 27, 2006 and the final budget is schedule for adoption by ordinance on December 11, 2006. 

 

Public Participation:  None

 

Old Business: None

 

Contract with JTS Manage Services-WWTP Grant/Loan management services: The Council received notice from Paul Schissler Associates terminating his contract as the grant/loan manager for the wastewater treatment plant project.  A contract with JTS Manage Services was review and discussed by the Council. Jack Mears made a motion to approve the contract with JTS Manage Services. Judd Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was voted on and carried. 

 

HDR, Inc. Agreement-WWTP Construction Services Contract: The Council reviewed the proposed contract with HDR Engineering, Inc. for construction services for the wastewater treatment plant.  Judd Wilson made a motion to approve the contract with HDR for wastewater treatment plant construction services. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The motion was voted on and carried. 

 

East Valley Community Care Team Office Space Lease Agreement:  The proposed lease agreement with the East Valley Community Care Team was reviewed by the Council.  The Mayor recommended leasing the south half of the building for use by the East Valley Community Care Team and using the middle section as a conference room.  The Mayor also reported that there are some Police Department items that need to be removed from the building. The Council discussed how the group will receive referrals to the program.  The Council also agreed that the group should be responsible for phone and internet services.  Mike Criner explained the program and that all volunteers working in the program would receive background checks. He also stated that counseling sessions will take place on-site. Superintendent Barbara Hawkings stated that she supports the program. A motion was made by Judd Wilson to accept agreement with the East Valley Community Care Team.  Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion was voted on and carried with the deletion of item #19 from the agreement, as recommended by Attorney David Day. 

 

 Council Reports
 

Airport: Jack Mears reported that the windsock has been moved. Jack Mears also discussed the need for cement curbs as a capital improvement project. He also discussed the proposed segmented circle around the windsock costing about $500.00. 

Mr. Mears also reported that the Solid Waste Advisory Committee meeting had been canceled. 

 

Parks: Jason Miller reported that he thought the planting for the bank should wait until spring. 

 

F.E.R.C.: Elizabeth Bergsma reported on the various committees that were established during the FERC relicensing project.  Discussion was held regarding the committees and who is on each committee. 

 

Department Reports
 

Planning Commission: Town Planner, Lacy Lahr updated the Council on the Skagit County Planning Commission open space plan. Lacy also reported that Robert Dileo, a resident of Cedar Park, had turned in an application for a position on the Concrete Planning Commission. Mr. Dileo described his desire to serve on the Commission and would like to encourage growth in the community in a positive way. Jack Mears made a motion to appoint Mr. Dileo to the Planning Commission. Mike Criner seconded the motion. The Mayor appointed Robert Dileo to the Planning Commission. Mike Criner made a motion to confirm Mr. Dileo’s appointment to the Planning Commission. Elizabeth Bergsma seconded the motion to confirm. The motions were voted on and carried. 

 

Administration/Finance Report: Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr provided the Council with the Treasurer’s Report and asked if there were any questions. There were no questions from the Council.  
 

Public Works: Public Works Director Alan Wilkins reported on the November flooding. He stated that the community fared well. The river crested at 39 feet which was lower than the 2003 floods. Their have been no reports of problems from any of the town residents. Alan also reported that the sludge bags have been removed and that a stormwater general permit will be required by the Department of Ecology prior to any groundwork occurring at the site. 

 

Mayors Report: Mayor Billman described the need for additional assistance with the grant and loan requirements for the wastewater treatment plant project. The Mayor also reported that the contract with Boss Construction has been signed. He also reported that a Request for Statements of Qualifications for a Town Engineer will be published as well as a Request for Statements of Qualification for legal services. The Mayor reported that the flood event went well, with constant monitoring of the river levels and evacuation recommendations in the Crowfoot area.  The Skagit County Sheriff’s Office assisted in notifying the residents of the evacuations. The Mayor also met Governor Gregoire at the Skagit County Emergency Operations Center. The Governor stated Skagit County was one of the three hardest hit counties in the State but managed the emergency very well.  Mayor also announced that the new Skagit County Commissioner Sharon Dillon will start at the first of the year. 

 
Announcements:  AWARE meeting on flood control issues will be held on Thursday. 

 

Executive Session:  None.

 

Adjournment: Council Member Judd Wilson made a motion for adjournment. Council Member Mike Criner seconded the motion. Mayor Billman adjourned the meeting.
 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Jack R. Billman, Jr., Mayor                               Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr

November 13, 2006
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