Town of Concrete
Town Council Meeting

August 28, 2006
7:30 P.M. The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jack Billman.  Mayor Billman led the gallery in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Roll Call:  Council members Jack Mears, Elizabeth Bergsma, Mike Criner, Marla Reed, and Judd Wilson were present.  
Staff Present:  Attorney David Day, Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr, Public Works Director Alan Wilkins and Town Engineer Gary Sturdy.
Audience Members Signed In:  Rob Peterson, Renee Kenady, Evalyn Goeringer, Carol Fabrick, and Marcia Billman.
Scheduled Presentations:

Public Safety:  Mayor Billman reported on the recent crime statistics for the county.  Deputy Tobin Meyer reported that call levels have gone down county-wide and the Sheriffs Department has taken a pro-active approach with emphasis patrols dramatically impacting frequent offenders in the eastern part of the county.  Jack Mears requested additional patrols at night time and Judd Wilson requested monthly attendance by a deputy at Town Council meetings.  Evalyn Goeringer questioned the capacity at the Skagit County jail and whether all suspects are held until their court dates.  Deputy Meyer reported that capacity at the jail can be an issue at times and that the county is in the pre-planning stages for a new facility. Mike Criner requested additional patrols in the school zones when school begins as well as emphasis patrols to ensure that vehicles are stopping at the stop sign at the top of South Superior Avenue.  Elizabeth Bergsma requested additional patrols in Mill Addition because of problems with speeding.
HDR:  Nothing to report.
East Valley Community Care Team:  Renee Kenady with the East Valley Community Care Team presented to the Town Council information on the program including the goals and objectives for the program.  Ms. Kenady requested a portion of the Town’s liquor profits during the upcoming budget season to help pay for some of the program’s unfunded expenses.  Discussion ensued regarding the amount currently given to Skagit County Human Services.  Elizabeth Bergsma suggested looking into whether the Town can donate the use of a portion of the Police Department office not currently being used.  Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr will contact the State Auditor’s Office to check on the use of the liquor profits and whether office space may be donated to this group.  Ms. Kenady will send information regarding the group’s non-profit status to the Town Hall.   
Consent Agenda: 
Judd Wilson made a motion to accept the consent agenda.  Elizabeth Bergsma seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.
Public Hearings:  None
Public Participation:  None
Old Business: None
New Business:  
Rob Peterson - Cedar Creek Development:  Rob Peterson of 12838 Avon Allen Road, Burlington, described his proposed project located at the corner of South Superior Avenue and Cedar Street.  Mr. Peterson expressed frustration over the timeline for obtaining permit approvals, particularly the timeframe in which he can install the utility crossing under Lorenzen Creek.  The Department of Fish and Wildlife permit allows for a limited window to completed work in the stream.  Mr. Peterson stated that without new housing, the Town will become a bedroom community with no tourism and no industry, and that he would like the permitting process to be a smooth transaction.  He also discussed the unanticipated cost overruns for the project engineering as a result of changes required by the Town.  Town Engineer Gary Sturdy addressed the Town Council stating that the engineered drawings are not complete and that he can not sign off on them until they are complete.  Mr. Sturdy reviewed the red-lined drawings with the Town Council and also discussed his concern over his liability in approving the drawings as-is.  Planner Lahr discussed an upcoming meeting the following day to continue reviewing the plans.  Discussion ensued regarding the need to keep the project moving forward.  Judd Wilson made a motion to table the issue.  Mike Criner seconded the motion.  The motion was voted and carried with one opposition by Jack Mears.  
Fire Department Board of Trustees:  Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr discussed the ordinance which requires a Town Council member be appointed to the Fire Department Board of Trustees.  Mike Criner made a motion to appoint Elizabeth Bergsma to the Board.  Judd Wilson made a second to the motion.  The motion was voted and carried unanimously. 
Council Reports:  

Airport:  Nothing to report. 
Parks:  Judd Wilson reported that the next Parks Committee meeting will be held at the Garden Club on September 11, 2006 at 6:30 PM.  Mr. Wilson also recognized Gladys Silrus, Elise Hemenway, and Judy Coffell for taking care of the flower bed on North Dillard Avenue. 
Department Reports:

Planning Commission:  Planner Lacy Lahr reported that the Planning Commission will be holding a workshop on September 5, 2006 at 7:00 PM to review the draft amendments to the Comprehensive Plan.  
Administration/Finance Report: Clerk-Treasurer Lacy Lahr reported that the new insurance policy takes effect September 1, 2006 with AWC and that they will be scheduling a visit with the town in the next few weeks to go over the program with us.  Elizabeth Bergsma stated that she would like to attend the meeting.  Ms. Lahr also questioned whether the Town would like to add acts of terrorism and/or war to the existing Airport liability policy before renewing.  The Town Council agreed to renew the policy as-is.  Jack Mears requested that copies of the new leases be sent to the leaseholders once they are signed.  
Public Works:  Public Works Director Alan Wilkins discussed the street lighting on Main Street.  Mr. Wilkins also informed the Town Council that the bid opening for the wastewater treatment plant is scheduled for August 31, 2006 at 2:00 PM.  Mr. Wilkins also informed the Council that he will be on vacation from September 1, 2006 to September 11, 2006.
Mayors Report:  The Mayor reported that Skagit County has received an award for administering the Main Street project.  The Mayor also reported that Cascade Days went well with the number of people in town for the events.  Several people mentioned how nice the parade was.  The Mayor reported that the Charles Dwelley plaque had been presented and that the Skatepark had received contributions and did well with the 50/50 raffle.  The Mayor also reported that there will be monthly staff meetings to discuss administration issues.  One item discussed during the recent staff meeting was the events permit.  Staff will mail the permit application to the annual event representatives at least 60 days prior to the event with a checklist of town approvals needed and a requirement to submit the completed application at least 30 days prior to the event.  Staff will meet with the event coordinator 5 to 7 days prior to the event.
Announcements:  None.
Executive Session:  None.

Adjournment:  Mike Criner made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Judd Wilson seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Billman adjourned the meeting at 9:18 PM.

_________________________

_________________________________

Jack R. Billman, Jr., Mayor


Attest:  Lacy J. Lahr, Clerk-Treasurer
Minutes prepared by Lacy J. Lahr
August 28, 2006
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