


Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting
October 23, 2006
 

7:33 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jack Billman. Mayor Billman led the galley in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call:  Council members Jack Mears, Elizabeth Bergsma, Marla Reed and Judd Wilson. Council Member Mike Criner was absent. Elizabeth Bergsma made a motion to excuse Mike Criner and Judd Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

 

Staff Present:  Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins, and Deputy Clerk Andrea Fichter.

 

Audience Members Signed In:  Allen Fabrick, Carol Fabrick, Evalyn Goeringer, Robert Dileo Sr., Barb Hawkings, Tony Hanson, Doug Gates, Leif Hanson, Jason Miller, Tim Forrester and Joel Bowman (Boss Construction).

 

Scheduled Presentations:
 

Public Safety: The Mayor reported on the Sheriff’s presence at the school crossing, including the times they arrive and leave the school crossing. Mayor Billman also stated that monthly reports are coming in from the Sheriff’s office.

 

HDR – Bob Powell discussed the sewer rates with the Council. He also reminded the Council that they needed to either award the bid for the sewer treatment plant by October 31, 2006 or extend the time period for awarding the bid. Mr. Powell also notified the Council of the approval of additional funding from Rural Development for the gap in construction funding. Mr. Powell also reported that Rural Development has concurred with Boss Construction as the low bidder. It was also stated that the Rural Development interest rate is currently at 4.375%, which could bring the sewer rates to a possible $68.00 a month by the end of 2008, using an estimated 484 ERU’s per by Rural Development. The anticipated sewer rates may be between $58.00 and $68.00 per month, although the final rate will need to be determined at the time of loan closing, and project completion.  The Town has spent $750,000 on design work of the new MBR treatment system, and the estimated annual operating and maintenance costs for the system is $195, 000 annual operating and maintenance cost. It was also stated that System Development Charges could be used towards the Town’s debt service. The Council was also reminded that the bio-solids are required by the Department of Ecology to be removed by the end of year. The NPDES permit requirements for discharging into the Baker River were discussed. Community Development Planner and Grant Writer, Paul Schissler made comment to the Council to be fully aware of the decision that they were making before awarded the bid. Council Member Judd Wilson made a motion to award the bid to Boss Construction. Council Member Jack Mears seconded the motion. The motion was approved. 

Bob Powell will be sending the Notice of Bid Award to Boss Construction. Joel Bowman from Boss Construction addressed the Council, stating that they were ready to go and were looking forward to working with the Town on the project. 

 

Consent Agenda:  George Theodoratus addressed the Council regarding the minutes of the October 9, 2006 meeting as he understood them. Council Member Jack Mears questioned the wording in the minutes. Discussion ensued regarding what took place at the October 9, 2006 meeting and how the minutes should be worded. Council member Elizabeth Bergsma made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Council member Marla Reed seconded the motion. The motion was voted and carried. 
George Theodoratus questioned whether the Town Council could consider a request for reconsideration on his project.  Attorney David Day stated that it did not appear that the Town has an adopted procedure for hearing requests for reconsideration.  

 

Public Hearings
 

2007 Rate and Fee Hearing:  Mayor Jack Billman opened up the public hearing on the proposed 2007 Rates and Fees at 8:28 PM.  No public comment was received.  Mayor Billman closed the public hearing at 8:35 PM.  Elizabeth Bergsma made a motion to approved Resolution No. 2006-11, a Resolution setting fees for governmental services for the budget year 2007.  

Public Participation:  None

 

Old Business
Cedar Park Plat Amendment Ordinance: Discussion was held regarding the Council decision from the public hearing on the Cedar Park Plat Amendment.  Council member Marla Reed made a motion to approve Ordinance #589 with the addition to condition number 7 to read as follows “the Native Growth Protection Area boundaries should be changed to include the steep slopes and a 50-foot buffer extending southerly from the top of the slope.”  Council member Elizabeth Bergsma seconded the motion. Motion was voted and approved with Council member Jack Mears opposed.

 

New Business

Contract with Skagit Surveyors and Engineers:  The contract with Skagit Surveyors and Engineers to survey the airport perimeter was discussed. Discussion ensued regarding the Washington State Department of Transportation Aviation grant to perform the work, which includes a 5% match required from the Town. Council member Elizabeth Bergsma made a motion to accept contract with Skagit Surveyors and Engineers. Council member Judd Wilson seconded the motion. The motion was voted and carried with one abstention from Council member Jack Mears.
 

Council Reports

Council member Elizabeth Bergsma asked for information regarding the Department of Health junk vehicle round-up that is being advertised.  Mayor Billman updated the Council on the progress of the removal of the junk vehicles and what the County program involves. 

 

Airport: Jack Mears reported that the Department of Homeland Security had been to the airport. Mr. Mears also reported that Skagit Surveyors and Engineers will be surveying the airport perimeter.  He also reported that an agreement had been reached about the sewer line extension for lot #0 and that sprinkler systems are now required in commercial buildings that will have living quarters.  This requirement will apply to airport hangers that include apartments.   

 

Parks: No Report

 

F.E.R.C. Committees: Elizabeth Bergsma discussed the list of committees for the Baker River Relicensing project and encouraged Council members to join committees.  Discussion ensued regarding current members on the committees and the need to involve other interested parties from the community such as the Planning Commission.

Library: Carol Fabrick updated the Council about the microfilm reader that the Town has acquired. She mentioned that the State Library has access to microfilms that are available for check out. She requested putting an ad in the paper for people who are interested in viewing these microfilms. It was suggested moving the microfilm reader from the library into the town hall office for easier viewing by the public. Mrs. Fabrick will publish an article in the newspaper. 

 

Department Reports
 

Planning Commission: Town Planner Lacy Lahr mentioned that if the Town Council requested them to do so, the Planning Commission would consider updating the new Airport Land Use District to address apartments in hangers that are required to install sprinkler systems. Council member Jack Mears suggesting not changing that code at this point. 

 

Administration/Finance Report: Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr reported that CIAW sent a quote for an extended reporting policy for insurance coverage. It was the consensus of the Council to purchase errors and omissions tail coverage from AWC.  

 

Public Works: No report.
 

Mayors Report: Mayor Billman updated the Council on the possibility of building a new public safety building to house the Skagit County Sheriff’s Department and the Concrete Fire Department. Mayor Billman also expressed his intent to pursue rehabilitation of the Lonestar Office Building which will include removal of the roof and professional asbestos abatement. The Mayor also reported that he had recently spoken with Jack Clifton concerning his property and that Mr. Clifton had agreed to seal the building to eliminate any danger to the public.   

 

Announcements:  None

 

Executive Session:  None.

 

Adjournment: Council Member Judd Wilson made a motion for adjournment. Council Member Elizabeth Bergsma seconded the motion. Mayor Billman adjourned the meeting at 9:34 PM.

 

 

 

_________________________                      _________________________________

Jack R. Billman, Jr., Mayor                               Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer

 

Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr
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